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13 accords signed

Pakistan, China
agree to ramp up
cooperation

Chinese PM reaches Pakistan on 4-day visit; opens Gwadar
airport along with Shehbaz virtually; both leaders hold
delegation-level talks; all aspects of cooperation under CPEC
discussed; Li Qiang reiterates plan to work hand-in-hand with
Pakistani friends; meets COAS Gen Asim; Shehbaz hopes airport
completion to transform Gwadar as well as country’s economy;
:15.,1‘&:3111911&. signed to fortify cooperation in ntrurll;\ education,
agriculture, human resource dev elopment and seience & technology

By Muhammad Anis/
Mehtab Haider

[ELAMABAD: Pakistan and
China Monday expressed
thelr satisfaction on strate-
gic cooperative partnership,
basid on muiual trust and
shared principles.

The understanding was

reached at a delegation-level &

meeting, held between Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharl and
Chinese Premier Li Qiang,
hare. The two gides said the
partnership was growing
stronger with each passing
day and both the leaders
exchanged views on the
entire gamut of bilateral rela-
tions ag well as matters of Gwadar
mufual, regional, and inter-
national nportance,

Both leaders reaffinmmed
their support for each
other on all core issues
and expressed their com-
mitment to the high-quality
development of the second
phase of the China-Faki-
stan Economic Corridor
(CPECL They also empha-
sised the need for timely
completion of all engoing

Confinved on page 4

Nawaz hopes
to meet Modi in
‘not-too-distant

future’

Advocates improved ties
with New Delhi in an
interview with Indian

journalist Barkha Dutt

News Desk

LAHORE: Former paime min-
Eter Mawoe Shanif on Monday
expressed optimism about
migeting Indian prime min-
ister Narendra Modi in the
near future as he advocated
mproved relations with the
netghbouming oomry.

The PMLN president
miade these remarks during
an interview with Indian
journalist Barkha Dutt
ahead of the highly antici-

4 ks pated Shanghod Cooperation

Cirganisation (SO0 summit
in Islamabad, which Indian

Continwed on page 4

Constitutional amendments

Parties near
consensus: Fazl

Bilawal says no compromise on constitutional
package; Sherry discusses federal, provinecial
constitutional courts with MQM-P: terms
talks fruitful, with both sides committed
to moving forward; special committee asks
its panel to submit recommendations; ANP
proposes renaming KP as Pakhtunkhwa;
supports establishing Federal Constitutional
Court, rejects provincial constitutional
courts as absurd idea

By Asim Yasin/' Atab Abmed/
our correspondent

BLAMABAD HYDERABALY
KARACHIE: PPP Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Fardan Mon-
day said his party was not
ready for any compronise
on the proposed constitu-
thomal amendment package,

Bilawal launches
Benazir Hari Card
Condemns conspiracy hatehed by mafias,
large business groups, industrialists,
international forces to deregulate agriculture
sector; wants subsidy worth billions of rupees

being given to fertiliser millers w ithdrawn,
diverted to farmenrs’ welfare

By our correspondent said his party always worked

to secure the dghts of the
EARACHE Launching Benscar  poor, farmers, and wormes,
Hami Card, PFP Chairman Bil-
awal Bl Zarckan Monday

Confinwed on page 8
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as setting up a federal con- | P9 :

=stitutional court had becomse
compulsory to improve the
OIS jislice system

He zaid this while speak-

ing in a ceremony held here |

al the Chief Minister House
to launch Benazir Har Card.

Continved on page 4

KARACHI: PPP Chairman Bllawal Bhutte Zardari
& Benazir Hari Card to a differently abled grower during a

ceremony held at the CM House, Monday.

ETPB head
post vacant

* for 17 months

CLOCKWISE: Prime Minister Shehbar Sharil receives |

Chinese Premier Lf Qiang upon his amival in Rawalpingi,
Monday. Depuly PM Senator Ishag Dar and Minister for |
mmmimmamﬂmrmmmm
Li Qian a o inaugurate the new

b it s B s
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All set for SCO
summit today

By Mumiaz Alvl, Muhammad (SC0) here on Tuesday and |

Saleh Zaalir/ Agencies  Wexlnesday,

Prime Minister Shehbaz |
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan is all Sharif would preside over |
st to host the meeting of the meeting. The meeting |

the Council of the Heads of would see the participation
Govermmient of the Shangha
Cooperation Organigalion

Continwed on page 41

By Rana Ghulam Qadir

ISLAMABALY The prooess of
providing justiee to commpladn-

antz hee eome o 4 standstill
| chae Lo the non-appodniment
of a regular chairperson of
the Evacuee Trust Property
Board (ETPHE), a subsidiary
herdy of the Ministry of Reli-
ices Affndrs,

In the absence of the
head, review of caxses and
hearing of appeals on court
orders related (o ETPE progs
erties across the country has
cone do a halt. According to
| sources, the post of ETPBE

Continved on page 8

"Post-Oct 25 SC
won't co any
misadventure’
By Ansar Abbasi

ISLAMARBAD: Post-Oct 25
Supreme Court will not de
any “mieadiontupe” a2 At
] by thee malirg? prolitical
parties — this is what has
b discissnd in nteractions
bedween paolitical leaders,

An informeesd source sad
that this has been conveyed
by a legal mind to some of
the top political beaders pros-
ently invalved in discissions
orver the copstitutional packs
age o reform the appoint-
mwents in the top judiciary
and to establish a Federal

Continued on page 4

India, Canada
expel top
envoys in Sikh
separatist

kﬂlmg row

Truceau says response
of Indian govt has been
to ‘dery, to obfuscate, to

attack me personally’

NEW DELHI: India and Can-

ada ench expelbed the other's |

ambassador and five other
top diplomats, after New
Dl makd it= ervor had been
named among “persons of
intenest” following the klling
of a Sikh separatist leader,
MNew Delhi said it was

Continved on page 4

1| FBR extends

returns filing
deadline

to 31st

By Sall ur Rehman

PTI puts off
today's protest
at D-Chowk

Gohar confirms
development after
interior minister

assured him of

-|-~-||“||_|_1|;:|'||:|_|_r| ISLAMABAD: The Federal

Imran’s checkup Baard of Revenue (FBR) has
extended the date for filing
By our correspondent income tax retums for the

second time il October 31,
[n a statement izsaed late
Momday night, the tax collec-
tion body said: "In exercise
of the powers conferred
uneer Section 214A of the
Income Tax Ordinance, 2001,
the Federal Boand of Rev-
enue is pleased to commu-
nicate that the date of filing

ISLAMABAD: Finally,
Pakisian Tehperk-eInsaf
(PTT) kate Monday decided
Loy postpone s protest a
D-Chowlk fixed for today
(Dctober 13) after the gov:
ermment agneed 1o ket med-
eal check-up of the party

Continved on page 4
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Chinese
company to
invest over

Rs8bn in Punjab

A delegation meets
PBIT chairman

By our correspondent

LAHORE: In a significant de-
vidopment for Pakistan's in-
thistrial soctor, Modem Ce
ramics Sanitary Ware (Pvt)
Limited, a leading Chinese
company, is sel fo invest
over el bil ion in Purjab,

The devilopment
emerged during a meeting
bt ween the company’s del-
egation and Punjab Board
of Investment and Trade
(PBIT) leadership, held at
PBIT conference room.

Chadrnnan PEIT,
Muniahz Ashraf, and CEQ,
Suhail Saleem, Bol Mem-
ber, Ahmad Ali Tariq met
with representatives from
Modern Corumies to disciss
the company’s plan Lo estab-
lizh a culting-edge manufac-
turing facility in the Allamna
lnbal Industrial City (AIIC).

Thizs new [acility is
poisid to not only meel the
growing local demand for
saniiary ware but also pres-
onts Pakistan @s an ex-
porter of preminm sanitary
products to key markeis
acrods the Middle East,
Africa, amnd bevond. The in-
vestment is expected to
generate over 500 jobs, con-
iributing to local coonomic
growih, while playing a vital
rale in import substtulion.

By reducing dependence
oft imported sanitary wane
Pakistan will also save mil-
lions in foreign exchange,
grengthening its trade bal-
ance,

Chairman PBIT reas-
sired thee delegation of com-
prehensive support, high-
lighting PBIT s commitment
b Gacilitating the smooth es-
txblishment of the produsc-
tion unif through its dedi-
cated facilitation wing. This
move marks a significant
step towards boosting Pun-
ab's inwdustrial capacity and
enhancing Pakistan's stand-
ing in global export markets.

Nobody can be allowed
to sabotage SCO,
CPEC: PMLN MPs

LAHORE: Ruling party MPAs in Punjab As-
sembly supported action against elements
planning to damage CPEC and reach lslam:
abad to create disturbance during the 300
commencing today (Teesday ).

During the heated PA sesson chaired by
Speaker Malik Muhammad Ahoed Ehan aday
before the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
sumamit starting from Oct 15 (today) in the fed-
eral capital, the ruling pary MPAs suppocted
fiall action against those who wene onoa mis-
gion of sabotaging the summit or damaging
Pakistan's interest. Sami Ullah Ehan, the
FMLN MPA from Lahore while volcing serious
concem over the video message of FT] senior
leader and former member of Imran Khan's
cabinet Hammad Azhar stated i the intent (o
sabotage SC0 was shown, the government
waz lefl with no option bt o stop the niscre-
ants from pedforming any subversive sl

Sami Ullah Khan, who hails from [ahore
and served as MPA for multiple terms now
weent on b0 say that Hamamad Azhar had asked
the PTI workers to reach Blumabad on Oclo-
ber 15, the day when the surnit was starting,

He said the law enforcement agenciis wene
beft with only one opfion that unforiunately
could also affect politicians with positive ine
tent. Those intending to sabotage peace will
nol be spared” said the Provincial Minister
Mian Mujtaba Shaja ur Reluman while speak-
ing o the floor of Puniab Assembly. Show the
courage and come ot we will nof let PTT sup-
porters exit Punjab’ said Mian Mujtaba Shuja
ur Rehrein, He zaid the elements who wanted
to hinder Pakistan's wiay (o progress and pros-
perity would be dealt with iron hands.

Mujtaha went on to gay il these elements
wine sincere to Pakiztan, they should with-
diow the October 15 protest call,

He said the heads of world nations were
couting b Pakistan after 27 vears, inflation
was coming down, the economic situation
was improving, adding PMLN deserved the

Law would takoe its cotrse if PTT launchaed angy
attack against the state of Pakistan. The min-
ier said that in the tenure of Imrmn Khan,
the CPEC project faced & delay, adding 1K
pushid the country towands bankruplcy bat
Ehehbo Shanfl steered Pakistan out of crisis.,

He eriticised PT1 leadership for their will
to block CPEC and Pakistan's way to progress
which, he added wasz not possibie while She-
hboz Shanf was in power. He sadd PMLN and
allies under v beadership of Shehbae Shari(
woutld take Pakistan onthe track of progress.

Mujtaba Shujs ur Rehman, whibe grilling
PTI leadership further, said that on the insis-
tence of their foreign masters, they did not
attend ihe Al Parties Conference on Pales-
tine. Ondy with the help of Gen Faiz Hameed
and a few judges, PTT was able to win a few
soats and in the next polls, the Goldsmith
project filed again. Mufiaba also slammaed
FT1 leaders like Arif Ali, AB Amin Gamdapur
for provoking people.

Speaker Malik Muhammad Ahmad on the
oecasion remarked how could a member's
amrest be averted if he was involved in sub-
versive acts, Under Article 17, every cilizen
has the right to protest but if it is not peace
fiudd, trouble could be invited.

The Speaker stated that protest is the
Constitutional dght but there must be some
limits, adding if these elements wepe miscre
ants, they should be stopped.

Opposition MPA Epe Shafi while speaking
on the oceasion stated that this present as-
sernbly was a product of Form 47 whereas
Prisomer nismber 304 enjoyed real mandate.
He said rather than levelling allegations, the
governoment showld tell the name of the polit-
ical workers who were against the state of
Pakistan. He questioned as to why the PTI
workers were nof al kweed to reach kslamahad.
He =aid the PT1 welcomed the Shanghad sum-
it but its protest call was olally peaceful
and constitutional. He also stated that PMLN

All about SCO summit commencing
in Islamabad today

By Sabir Shah

LAHORE: As the leafy Islamabad
braces up (o host the two-day Shang-
hai Cooperation Organisation (SCO)
amid extremely stringent securitly
measures Tuesday (today), with Pak-
istan Army troops responsible for the
security of the capital’s Red Zone.

The Indian Foreign Minister, Sub-
rahmanyam Jaishankar, will be the
first high-level leader of his country to
vigit Pakdstan in nine years

As foreign secretary, Jaishankar,
had accompanied the-then Indian For-
eign Minister, (late) SBushma Swaraj,
when she had visited Pakistan m 2015
for the Heart of Ada - ldanbuol Process
talks

Meanwhile, the Chinese Prime Min-
ster, Li (Hang, s the first govemment
head of his country to have armived i
Pakistan after 11 years, greeted with a
21-gun salute. His predecessor, Li Ke-
iz, haed visited Pakistan in May 2013,

The: S8yearold Russtan Prime Min-
Ester, Mikhail Mishostin, and Premiers
from Belars (Roman Golovchenko),
Eazakhstan (Olzhas Bektenov), Byr-
pvistan (Zhaparov Akylbek), Tajik-
istan, and Uzbekistan (Abdulla
Aripow) will be attending the 23nd SC0
mosod, abong with Iran's First Vice Pres-
ident (Mohammacd Reza Arel) and
India’s External Affaics Minister { Sub-
rahmanyam Jaishankar),

The Russian premier will be the
fird government head of his country to
towpclh the Pakistan sofl after 17 years.,

In 2007, Mikhail Fradko, was the
first Prmee Mindster of the Russian
Federation to visit Pakistan o ink four
bilateral accords in the areas of rail-
ways, parcotics control and culture
exchanges

Desk set up to facilitate

InJanuary 1964, President General
Ayul Khan had towred Tashkent (then
part of former Soviet Union) along
with his Foreign Minister, Zulfikar Al
Bhustto, foreign secretary Azz Ahmad
anid defence secretary Ghulam Ishag
Ehan, for peace talks with Indian
Prime Minister, Lal Bahadur Shastri,
and signed the historc Tashkent Dec-
karation.

In 1974, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto had
paid a tining and lengthy state visit o
Soviet Union, becoming the first Pak-
stani Prime Minister since 1947,

In 198, Premier Nawaz Sharif had
buwded in Moscow, the first Pakastani
leader to do so after a gap of 25 years,

In February 2003, President Gen
Pervez Musharraf had arrived in the
Fuessian capital.

Premier Imran Khan had visited
Bussia in Febroany 2022, the first visit
by a Pakistand premiber in 23 years.

The last high-level interaction be-
tween Pakistan and Bussia took place
in Bedjing on October 17, 2023, when
Buessian President, Viadimir Putin, had
met Caretaker Pakistani Premier, An-
waanil Hag Kakar, on the sidelines of
the Third Belt and Boad Fonwm,

The Prime Minister of Mongolia
(Ovun-Erdene  Linvsannamsrai) and
Turkmenistan’s Depaty Chadrman of the
Cabinet of Ministers ( Rashid Meredov)
will ks be joining as special fuests

Establistued by China and Bussia 23
years ago, the Bejjing-based Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation covers ap-
prosimately 24 per cent of thwe anca of
world and 42 per cent of the world
pogrulation.

As of 2024, the combined nominal
GIDF of this nine-member group ac-
counts for around 23 per cont of the
net intermational oulpul of goods and

STViCes,

In June 2017, the SC0 expanded to
eight states, with Pakistan, India and
Iram joining the growp in July 2023, and
Belares in Joly 2024,

Other menibers include Kaeakbstan,
Kymgvestan, Uzbekistan and Tajikistan.

The SC0  Observers  are
Afghanistan and Mongolia, while its di-
alogue pariners comprise Armenia,
Turkey, Sawdi Arabia, Qutar, United
Arab Emirates, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Azer-
baijan, Bahrain, Maldives, Euwait,
Cambaodia, Egypt, and Myanmar,

Previows 800 Sumimits of Heads of
Stabe were held at Shanghad, Saint Pe
tershurg, Moscow, Tashkent, Astana,
Shanghad, Bishkek, Dushanbe, Russian
dity of Yekaterinburg, Tashkent, As-
tana, Beijing, Bishkek, Dushanbe,
Russian town of Uta, Tashkent, As-
tana, Chinese city Qingdao, Bishkek,
there wis a video conference in 203,
ishanbe, Samarkand, a video con-
feronee was held in 20023 and Astana,

The 200 Summits of Heads of Gow.
ermment were organised at Almaty,
Beijing, Bishkek, Moscow, Dushanbse,
Tashkent, Astana, Befjing, Dhshanbe,
Saint Petersburg, Bishkek, Tashkent,
Astana, Zhengzhou, Bishkek, Sochi,
Dushanbe, Tashkent, video confer-
s in 2020, 2021 and 2022, Bishkek
ared now Islamabad,

In September 2003, the heads of
the SCO member states signed a 20-
year Programme of Multilateral Trade
and Economic Cooperation

As a long-term goal, the programimne
providies for the catablizhment of a froe
trade zone within the territory under
the SCO member sates: while in e
short mum, it seeks (o reinvigorate the
process of creating favourable envi-
pominel for teace and mvestment.

Another child

credit of all this. Mujtaba went on to say that - would be wiped ot in the nexst elections.

' Steps to be taken
to ensure quality
education: governor

Says govt to resolve issue of
shortage of teachers in campuses

By Eisha Asif

LAHORE: It i the responsi-
bility of the government io
provide young generalion
with every educational facl-
ity, said Punjab Governor
Sardar Saleem Haider dur-
ing a face-iodace discussion
with students held by Mir
Khalil-ur-Bahman Memorial
Society (MEEMS) of Jang
Group of Newspapers.

"We will take important
steps. We need to improve
the quality of education in
schools and we are deter-
mined to provide education
to every child of the coun-
try,” the governor said,
adding, *Chir country i bailt
in the name of Kalma
Tayyaba and no one can
erase il Pakistan is a great
blesgamg  from  Allah
Almighty, We should be
prowud that we are a part of
this coumiry. Chir voung -
eration is the capital of this
country and it is the respon-

sabilify of the governoment (o
provide them with every ed-
ucational Bacility.

"W will take important
stops. We neoed to improve
the quality of education in
schools and we are deter-
mined to provide education
bo every child of the coun-
try. We will establish stu-
dent councils in universities
VY SO0,

The face-to-face discus.
SI00 Programmne Was organ-
ised by senior journalists
Wasif Magi and Races
Ansari. Almon Bint Shahid,
Fatima Ejaz, Fatima Ehan,
Bhamale Nauman, Sidra,
Yusra Baig Dr M Ali, Farah
Ehan, Asifa KEhan, Fiza
Ehan, Anam Talib, Ayesha
Bukhari, Avesha Siddique,
Ms Avera, Assistant Diree-
tor Student Affairs, Zainab
Yasin. Hadiva Rehman,
Anaya fafar, Miral Zeest,
Sveda Momina Aamir, M
Sabm and Zubia Lodhi par-
ticipated.

LCWU suspends
staffer over
misbehaving
with student

By our correspondent

LAHORE: Lahore College for
Women University (LCWILT)
has denbed the eccumence of
any incident like the Punjab
College,

A LCWU spokesperson,
howeyver, zaid 4 comenities
comprising senior members
of the university, had been
formed o investigate a ha-
rassmment complaint lodged
by a student against a stafl
rvemiber, The stafl member i
abegedly involved in mishe-
having and stalking. The staff
member has been suspended
with immediate effect. This
inoquiry s being conducted in
accopdance with the policies
of the Higher Education Com-
mizsion and the Punjab gov-
emment on harassment,’
reads a press release,

The spokesperson further
sadd LOWU pequalmed compmit-
ted 1o ensuring a thorough
and transparent process and
providing a safe, respectiul,
e emmpowering ervironmment
for all students. “We urge
everyone o avold spreading
urwerified news and informi-
tion' the release added

business community

Bureau Report

PESHAWAR: Sarhad Chamn-
ber of Commerce and Indus-
try (SCCIY in collaboration
with the Small and Medium
Enterprises Development
Authority (Smeda) has es-
tablished a help desk to fa-
cilitate the business commu-
nity with the financial grant
for promotion‘expansion
through value addition of
the textile industry.

SCCT President Fazal Mo-
agrem Ehan and vice presi-
dent Shehryar Khan inaugu-
rafed the desk on Momnday,

Chartered accountant
Muhammad Ahmad Shahid,
Syved Ejo Ali Shah, Kamal
Mehimood and officials of
Brmeda were present on the
OROCasIOn.

The matching grant is
being provided under the
Public Sector Development
Programme {PSDP) of the
Ministry of Commence,

It is simplemented by
Smeda, aimed at providing
financial assistance to more
than P00 stitching units to
revinve the testile industry,

Focead Mospeem lagded the
announcemend of a match-
ing grant for industrial
stitching units, terming it as
a milestone initiative toward
theie revival and development
of the textile industry,

The textibe industry ison

the decline under the pre
vailing circumstances, the
SCCT chief noted, stating
that several industrial units
wiere closed which tdggered
upemployment  in the
provinge.

Fazal Mogeem stressed
the peed for the announce
ment of similar granis for
other sectbors, including
CNG and petoodeum 1o peac-
tivate the business, indusiry
and trade. He said employ-
ment opporiuniies would
be created through the pro-
motion of economic activi-
iies anell inddusirial growth,

The SCCI  president
asked the business comme-
nity o benefit. from the
matching grant for expan-
sion and improvement of
Iursiness and industny.

He said that the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa govermment
should also take such an ini
fative to keep the wheel of
industry spinning in the
provinee. Fazal Moageem de
manded the government (o
announce a special fiscal e
lief package for sick and
nonoperational textile and
other mdustrial units.

Later, officials briefed
the SCCI chief about the
matching grant.

Many members of the
business community Eater
visited the chamber and got
information about the grand.
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crippled

by polio

Vaccine refusals mount in Balochistan;
33 kids infected so far this vear

By M. Wagar Bhatti

ISLAMABAD: Another child
has been paralysed by polio
in Balochistan, marking the
adrd case of the disease in
Pakistan this year, Polio
Eradication officials said on
Momday.

The latest victim, a 35-
month-old boy from Quetta,
had nod peceivied any rouline
immunization doses, Accord-
g oy bis parents, e recebved
supplenentany innminsation
activity (SIA) doses inconsis-
tently, The child experienced
the onset of paralysis on A
gust 22, 2024, despite ongoing
vaccination efforts aimed at
cierbing the wild poliovirs,
which continues to circulate,
particulardy in Balochistan
Of the 32 cases reporied
across Pakistan this year, 17
b ernerged from Balochis-
tan, highlighting the provinee
as Thve most affected reghon.

Officials from the Polio
Eradication Initiative (PET)
said that emvironmental sam-
s fromm Creetta district and
Quetta block have consis-
tently tested positive for
WEVI this year, indicating
continued circulation of the
virus and heightened risk to
children, In 2024 aone, 37
positive environmental sam-
pes and three cases have
becn reported from Quelta,
while Queita block has re
ported 65 positive samples
and 11 cases. A widespread

refusal Lo vaccinate by par-

ents, driven by misinforma.
tion and mistriost, s a major
factor behind the polio resur-
gence. PEI officials noded that
an increasing number of chil
dren in Pakistan have never
received any vaccine, a dan-
geroars trend that contines 1o
fuel the transmission of the
virus. In Quetta, where envi-
ronmental samples repeatedly
test positivee for the vines, chil-
dren are egpecially vulnerable,
Compounding the issue
ane the logstical difficulties
posed by local protesis and
insecunty, which have led to
dismuptions In vaccination
campaigns, Health experts
wam that the rise of “zero-
dose” chil dren, coupled with
harrndial pyths aboul vaccines
causing sterility, threatens o
Jjuest the fight against polio but
also efforts to control other
vaccinepreventable disepses
like diphtherda, mexshes, and
perinssis. Pakistan's siruggle
to eliminate polio reflects
broader healihcare chal-
lenges, panticulady in reach-
ing remole and underserved
populations. The resurgence
of vaccne-proventable dis-
azes like polio underscomes
the need for intensified ef-
forts i combat saccne hesi-
tamcy and ensune all children
are fully imumunized. This lat-
el cise serves &9 A reminder
of the urgent need for action
to tackle misinformation,
overcone bogistical barmiers,
and rebuadld trust in vaccina-
tions, PEI officials added.

Saif says PTI's protest
call unnerved rulers

Bureau Report

PESHAWAR: Adviser fo
Clitef Minister an Informa-
tion and Public Belations
Barrister Mohammzd Al Saif
on Monday said the protest
call of the Pakistan Tehreek-
e=Inzal (PTT) had unmereed
the federal government.

In a statement, he eriti-
cized  federal  ministers
Ehwaja Asif and Ahsan Ighal
fiow thekr tirade agadnst the PTIL
saving that it was the right of
the PT1 19 record its peacefil
protest. Barrister Saif believed
the federal government felt
nervous after the FTTs prodest
call. Howewer, e sabd the PT1
would confinee  staging
protests until the refease of
PT1 founder lnran Ehan amsd
the quashing of the “fake”
cases. The CM's aide said the
federal government wanted a

repeal of Lahore's Model
Town firing episode in a bid to
prodong its rule. However, e
meaintained that these tactics
of the federal government
wonld backfire, Coming down
hard on the federal defence
minister, Bardster Saif
claimed that he had lost his
election 1o a woimnan candi-
date and managed o reach
the comidors of power on the
strength of form 47, He was
alen critical of federal minister
Ahsan Inbal and sadd he was
trying to slay relevant through
hiis rhetorieal statements.

Barrister Sail said that
hosting the meeting of the
Shanghai Cooperation Or-
gankzation would serve no
purpose unless the federal
govemment was custed. He
said the federal government
was using the conference for
political mibeage.

CTD gets physical
remand of former cop

Bureau Report

PESHAWAR: An Anti-Ter-
rofsm Court here on Mon-
day handed over a former
eop o the Counter-Terror-
ism Department (CTD) on
13-day physical remand in
a case about inciting the
polcemen Lo violenoe,

The CTD officials pro-
dwced the ex-cop Jamshed
before Anti-Terrorism Court
Judge Mohammad bybeal,

The investigation officer
todd the court that Jamshed
wis a former cop and was in-
volved in inciting the police
force to violence through his
social media posts,



The News intemationsl, Knrachi, Toesday, October 18, 9024

NATIONAL 3

SNGPL
removes 121
connections

over gas theft
By our correspondent

S8 | LAHORE: As part of its

[SLAMABAD: Chinese meiﬂua:an'%“mymmmrmﬁm w!mme military mmwm. including CIGSC

General Sahir Shamshad Mirza and

Growing lawlessness
KP Bar Council
announces
boycott of
courts

FPESHAWAR: The Khyber
Fakhtunkhwa Bar Council
hore an Monday expressed
conceEm over the poor law
and order in southern dis-
tricts of the provinee and
announced that the legal
fraternity would boycott
the court procesdings foday
(Tuesday) in protest against
ther growing lawlhessness,

In a statement, KP Bar
Councl Vice Chaimman Sadiq
Al Mohoand expressed el
over the Killing of people in
th Brwaa trabsal district aod
extended sympathy 1o the

He said that it was the
faidure of the provincial gov-
crmrent bo tackle the wors-
endryg Eaw anvd onder and biring
P T hee provinoe,

The bar office-bearer
asked the provincial govem-
e, particulardy the high-
ups of the police, to pay heed
for the sue of Bw and onder,
aor edse the lawver comanunity
wotlld be compelled to take
soMm e exireme sfep,

US weapons
seized at Torkham
By our correspondent

LANDIKOTAL: The Customs
authorities at the Pak-Afghan
Torkhar border seized for-
cign-made military weapons,
officiaks said on Monday.

In a media briefing,
Customs Superintendent
Muhammad Omar Jan said
that a team intercepted a
ool imeck (regisiration mum-
ber RBLO1EZE) coming from
Afghanistan after receiving
crecibbe informmation,

The team discoverad 15
A4 rifles, 170 magazines, and
over &, 1 pounds of amou.
nition hidden in secret com-
partments of the vehicle,

The value of the seized
arms and ammuniticn was
put at 55 million mpees.

The officials stated that
the seized arms were of
American origin, and used
in the Afghan war,

A fiest information
report was lodged and the
case wis transferred to the
Customs Houwse in Peshawar
for further investigation.

& General Asim Munir, Monday.

Oxford faces backlash
over Imran’s bid for
chancellorship: The Times

By Murtaza Ali Shah

LONDON: The chancellor-
ship at Oxford University
has been overshadowsd
by the intricate interplay
of Pakistani politics for the
first time after Imran Khan
submitted his papers and the
university most likely did not
predict the backkash his can-
didacy would provake, The
Tirmes reported on Monday.,

The contest is so hot
that a legal opinion has
been sought on whether
or not Imran meets the
meril and thers is consid-
erable concern in Pakistan
regtarding the election, par-
tieularly in light of Ehan's
imprisonment, with many
of his supporters believing
that a victory would signifi-
cantly imereasze the likeli-
hood of him being released
from prison, the paper said,

It said that for centuries,
the chancelkorship at Oxford
University has been held
by prominent male fgunes
from the British establish-
ment, typically until their
death. However, following
Lord Patten of Barnes's
announcement of his refire-
meent, fierce competition has
erupted to become the fig-
urehead of the world's most
rendwTed university.

For the first time,
Oxford will conduct its
chancellorship election
through an online popular-
ity vote, inviting alumni to
rank their preferred can-
didates in order of pref-

erence. The prominent
names wanting to become
the next Chancellor are:
Lord Willinm Haguwe, Lady
Elish Angiolini, Lord Petor
Mandelson, Imran Khan, Dir
Margaret Casely-Hayford
and Dominic Grieve.

Ehan, 73, who read phi-
loaophy, politics, and ¢co-
nomics al Oxford before
graduating in 1875, told
The Times last month that
he applied to mm for chan-
cellor to "give back” to the
university that shaped his
leadership skills.

However, since his
interview, The Times said,
lestal advice regarding his
eligibility for the rale has
been commissioned, A
leading barrister in London
was approached by a party
unrelated to the University
of Oxflord to express an
opmicn about the eligibility
of Khan's candidacy,” said
the paper,

Although the chancellor-
ship might seem largely cer-
emonial and is not a paid
position — except for cov-
Erng expenses, it has beon
overshadowed by the intri-
cabe interplay of Pakistani
politics, *There is consid-
erable concern in Pakistan
regarding the election, par-
ticularly in light of Ehan's
imprisonment, with many
of his supporters believing
that a victory would signifi-
cantly increase the likeli-
hood of his release from
prison,” said the paper.

Oxford will anmounce

its list of approved can-
didates for the upcoming
election thizs week, which
will see participation from
more tham 26,000 regis-
tered alumni out of over
250,000 eligible voters.
[rene Tracey, the vice-chan-
cellor, has confirmed that,
due to the high number of
candidates, the election will
invalve multiple rounds of
voding, and the new chan-
cellor is expected to be
announced by the end of
the year.

*Student opinion is
sharply divided, with stu-
dents and alumni split into
pro- and anti-Ehan camps.
While an open letter, signed
by hundreds of students,
eXpresses support for the

former cricked star, count- | in

er-profests oppose his can-
didacy for the role,” said
the paper.

The Times said that
a letter, signed by about
170 current students and
alumni, showed support for
Ehan's candidacy, focusing
on his ®lifelong commit-
ment to public service™ as
weell as accomplishments
in cricket, philanthropy,
and his previous role as
chancellor of the Univer-
sity of Bradford. It said
that protestors against his
candidacy = led by PMLN
UK Youth Wing leader Khu-
rram Butt - have delivered
several petitions to the uni-
versity and have allegedly
been handing out leallets
promaofing thelr views,

PHC grants transit bail to KP
Assembly deputy speaker, others

T ByAmjadSafl

FESHAWAR: The Peshawar
High Court (PHC) on Monday
granted fransit bail to Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa Assembly
Deputy Speaker Suriya Bibi
and Palastan Tehmsek-o-Insaf
(PTT) mesubers of the Punjak
Assembly Raja Bacharat and
Sanam Javed Gl November
3 with directives to appear
befiome the relevant courts,

A singhe PHC bench com-
prising Justice Fahim Wali
h=ard the petitions of the PTI1

leaders.

The bench alzo granted
transit bail to PTI leader
from Punjab Aakia Haroea till
Movember 8 and directid hir
to appear before the relevant
forume. A bwyer, Alam Khan
Adenzal Advocate, appeansd
in the court on behalf of the
peefilioners,

He told the court that
coases had been filed against
Aalia Hama, Raja Basharat
and Sanam Javed in Mian-
wili, Taxila and Hissananad,
respectively,

The lawyer said that a
case was also pegistered
against KPP Assembly Deputy
Speaker Suriya Bik in Has-
sanabdal,

He told the bench that
the cases woere politically
motivated, adding that his
clients intended to appear
before the relevant courts,
bt Feared armest,

Alter hearing the argu-
ments, the bench granted
transit bail fo the petitioners
and divected them bo appear
biefore the relevant courts,

ORgoing campaign against
gas theft, Sui Northern Gas
Pipelines Limited (SNGFL)
has conducted a series of

| | operations across Punjal,

Ehyber Pakhtunkhwa, and
Islamabad, resuliing in
the disconnection of 121
illegal connections and the
imposition of Bs3.5 milhon
in fines,

In Lahore, the SNGPL
team disconnected 15 con-
mirctions for illegal gas usage
and one for compressor
use, mposing fines tofalling
Pt 580 raTlnon.

In Gujranwala, four ilke-
gal connections were 5ev-
ered, with fines amounting
o RsfL06 million, Faisalabad
saw the disconnection of
three illegal conneclions,
resulting in Rs0U03 mdllion in
penaliies. The team in Sheikh-
upira disconnecied ome con-
mection and imposed a fine of
B b0 o llEcn.

In Multan, 18 dlegal con-
mections were cut off, along
with five more for compres-
BOT U,

In Sahiwal, one illegal
connection and two com-
pressor-related cases were
addressed, while in Babawal-
pur, 10 compressor-related
cases were jdentified and dis-
erasected.,

Operations in Khyber |23

Pakhtunkhwa were also vig-
CHUAES,

I Mardan, the team dis-
connected 13 illegal connec-
ttons and imposed fines of
EsL.21 mdllion,

In Earak, 38 illegal con-
nections and ane compres-
sor-related case were found,
resulting in Ba064 million
fines, along with 40 FIRs
bedng Akl In Gujrat, one ik
gal connection and two oom-
pressor-related cases were
resolvedd, with fines (otalling
R0 eruillicm,

In Islamabad, one ille-
gal connection was discon-
ne=cted, while in Rawalpindi,
twoillegal conmections were
citt off. In Sargodha, three
illegal conmections were also
adidressed.

Man gunned
down in Kurram
By our correspondent

PARACHIMNAR: Unidentified
armed men killed a man in
the Mankang ares in Kurram
fribal chistrict, podioe soupnes
said on Monday.

The sourees sapd that one
Zahir Ali was klled when e
wizs working in his fields. The
podiee got hold of the body
after reports that the slain
person had been allegedly set
on fire, The police registered
the case and launched an
investigation,

It may b menitioned that
15 preeesprbie were beldoxd i Eresthy
clashes in the restive Kunmm
alistrict two dayys agho.

Alsa, the Pesha-
war-Parachinar Hoad was
closed to traffic after the
mecent clashes, This has ce-
ated a shortage of food iems
in Kurrany The local author-
ites ook action bo restone
e i e arva by arvesting
arcainic S0 peoqbe

UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

Request for Proposal (RFP)
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URITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME |-
IC Notice [PAK-HIV-UNDP-IC-2024-018)
The United Mations Dewelopment Progranmmene under
o Furd Project, BNDE Pakislan invilés technical and
Fnancesl Bids through Guantum from quasied and potential
Firms having exlersive past expenence in the iolowing fields
UMDP-FAR-01022 (Pak-HIV-UHDP-IC-2024-018, Indiwidual
Consullant as Data Analyst)

The detailed IC Nolice 5 availiahle onbine and can be dowmioaded
ficarmy ooy okt
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Pt = 22
Prlbps Arenana D, DG paki st any procunement

Interested individuals are requesied to send the required documents
a3 stipulsted in the respactive IC Hotics 1o updoad theough Ouwsntum
system of UNDP latest by 25° Ocl 2024 (03:00 PM, Pakistan
Standard Time).

Quotations must be submetled deectly in NextGenERP supplier portal
Follgwing this linkc: hitp./ suppler quantuin parinéagencsts o
For further queries please write to

pakisian, procurement. nlxEundp.org

Date; 13102022

e

Urbran Maotility Authority.

11:30 AM PST).

choass to gthend,

==1TransPesh

8w transpeshiwacpk @ \Transpeshawar € Transpeshawar

Request for Proposal

“Electrical, Mechanical and Civil Works Maintenance Services
in Peshawar BRT System (Miscellaneous Services)”

. TranzPezhawar (The Urban Mobility Company) iz a Company set up under Section 42 of
the Companizs Act, 2017, and Is responsible for project mplementation, management
and maintenance of urban rapid fransit projects assigned by the Khyber Pakhtunkivea

awar

2. TransPeshawar (The Urban Mobility Company] inviles sealed proposals from - efigible
service providers registered with FER for income and sakes 1ax and reflecied on the Active
Tax Payer List (ATL) of FBR and registened with Khwber Pakhtunkhwa Revenue Authority
[KFRA) for sales tax on services for “Electrical, Mechanical and Civil Works Maintenance
Sevices in Peshawar BRT System (Miscellansous Senices)”. Detailed scope of services
is provided for in Request for Proposal,

< A complete set of Request of Proposal may be downloaded by interested bidders from
website of TransPeshawar (hilp/transpeshawar k) from publishing of advertisementin
The mewspaper 1ill last day lor submission of bids,

4, Procurements will be canded oul &5 per Act and Rules of Khyber Fakhiunkinwa Public
Procurement Hequlatory Authonty (KPPRA). Gompetitive bidding will be conducted in
accordance with the Single Stage: One envelope bidding procedure.

5. Bids must be delivered to the undersigned on or before Dctober 31, 2024 at

6. Bids will be opaned on the same day al 11:45 AM [PST) in the presence of bidders who
7. The adverlizement s also availzbie both on the webssles of TransPeshawa

Mhitperanspeshawadpk) and KPPRA (i kooroopk). TransPechawar reserves the
iight to cancel any or all bids by assigning cogent reason,

Chiet Execulive Officer
TransPeshawar (The Urban Mobility Company)

TransPeshawar Head Office, First (1*) Floor,
Near Main BRT Depot, Chamkani, Peshawar

Ph: +92 91 2621393

Pakhtun Qaumi Jirga

CM says KP to take up
demands with Centre

Provincial assembly debates recommendations
approved by forum in Janorud

By Khalid Kheshgi

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakh
tunkhwa Chiel Minister Ali
Amin Gandapur has said that
the provincial govemment
would fully implement the
points and demands pecom-
mended by Pakhiun Caumi
Jirga in Khyber that come
within the constiiutional
domain of the provincial
govermnment.

Speaking on the pro-
vincial assembly floor on
Monday, he said that the
Full House Commiitee of
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Assembly would discuss all
ihe points and recommen-
dations of the jirga one by
one and then take it up with
the federal government for
implementation,

"We will not play pali-
tics or pesort 1o point scor-
ing but implement it for the
sake of peace, prosperity
and stability of our people
and province,” Gandapur
safd, who alss leads the
Full House Committee of
the provincial Assembly,

Earlier, KP Assembly
Speaker Babar Saleem
Swali suspended the day’s
agenda and allowed the
members to debate the
-point recommenda-
tions approved by Pakhtun
Qaumi Jirga in Jamrud,
Ehyber district, the previ-
ous day.

The three-day jirga was
convened and organized
recently by the proscribed
Pashiun Tahafuz Movemsent
(PTALY, Almost all political
parties and representatives
of Pashiun iribes and tern-
tories attended the event.

The chiel minister said
the federal govermment
had taken some steps in
urgency that led to unrest
and loss of human lives
before the beginning of
the jirga but soon realized

its mistake and empow-
ered the KPP government to

- tackle the sihuation.

I am indebied to all
political parties, including
Interior Minister Mohsin
Magvi whe attended the
Jirga at the Chiel Minister's
House and then the repre-
sentatives of the same jirga
visited and participated in
the Pakhtun Qaumi Jirga
i Khyber,”™ le said, adding
that he would fulfill the
commitment about peace
in the provinoe.

Opposition leader and
Pakistan Muslinn League-N
leader Dr Ibadullah Ehan
said that the House Com-
mittee would discuss all
the poinls one by one and
would recommend all the
‘doable’ demands of the
Pakhtun jirga, saving that
if the state and government
could talk ta the Taliban,
why not with those who are
against arms and amnvuni-
tiomns,

“The first and foremaost
responsibility of the pro-
vincial government 5 main-
taining law and order but
unfortunately the provin-
cial government has failed
to maintain its writ in some
parts of the provinee,” he
bl

Maulana Lutf-ur-Beh-
man of Jamiat Ulema-e-1s-
lam-Fazl said that lawless-
ness and political mstability
led to economic crisis and
due to undemocratic and
unconstitutional steps by
certain elements the coun-
try was pushed towards
cconomic and political
instability.

He said that dozens of
palitical party workers and
PTM activisis had been
arrested under 3MPOD by
the provincial government,
demanding that all the
arrested people should be
gt free forthwhith.

Mizar Baz of the Awami
Mational Parly said that
Actions (In Aid in Civil
Power) Regulations, the
British-inherited 16MPO
gnd AMPO should be
scrapped as dozens of polit-
ical party workers, human
rights and social activists
had been detained under
these laws.,

“About 350 PTM activ-
sz wers 361l behind bars
after being held under
AMPO before the Pakhtun
Qaumni Jirga,” he added

ANFP MPA Arbab Usman
Ehan said that all legal
routes for trade at the
Pak-Afghan border must be
recpensd for trade between
the people of two neighbor-
ing countries,

"We have to promote
trade between the two
couniries instead of cre-
ating hurdles to our legal
routes.” the ANP MPA
added,

Ahmad Earim Kuondi
of the Pakistan People's
Party (PPP) lauded the
role of the KP Assembly
speaker and the chief min-
ister by handling the worst
situation that was created
before the FTM jirga and
turning i into a pleasant
atrosphere,

*We have to show such
unity and harmony for
other issues as well pelated
to our province and peo-
ple,” the PPP MPA added.

Muhammad Rashad
KEhan and .Jalal KEhan of
Pakistan Muslim League-N
and Adnan Khan of the
JULF alzo participated in
the debate. They suggested
that the provincial gov-
ernment should alsoe take
practical steps for ending
bloodshed and violence in
thie Eurram cistrict,

The session was
adjourned tll Wednesday
(Oetober 16} aftermoon.

Gandapur vows to lead PTI
protest at D-Chowk

Bureau Report

PESHAWAR: Amid divi-
sion over the [slamabad
March in the party, Ehyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chiefl Min-
ister Ali Amin Gandapur
vowed to lead Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (FTT) work-
ers towards [slamabad
today, Tuesday and siage
a gitin at D-Chowk against
the governmeni for not
allowing the party leader-
ship to meet the founding
chairman Imran Ehan in
Addiala jadl,

*We have made prepa-
rations for the Islamabad
march and [ will person-

-

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT FOR BUYBACK OF SHARES

In accordance with Schedule Il of Regulation 4 [(2]] and 10(b) of the Listed
Companies (Buy-Back of Shares) Regulations, 2019

ally lead the party work-
ers from Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa. We are seriously
concerned about the health
of our party leader Imran
Elvan in jail,” Al Amin Gan-
dapur told The News.

After reaching Islam-
abad, he said they would
go to D-Chowk and stage
& git-in against the govem-
mient.

*There is unrest among
the party workers and the
government has banned
meetings with Imran Khan.
Meither the parly leaders
nor lawyers are allowed
to meet the PTI founding
chairman in jail, leaving

no other option for us than
to protest in the federal
capital,” the chiel minister
argued.

He said that the PTI
meeting decided to march
towards [slamabad an
Oectober 15,

There iz division among
the PTI ceniral leaders
over the lzslamabad pro-
tezt om October 15-16,
where the waorld leaders
have arrived for the two-
day Shanghai Cooperation
Organization's summit.

The government has
deployed Pakistan army
troops in Islamabad for the
suImrmit.

Infarmation

Descriplion

of the purchasing company

Namte and address of the Registered Office | JS Investments Limited (the "Company™).
The Centr, 19th Floos, Plot Mo, 28, 58-5,

Abdullah Haroon Road, 5addar,
Karachi-F4400,

Purpose of the Purchase

i Holding as Treasury Shares,

Indicative (madmum) number of shares to | Up to 4,630,000 ordinary shates comprise
be purchased and %age of paid-up capital

aroend 7.5% of the total outstanding
sharnes,

Date of commencement of the pure hase

| Octeber 21, 2024,

Duration of the purchase penod

Otober 21, 2024, to December 20, 2024,
o Eill such time the purchase is complete,
walhvichever 15 earlier,

N of the securities exchange

Pakistan Stock Exchange Limited,

Contact Information of the Contact Persons Infarmation for
Authorized Officer handling queriesfcomplaints

Name Muhammad Ehawar lgbal, Muhammad Khaywear lgbal,
COO & Company Secretary COO & Company Secretary

Phomae Mo, | 92-21 111 222 626 9221 111 222 626

Pastal The Centre, 19%h Floor, Plot Mo, 28, | The Centre, 19%h Floor, Flol Mo, 38,

Addiress 5B-5, Abdullah Harson Road, 5B-5, Abdultah Haeson Road,
Saddar, Karachi-74400 Saddar, Karachi-T4400

Ermail Ehawarigbal@isiboom khawarinbal@isiloom

It Is clarified that all those who validly bold shares of the purchasing company except
far the persons mentioned in regulation 1202 of these requlations are eligible to
participate in the purchase even if their names do not appear on the Members Register

of the purchasing campany.

Karachi.

October 15, 2024

By order of the Board

Muhammad Khawar igbal
COO0 & Company Secrelary

IS5 Investments Limited
19th Fioor, The Centre, Plol Mo, 28, $B-5, Abdullah Haroon Road, Saddar, Karachi -
Tasll-Proe QBOO-0OBRT | Email: infodjsil com | Websie: wane Sileam
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Fazl

Continwed from page 1

The PPP chief said they ooauldn't backirack on the
promise of the panty’s late leader Benooir Bhutto of
Fomming 3 coretitutional couet i an impeisoned per
st Wit i v prcnd B peess the arnetwdmend,

Heer mecalbesd that Beroesr Bhvtio bex] retumsd io

thee couitry with the resobe to inplement the Char- he

ter of Democracy (Coll).

He said Ms Bhutto embraced martyrdom while
siriving o falfi] her mission of implementing the
Col,

“Shoul we forged our leader’s profmise due to
an imprisoed person? The Pakistan Peopbe's Party
& oot nesady fior sny comprommise on this matter,” he
sall,

Bilawal said he wanted (o ask the people of
Sincdhy whiether they were satisfied with the curvent
justice systefi

He zaid the present system would contime
umictenged if the peophe wepe satisfied with it

He said the CoD) prosdded a solution to rectify
the frsctuiped justice system of Pabkistan bosed on

The PPP chaimian said each province should
get exqual reprezentation in the judiciary i the dis
pensation of justice kad iobe cnmumed.

Hee sl the proposal to constitule 3 specal court
along with the regular apex judiciary was aimed at
inproning thee justion system,

He viewed that the constifutional Bses would
b soted out i an equasd murmber of judges from each
pirovince heard such cases

Bilawal opired that the new corstifutional court
would guarantee the protection of fundamental
righis of the people,

e s the propuosed new oourt would also wdjo-
dicate contentious Bxues between the federation
arel any province.

Bilawal mefterated his demarsd that the federal
corslitutional court should be sel up, while the
enechanksm o appoint the judges should also be
addopilied s per the Call,

He seid the namrative that the timing for adopting
Wit Ineaninghess
“Wheny will it heappen i i does hagpen now?™
Biliwal achoed.

He recalled thet no one was worried when mi-
itary dictator General Tiaul Haq was authorised to
amend the Corctitution and constitute the federal
constiftional court

Bilawal sid he knew ashout the present judicia
syshern naore than snyone,

He lamnenibed thet the apex padiciary in the past
instead of protecting the rights of the people and
serving justice allowed the military dictators (o
arnvend the constitution. He said the judicien: ondy
servel jusdioe bo the jodges irsted of serving the
passes facing injustices.

Bibawal informned the zudienice that the constity-
tional amendment propoesed by the PPP was 2 per
Penagir's promise and provisions of e Colh

“We will collectively make the demand for dis-
pensing justice, adopling judicial reforms, consti-
tuthoral amendment, and equal represendation (of
prosinces in the padiclany),” he said

He hoped that a consensus would emerge a2 a
reselt of his coteultations with the pelitical foroes
to ensure that the parament passed the proposed
constiiutiona] amendment.

Bilawad todd the subence that he was again
goirg to meet JUL-F chief Fazhur Rebman on this
e on Toesday (foday)

“We will collectively mprove the justioe system
thaough the 26th Amendment,” said the PP chaie-

M.

Meanwhie, in a staterment of his X hardie, Bl
awal sid the political parties and civil society had a
UMAIITHAES COnSEnsEs of A speciic jadicial refonm
ackling thet ey o hekihd be allowssd bo umdermin:
thee legitineate structursl pequiremendts for & Pedera]
Coretitutional Coarl

The PPP chief said the civil society had called
for 2 Charter of Democracy 20 (Col¥) in August
A3 to complete the unfinished agenda of Cold
saginec] i 23006 1o reggain the space kst to fhe mpact
of sy Bheary, Gere Pasha and Gen, Fair's assault
oy thee democratic consensus

He said the civil society had given several rec-
ommendations ncheding the creation of 4 Faderal
Coretitutional Coun

He sxid the long list of endorsements even
inchaded a sitting PT1 serador,

With his post, Bilwal peestod the nepeon of civil
sockety — AwnzCDS-Pakistan, Pakistan Develogp-
ment Allince and Asdan Democracy Nefwork that
had calbed for a Charter of Democracy 2.0 o cont
prhete the unfinished sgenda of Col) signed in 2006,

Meanwhile, JULF chiel Falur Rehman said the
goverament shoukl kgsbae in accordance with the
rutiorial eonditions and needs.

Talking to the repoeters here on Mondsy, be said
the govemment’s constitutional draft will undes-
ek jusciciad Froedom sawd the pubfic interes.

He said pegotiations with the coalition governm:
et hosd Bed fo consderable consersus, whike the
dradk cradtod by the govermmoent Fad been ngected,
as it will end personal freedom

*It & our responsibility to create a balance
among Al the institutions. We have almosd reached
thee consensns, IE ook 18 nine morths to pass the
15th Amendrent; we will prioritize the things
needing tinwe,” Faxl sadd they had objected to the
government’s draft adding that judicial freedon and
the people’s rights would heve been rejected by the
government’s draft, Evervihing oo to be done in the

mun Bilawal Bhutto Zardi in Karachi on Toesday
(o) el PN chied Mubamimead Mawas Shanl
in Lahwore,

Frzel said he had appealed tothe FT] o postpone
the protest undtl the departune of the SO0 delegates.

He sabd there had been protests in the past bt
no good resalts came oul. Postponing the probest
will not ereate any problem. As long o the grests
aire o Pakistan's soll, e pootest can be postponed,

emphized

In a related devebopment, FPP Vice President
and parliapnentary leader in the Senate Senator
Sherry Behman held consultations with the Muita-
hida Qanrn Meserment-Pakistan of the
oonstitutional amendments with the special fones
on establishment of Federal Constitutiona] Court
and Provincial Corstitutional Cout.

D Asim Huessain acoompeied Shermy, while the
NEQMEP delegation comprised Governor Sindh Kam-
ramy Tessori, Dr. Farooq Sattar, and Amin ol Hagque.

The meeting was held at the Sirdh Houre hene,

The meeting is part of a broader consultation
process inaccondance with Bitwal Bhutio's vision
of a dedicated corstitutional oot to handle con-
stituticral maiters efichently and ensume ogpaal nop-
resentathon for &8 provinces the at federmd Jevel.

This reform is a critical part of the unfinished
agenc of 2006 Charter of Democracy, 1 will ensure
that po povernenent can manipuiate the judiciany for
potitical gains as envisioned by Shabeed Mohtanma
Beroar Bhatioto uphold democratic princples.

Draring the meeting, both panties reschid a
oonsenss on moving forward with constifutional
amendments in a transparent and collaboratinve
TSI,

The disevssions foossd on mainiairing ongoing
oofnmmunication and fosferng cooperaton beiwen
th v pirties.

Baoth sides exchanged views on their respeciive
pricrities, highfighting the importance of continuing
a corenactive dialogue.,

Serator Sherry emphasized the significance of
a longstanding refationship between the PP and
MM, adding, SDur disoussions today wene fruitful,
amed woe ane commmitted {0 mamtadning this agage-
Towent o forward.”

She highlighted that on the iretructions of Bi-
awal Bhutto, the PPP was actively engaging all
the stakeholders in the process of constitutional
reforms, “Today, we briefed the MOM leadership
about the establishment of constitutional coums”
she staterd

In & bedef talk with the media, MOM leader De
Famoon Settar reiterated thal politics wis the way 1o
engge the pedevant stakeholders

In ancther relsted development, the sub-com-
mitbe was Mondsy wdid to lnalise recommenda-
Thors aboul the constitutions] smendmends within
next two days and furnish them with the Special
Comrarattiee shabod fo meel on Thursday,

The Special Committes met here with Syed
Ehmshweed Shah i the cheir.

The ANP presented its draft for the constifu-
tional amendment and submitted a proposal for
rencaming Ehyber Pakhtmddvwa as “Padhtunidwa’,

It also supported the PPP aod PMIN's proposal
of extaldishing a Federad Constitutional Court bt
oppased the provincial constitutional coumns, terms
ingg it Eancifiul amd abeard idea putting unnecessary
frscal barden: on the state ity

The FT] has nof submitted its drafi (o the Special
Emmmmﬁmihﬁﬂmithmhim.umhm

tingg its proposals o dralt after & meeting with the
JlWFdﬁfF:ﬂrHtrhmmwmm:

In its proposal, the ANE apposed the fidng of
tenure of the chief pestice for three years anguing
that it was discriminabony and against the constitu-
tial norms.

The ANP suggested that in anticle 1 (2)a), after
onims words the Ehaber ooourring before Pakh-
tumddwa shall be omitted.

In anticle 17203} the folkowing shall be added,
*Parmment shall by low provide for equal pep-
resentation of te federal and respective provineal
governments i the management, administration
and regubstion of mineml oil and natural g,

In article 176, ANP suggestod that the folloswing
shall be added, “Provided that all provinces shall
herve equal umber of jodiges in the total strength of
ik Supeee Cotrt.”

Thie ANP also opposed a proposal for fiodng 40
vears as the age of 3 judge for appomdment to the
High Courl arguing that i would conpromise the
quality and integrity of the High Courts.

In the meeting, all the proposed drafts of the FTI
wene rejectiod.

Former privne minisber Baga Pervez Ashral said
any further delay was unjustified and now all the
perties will berve fo be seros

The proposed deadts of all politieal partes have
arrived: this smendment ks not fora singde individual
oF aspecific party,” he suid

Dearing b masitiveg, ANT chiel’ Aimal Wali Khen
and Opposition Leader in the National Assembly
Orar Ayieh Bhen esccharged bot words when Aimal
aociesed th FT1 of netvserious attitwde,

Accopding to the souroes, Ornar said, "I we are
serbous then we are sitting here.”

Botirees said Aimal responded thet he was rot
addressing him bat the chainmen.

Yous shouhd aleo address the chasr,” Aimal Wali
Ehan responced

Senator Brfan Siddiqui pointed out that all the
parties had submitted their drafts bat the PT] was
the only party that did not submil spthing in black
aned white.

Hezaid if the PT1 leaders were serious, then they
st have submtted their inputs on the drafls b
mait e,

India, Canada

Gontinwed from page 1

withdmawing its =ix diplomats
fromm Cargda, bt an Ottawa gov
errmend soarce tokd AFP they had
s expeeded, mot withdrawn

The 2023 murder of Cana-
dian citizen Hardeep Singh Nijiar
crashed the countin’s diplomatic
relations with India after Prime
Mimister Justin Trodes said there
wene “cridible allegations” inking
Indkn intelEgence serdioes to the
crime. The expalsion of the dip-
lormets - the most senior envoys
on both sides - b5 o major escaks-
tion in the row, India “decided o
exped” Ottawa’s acting High Com-
mbssioner Stewart Wheeler, his
deputy and four first srenetaries,
ordering they leave before mid-
night on Sancay.

Ottawa announced sioilar
messEes in refurm, with Cangdian
podice saying they had "evidence
perlaining to agents of the gov-
emment of India’s involvement
in sepiows criminal activity”™ in
Canesdan Nijrar = whio mnmbgrated
to Canada in 10897 and became a
citizen i 3015 - had advocated
for a separate Skh slate, known
s Khwdistan, carved ouf of [ewlia

He had been wanited by Indgn
wt}mﬁhﬁrutalhgedlwmm
and conspiracy to oommamdl -
dor. Four Indian nationals have
beoen arrested in connection with
Nigar's mairder, which ook place
i e parking Jof of a Sk temple
in Vancouver in Jume 2028

New Delhi had earbior sd it
bl “recebved a diplomatic come
membcation from Canads suggest-
ing that the Endizn High Compnis-
ﬂmrmdﬂhwﬁphmnlsm
persons of interest” i the ongoing
rvetigaion.

It said their envay, Sanjay
Kumar Verma, a former armbes-
sador to Japan and Sudan, was
a respected capeer diplonaat and
that the accusations were “fudi-
erons”, New Defhi's fonetgn mings-
oy sacd it el bk Wi fo relurm
heene, *We have no faith in the
cimrent Canadian Government’s
commamimend o eteare thedr ey
rity,” it sadd in a statement, [ndia
o Monday called allegations
it waz connecied to the klling
“prepostenas” mnd a *strategy of
smearing Endia for political gains™.

Last year, the Indian gov-
emment briefly curbed visas for
Canadians and forced (ftawa to
withulrw diplosate, and on Men-
day thnestenod Rarther action,

“India reserves the right to
take further steps in resporse Lo
{he Trwdesu Govemment's sup-
poet o exctmensism, vicknee and
eln minkdry sl

The foreign ministry also
summoned Canadiam envoy
Wheeder, who said that Oifawa
head given [nedin the @ddence it
il abermuanded.

*Canada has provided cred-
ibke, Errefutable evidence of ties
between agents of the Govem-
nerst of [ and the neneeder of
a Canolinn citizen of Canadian
sodl,” Wheeler told reporiers after
e the ministry,

Mo, i k& tme for India o
[ to what it s B would do
and Jook into all those allegations.
[t 3 in the mierest of both our
ovaintries and the peoples of our
ooamtries to get b the boltom of
this. Canack stands ready bo coop-
efate with Indin”

India then announced his

expikion. —AFP

Post-Oct 25

Continwed from page T

Coretitution Court

Thi source said that the begal
mind being guoted his sooess (o
the sipetior cor judges.

Theie legal personality, who
was approached by The News,
abeo confirmied this on condition
of not being named. He lamented
thet some apex ooumt judzes heave
e unnecessarily made contro-
versial, Thotrgh muny in politics,
miedia and Jegal fraternaty see the
decision in reserved seals case as
wedk, the source nsssted that the

that any delay beyond Oct Z5in
gedting the 26th constitutional
amendment passed would lead
b & Bl bobwesn irstibutions,
leaving partinment at the losing
el

Bikvwal adsn criticied the judi
clary’s timing regarding certain
actions, questioning why' the tm-
irg ol thee injunction on reserved
seats was not being scrutivized.
He pointed out the judiciary's
Toarpraage clarification issoed on
September 14, the day of & par-
liamentary sesston, which raised
questions about the jdiciany’s

Supreme Court after October 25 timing

woutld not do amy “misadventune”,
After the July 12 decision of
e Supremie Coten in i neserved
spats case, the govemment appre-
henids that the post-October 25
Supreme Court could audit the
February Selection to oust the

Later Bikswal also said thet he
respocts both Justioe Cud Facz
[ e uestboe Marsoor Al Shah
el that i 3 matier of recopd, bat
*1 don't henve the confidencs that
[Tastice] Mansoor Ali Shah Saab
will b ahle to control the other

Shelhaz Shanf government pav- fudges on his Supreme Cour™,

ing the way for the FTI regime,
Interestingly, some PTI leaders,
imchading Iniran Khan, also expect
the savee from the poct-Chetober
25 aperx couet,

The government's fear fur-
thered when eight judges of the
5C tzsued a clarification/onder in
the reserved seats case on Sep-
tember 14 when the govemmsnt
i s adlies woere all st to move

Some of the judges have
proved several times in the 634
Practice and Procedure case that
they atternpiid to go beyood their
copstitutional lmits to achiewe
their peditical objectives, Bilinwal
s in an nberview with a private
TV channe] Lt weele

Deofense Mindster Khawaja
Asif also recently expressed
apprehensions regarding the
n-:rb:-nr.ial audit of the 2024 elec-
tions following changes in the

The tirming of the clarification jodickary, referring to the retire

wes queestionsd by the ruling pofit-
ical parties. The PFPP Chairman

Bilivead Bluatto rooenily custiconsd

mend of Chief Justice of Pakistan
{CIP) G P b o the 25¢h of
iz month

PTI puts off

Continued from page 1

fouaner breran Kha in Adiala Jadl
eanty Tuesday.

It was conveyed to the PTI,
which faced internal division on
the opion of protest, by the gov-
ermuent thal medical checkup
of the incanceratid pary keader
will takoe phace Tuesdsy. PTI polit-
bral committes considered i and
decided to delay the protest for
thee timne bedng.

FTI Barrister Gohar con-
fireed the postponensent of the
profest and said that Inferior
Minister Mohsin Naqvi made an
official contact on behalf of the
goreminen and assuped that the

In the wake of this develop-
e, he explained the pescelul
et oies Deiin, posstponisd on the
semrance of the mberior minister.
The political committee held
dhedibrations on the povrmimset's
offer for the msdical exapniration
of PTI founder chaimman by PIMS
doctors. However, the Minktry
of Interior earfier had declined to
let the party teamn meet Imran in
the jail, saing such activity was
b for all inview of the 300
smmit

The deciston of protest Baced
sharp criticism nof only from the
government bt also from within
the party ranks and FTI allied also
wiie Fiod pirvpsaned Lo Jend spport

Pakistan, China
Continued from page 1

culturd modemisation, information techaology, ad
scienoe and techaology, for mutual benedit and Pald-
Shan's soco-eoananmi developnsnt.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Shanifl assured Pakd-
slan's unwavering commitment tv ercuring the
safety of Chinese natiorals and projects m Palestan
“Held moss prochactioe talks with Chiness Prensier
Li Qs Shefwbhe S i om his X social media
ate,

He s that they expressed satisation a1 the
progress of varous important CPEC initiatives
and agreed to ensure thedr timely execution. The
PME sakd theat they also discussed ways (o further
epance cooperation in multiple areas inchding
irade, investrment, eoonoiy, enengy, agrioultue, T,
and defence as well as regonal peace and secimity,
“Onr strategie partrership and full understanding on
OuIr Coee Ees i comerstone of regional stabality
and prospenty,” the PM sad.

He podnted oul that they presided over the
completion of rew Gwadar aisport amd withessed
the exchange of mportang Mol's that will enhance
cooperation in vanos felds, “Long Live Pak-China
friendship,” Shebbaz Shanif conchded

Both leaders agreed 1o continwe high-bevel
echanges, which nclide srenghening cooper-
tbom in all bilaberal aneas,

The meeting discussed the refocation of Chinese
inchestries to Pakistan and also exchanged views on
strategies to increase Chinese investment in Pald-
shan

It ws reiterated during the meeling that Paki-
ghan i Chire will confinne close consgltation a
maltlateral forums s well & on ismes of negonal
and globel importance.

Mearwhibe, Prinse Minkser Shelbeae Sharifl and
Chinese Preqvder Li Qiang virtuadly insggurated the
new Gwadar Intemational Alrport.
Shehbaz Sharifl sl completion of Gwadar Inter-
national Afrpont was a gift from China. He sad i
shows China's commitneent and dedication (o sup-
port Pakistan's economic developrent agenda and
Toypeomete backwasds aress of country.

He expressed the confidence that completion
of this intemational Gwasdar arpon woulkd not only

mepuace of terrorism and defence also came under
discission

T Chnees P B rode of Pakistan's armisd
fornces agaire! temmorism and his oountry’s full sup-
poit and asssdance in this war.

Earlier on Monday, Pakastan apd Chira signed
L3 memorandums of understanding {Molls) for
entharying oooperation inchading nenewal of the cur-
ency swips agroeieni between the two coumiries
ard signing of the protorol on quarantine require-
ments for export of donkey meat to China

Buoth the countries did nod sigy azy Mol refuted
to the re-profiling of Chinese [PP debt of $15.4 bil-
lhon dhiriryg the officzal vist of the Chiness premmber
to Pabdstan,

However, Minister for Finance Mohammad
Aurangzeh when asked by The News said the profil-
ireg of Chanese [PPs debt wis work in progress.

Minkster for Planning Ahsan kbal said Pabistan
ardl Chinsa borve agreed to move towands constre-
toa ol Mainkine-1 (ML-1) wnder which Chana woald
grant financing for construction of phase] from
Karachi to Hydersbad. The financing agreement for
ML-1, b zmid, wontkd b done e both sides agreed to
devise mocalities in months ahwad,

E‘ali:nlmmi Chirsa signasd Moll for strengthe
ening secundy cooperation a5 China Intemations]
Development Cooperation Agency (CIDCA) and
Ministry of Economic Affairs reached by the leaders
of two coaniries woubd nodniain a security e
el fo divedopment. Bodh porties woulbd mesintain
o peacefidl and secume ervironmend for developmment
which is an important guarantee for deepening
development cooperation and both Sdes agreed 1o
funther strengihen counter terrorism and security
cooperation. The CIDCA is willing to provide six
bullegproof vehickes to suppon national securty
arwd eoononde and social developmient of Pakistan,

Both sides will maintain communication on
related specific matters, discuss and sobe relevant
isies Ehnotigh consltabion ina tmely meanner.

Pakistan and China sigred cooperation for Tele-
vision coroduction. The agreement between Pakg-
san aned Chire dms to promote caltural exchanges
by encouraging oo-productons in fedovigion The
collshoration allows the production of television
contenl that will be beneficial in fostering cultural
understanding and cooperation, particularly by
meeting techndeal and creative pequirements set by
both reticng The media should note the role this
agreoment phays in bringing both nations” culiural

traresform Gwadar's econary, but slso economy of - rarratives to wider audiences, enhancing bikateral

the coumntry.

Expressing gratitude 1o Chinese leadership,
Shehbaz appreciated untiring «ffonts of Pakistan
md Chinese engineers and workers for their efforis
in buMirg & workd cles alrport ab Gwadar,

ties. For fire and rescue vehicles project, a better
of exchange highlighted China's commitient to
aid Pakistan with 19 fire trucks, a mudti-functional
rescue vehicle, and a pescue excavator. It would

sigrificantly boost Pakistan's emengency response

He said a signing ceremony and exchange of capabilities, specifically for fire and rescoe services

Mols between Pakistan and Ching invarious fiekds,
includirg industry, sgdcultune and commence was
wittweszed by prime mingsters of both coumtries.
The PM expressed confidense that the Mol s would
shape into agreenients very soon through joint
efforts of both cotmniries.

Chinvesse Premier Li Qiang sabd his country would
coptiree working with Pakistan to uphold the pein-
ciphe of plannirg, building. sod beniefiting together.

He sabd the New Gwadar Infemnationad Airpont
is a crithcal step in buikding Gwadar inbo 2 regional
hushof connectivity. He firther said that Chinese and
ard airpont in e years, demonsirating the strength
of Chitne-Prakistan cooperation

T Chiansssee presmber expressed confidence that
the mangmation of the New Gwadar Intemational
Arport would significantly enhance connectivity
the Gwadar region,

The Chivese prime mindster assured that Beifng
wotikd contirise to work closely with the inbimats
Pakistand friends in building and benefitivg together
by pursuing the goals of high standands, sustainabil-
ity and high quality of Belt and Road Injtiagive.

Refierring to thee PakeChire ties, L Qing termed
those “special relationship apd (riessdship”, sayving
that this allweather strategic pantnership was fur-
ther deepering. “The ursque and unbrealable time-
tessted ironckud fhendship stood the global changing

e b,

Mearwhile, the military leadership of Pakistan
it visiting Chinese Priene Minister Li Qiang here
on Mondsy.

The Chinese premier held an important meeting
with Chadrmean Joint Chiefs of Salf Comenittes and
ikres services chiefs, The meeting expressed the
resolve to further strengthen and widen relations
betwieen the two countries. Matters relating to

Nawaz hopes
Continued from page 1

Forelm Minister Subrahmanyam Jashankar i
scheduled to aftend.

*1 have always been a supporter of good rela-
thaone with India,” Mawag sid, expressing hope that
v weas an opporfumity o revive the refationship.

“Tt woudd benve besen @ great thing if FM [Naren-
ehra) Modi bewd also attended the SCO summit. [ do
b theat b el s will hisve an oppoviumity to sit
together i the nodLomdistant futare,” the former
prefmier sad

Relathons betwoen the two countries Fave gone
thpough periods of Saw from Gme to e but have
bty Largedy frosen sinee Pakistan downgraded dip-
Jommatic ties in 3010 Fellowing abrogtion of Article
370 — revoking spevcial status of Indian [egally
Ocoupied Jammu and Kashmir {BIK).

Eslaamabad has Enked its decision to nomedising

in Islamabed.

Infoermestion awd Commumication Coopention
The Mol fiocases on enhancing digital infrastme-
buzre, promoding projects such as choud services,
smart classrooms, and green enengy solutions for
higher education. Thiz is pivotal for Pakistan's dig.
ital trarefonstion and compeditive standing in the
ghobal market.

Strengthening Livellhood Cooperation: This
Mob! strengihens social and livelthood projects
urder the China-Palastan Economic Cormidor
{CPEC), focusing on agricultune, healtheare, and
vocationa] training, [E supports Pakistan's socio-eoo
moanic developenent and aligns with broader negional
poaids amcer the Belt ard Rood Irstistior (BRI

Devilopmwnt of Joint Laboratoties: This Mol
on disaster prevendion and hydropower technol-
ogy. The joird research and techeology ansfer will
epfance Pakistan's capabilifies in &seder nanmgge
et and niral electrfcation.

Water Conservancy and Disaster Mitization:
This Mol aims at addressing Palistan’s needs in
flood confrol and post-disaster reconstraction. It
irvchaces initiatives Blke miver trairing s food pre
vention, which are cruckal for eitigating disaster
irnpects in vulnerable regions

Minutes of 13th Joint Cooperation Commities
meetirg of CPEC anwd Tih Jofnt Working Group on
Gwaidar under CEPC were also handed over.

Eartier n the diay, the Chinese premier landed
in Isdavmbead on fouar-day offbcial visit ahead of the
honehai jon Orgarisation (300) ..

APP adds Premier Li earlier armived at PM
Hoame, and Prire Minkster Shehbos Sharif wanmly
received him &t the fomal welcome ceremony,
where he was given a guand of honour before pno-
cvidings for the meeting ad delegationdevd talks

gt the froety thes, the beo coambries agreed
to reew the 20 ceasefire agreement along the
Line of Control (LoC’) in Febrary 2021,

Earlser in 3023, Nawae gressed the need to
impecee rekations with nedghbours incheding Indsa
ard Afghanistan, notirg that during b ferures two
bt premiers — Atal Bihari Vajpayee in 152 and
Narerudra Modi in 2015 — bead visited Pakistan

The PMLN president had also copgratulated
Mol o his pe-plection as the Indin prime minister
forr thee record thand time.

Yo pasty’s suooiss in recent dhections reflects
the confidence of the peapde in your leadership,”™ he
whote on X

Lt us replece hate with hope and seize the
opporiunty to shape the destiny of the two billion
podcple of Souith Ast,” he had added.

Mo responded to the messsge in kind, saying:
“Appreciate your message Nawaz Sharif. The pec-
ple of Indea have always stood for peace, secuzily
and progressive deas, Advancing the well-being

intepist of the peophe ad the coumizy, he added
The JULF chief said he will meet the PPP Chalr-  Special Compaitiee on Thursday, (October 1T)

All set for SCO summit today

Continwed from page 1

of prime ministers and high-ranking
offbcials from the SO0 member dates,
inchuding Russia, Belams, Kazakh-
stan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbek-
istan, anvd the First Vice President of
Tran. The Extemal Affabrs Minister of
Ineclizn i Proemvider of the State Counil
of Chirg, Li Clarg, will also nepresent
Eheir pespesctive coamitries.

The prime minkster of Mongolia
ae observer state, aned depaty chagr-
e o thee cabinet of ministers and
foreign minkster of Turkmenistan as
special guest will abso participate in
o

The SO0 Coamecil of Heads of Gow.
ermment meeling would disous ongo-
ing oooperation i fhekds of econanmy,
linkoges amed Teview the performanse
of the orgadsation

PM Shehbaz Sharil would take
over the chair of SO0 Coumna of Chief
ExcoutivesTeads of the Govemment
on Tuesday (today) for the period of
o year, as India is relinquishing it
after 17 mondkes.

He would also hold important
bilateral meetings with the visiting
hescks of delegations on the sidelines
of the meeting.

Indian Minister for Extermal

Aflairs (MEA) Subrahmanyam Jais
hankar would represent Indian Prime
Minsster Marendra Modi at the sum-
mit. His woulld stay in [sbamabed foe
aboug 24 hours, and he would retum
b bis capital on Wednesday evening.

Jabshambar's visit wosrkd be the first
T su Il ecterned adffidirs: mnindstir in
almeost 10 vears. He might attend the  home
welcome dinner, hosted by PM She-
hbaz Sharif at the PM House for the
delegates on Toesday.

Fethr b cosanaries hove exchnded
sz prroegect of & formal belateral et
g o the oocasion, bt visiting ndian
minister, like other delegates, would
convers with host PM Shehlos Shae
rif ard Dsputy PM Senator Iaheag Dar,
who i alko his counterpart, prior 1o
the makn summit. Jaishankar already
stated that he was not traveling to
[damabad to address bilateral rela-
f3ons but o fulfil his role 4 a "good
e of the SO0, which comprises
Pakistan, Ching, Bussia, lran, India,
sl four Central Askn nathores.

The last Indian EAM to visit Paki-
shan was Sushma Swaraj in December
M5

The Indian PM has never partic-
ipstedd in the anmeal mecting of the
Coumetl of Heads of Gosemment since
[nelia Becanse a member n 2007, 56
Jashankar's attendawe comes a8 no

ayed Bhurshesd Shah convened a mecling of

SIEHSE,

Indian High Commission media
winyg todd The News on Monday it had
no chase shout any schedile of media
intermction of fis EAM. But sources
hirted ihat since Pakistan would
raise the issue of Jammu and Kash-
i, ooougpied by Indiz, in its principal
statemnent, Jakshankar ndght nespond
lhmw meedia before his refuming

Searves binted tht the Indian min-
Ester would have 3 least two meatings
on the margins of the summit with
Chiness ane] Buasstan foneign minksters,

Meanwhile, Federal ]-I:ldmr for
Information and B Attan-
Lah Tarar Mondsy termed the profest
call of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Iread {FIT)
a hollow theeat, saying that the amea
frofm the airport to the red 2one was
cornprletely sife.

He said & was a matter of pride to
hokd such @ big event in Pakistan after
27 wears, noting that after 11 years,
comee to Pakistan,

He was holding a news conferenoe
after Chinese pritne mindster’s arvival
in Pakistan. He said PTT's protest call
was a trivial B=ue as the party lead-
ers wew fighting amorg themsedves;
Hamid Khan and AR Muhanmad
Ehan did nof want any protest, and

Tuesday morming

dhectiors: will b sond fo Adiadas Jal to § became of the 500 sammit,
taking pkace in the federl capital,

He zaid he did nof understand
th purpase of the proted, He said
the armvy, rngers awd iToops wene

deployed and fool-proof security
prbesesnes: wepe inden

The minister said Pakistan's
SODTWGIIY Was MOVIng in a positive
direction, noting Bloomberg called
Pakistan an emerging economy;
fervestaent i incrsiedgg duss to redue-
tiom of policy rates, inflation rate
has decreased to 6.59pc, IT exports
are increasing rapidly, he added. He

contimued that Pakistan's emerging  at the mtermationad level and whena  been inctalled

ooy wie befrg viewed positively
ncross the world

To a question about PTT's stvle
of politics, Tarar sabd the mope you
imcrease hadred and ego, the more it
will incresse. "On the one side, there
ego while on the other is patriotis
an historically, there has alwaps beon
adifference between what isright and - sports
what i wrong " be remarked.

The minkster condenced that those
who could carmy out May$ attacks,
desecrate the mamyrs' metmorals by
destroying themy, these who could
write tothe IMF 1o bankaugst the coan

ol statuss of the [IOVE.

ership ane bigger than Pakistan, then
I hearves i righiE B Rive iy Padistan,” I
aldid,

Tarar saud if Pakistanis extsts, then
there are political parties and politi-
Clana, *If someon siys that it i mot
Pakistan, then it can only be regmt-
ek, he argied.

Referving to the SCO moot, the

miindster said that *it &5 a matber of  jecting bonaers of different SO0 men-

pride for s to have an event of this
level in Pakistan after 27 vears, the
image of Pakistan has been pestored

eoumiry hosts sach a big conferenee, it
also speaks vohimes abot its coagrabdl-
ithes. ft's good that we have the abifity
i ol major evenss”,

H: s theat the sascoessful biokding
of the 500 mesding gives hope that
“we have the abiliy to ongandss the
Warkd Cup or a major infermational

sports competition tomorrow. The
imuage of Pakistan will be impooved at
tihe ghostsal Jewed by boldlingg the event”.

Separately, the federal govern-
mienit lanched the Media Facilitation
Centre on Monday, equipped with
micst modern Bilities, b assst nfer-

Iy, those who think that any leader naticnal and kocal media during the

was bigger than Pakistan, *let me
ke it clear that no political party,
nchuding his and no political leader, is
bgger than Pakistan”.

00 Summit 2084, being hosted by
Pabdstan for the first time on Ooctober
1-la

The facilitation cenfre was

somw others weresoing it wasadmed  “The day [ understand that my  launched here at Pak-China Prend-

al ondy rocopding thedr prodest,

poditical party and moy poditical lesd-

chip Centre by the information min-

ibes itk Mew Dl with the retormtion of the g ard seeurity of our people shall always peenain our
prioiity.”

ister, along with senior officers of the
miangstoy,

The centre has been decorated
with thematic pictonals, banners and
devorative material, fountains, high-
Ephting the national budmarks of the
member states, paficipating in the
-tk regional summit.

The mvsdza oendne hias SMDs, pro-

the coumilny’s forvign policy os intema-
tored et in Pakistn grows,

In o exchsne alk with a private
news channel, she emphasised the
significance of the SC0 Summt in
restoring confidence and gergtien.
ing diplomatic ties for Paldstan, which
were damaged I the previous regamee.
“The S0 Sumrwit presents a crisdal
opportunity for Pakistan to deipen
it eoonomnic Hes with meniber stages,
particularly China and Bussta and
position itself o a b for trade and

The manistry hees set up o display  integration within the reglon,” she
cpvire providing literatore reganding  added
potable erary figures, cultural her- "By actively participating in the
itage, archacological sifes, fourism  S00, Pakisfan can enhance its geo-
potential and other information valy-  political and economic standing,
abde for the visiting dignitaries and the  strengthen security cooperation and
nternafional media promote regonal conmectivity,” she

A higheepeed wifl intemet, shsdo, added
printing facilities have also been pro-  “India’s participation n the SC0
wided at the centre. Sumimit alongside Pakistan is a sig-

Member National Assembly nificant devidopment whine Indis can
Bagrister Daniyal Chavdhary visited gt anopporiumity todisouss baoes on
different sialls and cafeteria of the  table talles” she added
bcilitation contre and appreciated the  Sherry also emphasised that the
minister and his tesm. Pakistrn Tetreek-e-lneaf (FTT) should

Separately, Pakistan Peoples Party  demonstrate maturity and understand
(PPP) leader Shemy Bebanan Mondsy  the significance of the 00 summit
expressd e epthusiamm about the "The SCO surmit, fournded by China
SO0 supamit, corsidering if & skgnifi- and Fussia in 2001, focuses on key
cank honour for Pakistan and believed  areas such as political, economie,
that the pivotal event would not only  international security, and defence
bolster regional Ges bat also stabflise matters” she added

hers, whenzas a dedicated mudtimedia
showeasing eve cafching landseapes
wwl cultural hentage of Pakistan has
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Strategic importance of
connectivity emphasised
for regional prosperity

Jamila Achakzai

ISLAMABAD: Multilateral
collaboration through re-
gional organisations pro-
vides a wital and stahle
framework for enhaneing re-
gional cooperation amnd con-
nmectivity, The organisations,
such as the Shanghat Coop-
eration Organisation (SC0),
provide the foundation for
effective partnerships, play-
ing & crucial role in fostering
peace, security, and stable
economic growih.
Coinciding with the 25rd
Council of Heads of Govern-
ment meeting of the SC0 in
Islamabad, the Institute of
Policy Studies (TPS) has pub-
lished "Bridging Horizons:
Unravelling the enigma of
connectivity between Pak-
istan and Ceptral Asia’,
Authored by Dr. Faisal
Javaid, Dr. Uzma Siraj, and
Polish scholar Prof. Dr
Arkadivse  fukowski, the
study offers a comprehen-
sive analysis of the histori-

cal, geopolitical, and eco-
noamie dimensions that con-
nect Pakistan and ofher SC0
member states, particularly
the Central Asian nations.

As Pakistan and other re-
gional countries  deepen
their relatbonships, the book
emphasizes the strategic im-
portanee of connectivity in
achieving regional prosper-
ity, echoing the kegacy of the
ancient Sk Boad and mod-
o infrastructune projecs
likee thee Belt and Road Initia-
tive (BRI,

Since joining the 300 n
27T, Pakistan has actively
contribubed to regional ini-
Hatives promoling security,
stability, and coonomic de-
vielopment, Bridging Hori-
wons explones how the SC0%
mission provides a crucial
platform for collaboration,
essential for fostering re-
gl connectivity and eco-
rvmiic growth. Through its
varions initiatives, the or-
ganization aims to enhance
infrastruciune, energy coop-

eration, and financial inte-
gration  across  member
states, The study alzo high-
hights the alignment of S00
goals with key projects such
a5 the China-Pakistan Eqo-
nomic Cormidor {(CPEC),
which posithons Pakistan as
a vital transit hub linking
Central Adia to Sowh Asia
Al e Middle East,

While the ook highlights
numeros opporunities for
eronomic colaboration, in-
cluding energy projects like
the TAPI gas pipeline and
CASA- 1000, it also adkdpesses
critical challenges. Infra-
structure deficits, vast dis-
tances, difficult terrain, and
geopaitical tensions often
hizvcher megional coopreration,
The authors argue that the
SCO should adopt an infe-
grated approach fo over
coming these barriers by en-
gaging external pariners,
international organizalions,
ancd the private sector to
boost  expertise and  re-
SOHITOES,

CPI rescues 11 girl
students from college hostel
after abuse complaints

Myra Imran

ISLAMARALD: Resproncling Lo
repors of abuse ad harass.
ment against the CEQ and
commandant of a private
cadet college in Hummak,
the Child Protection Insti-
tute (CPD, in collaboration
with the Islamabad Capital
Territory (ICT) administr.
tion, conducted a raid and
recovered 11 femade stu-
dents from the college hos.
el

The raid was led by CP1
Director General Rabeoa
Hadi alongside Assistani
Deputy Commissioner
Mehreen Baloch, During the
operation, the team in-
spectidd the hostel facilities
and found the environment
‘urguitable’ for healthy liv-
ing Besides that, there is no
separation  between  the
boys' and girds' hosteds. The
team, which also included
Area Magistrate EKamran
Saghir and CPI Child Protec-
tion officers, met with the

hosted’s femabe warden and a
yvoung teacher who was only
a graduate. "We are cur-
rently evahiating the hostel's
siandards and the rles
under which the college is
registered. Meanwhile, the
girts have been removied
from the premises. Medical
examinations have been
conducted and the reports
confirm sgns of bruising on
the students, svien a month
after the reported incident,”
stated DG CPl Rabeea Hadi.
She sald that the gids regis-
teped complaint with CP1
through helpline 1121,
According to the state-
ments of gid students, the
izsupe started with a pe-
rpested of an outing Smilar
to those regularly arranged
for male students. The girl
sludents degoribed the hos-
tel conditions as cramped,
lacking any space for pecre
ational activities. The outing
was scheduled for Septem-
ber 15 but was canoelled a
the last moment, causing

frusteation among the girls,

The gids gatlered ina room |

and staried discussng the
disappeointing attitwde of the
administration. The junior
teachers reported the inci-
dent to the male administra-

tion, seeking disciplinary |4

measures. Fearing punish-
ment by the mabe staff, the
girls locked the mom from
irside amd insisted on the
presence of female warden
before engaging with the
made siaff. Instead, the male
stafl forcibly broke down
the door.

Following this, comman-
dant allegedly assanlted the
girls with a slick and forced
them to perform approxi-
mately 00 repetitions of a
sit-stand while continuing

S

ISLAMABAD: Renowned businessman and philanthropist
Mohammed Bashir Janmuhammad received “Life Time Best
Busiressman Award” by Presiden! of Pakistan Asif Ali
Zardari. Alif lkram President FPCCI, Fay i
Vice President FPCCT and SM Tanveer
communily also seen in the piclure.

Magoon Senior
eader of business

Adrertorial

An open letter to Dr S Jaishankar

By Syed Nayyar Uddin Ahmad

Your Excellency D 5. Jaishankar,
homowrable minister of extemal af-
fairs, Government of India, it iswith
great respect and anticipation that
we, on bhall of the prople of Pak-
Estan, welcome you on your maiden
visit to our eountry in connection
with the Shanghai Cooperation O
ganization (SO0} Summit in [slam-
abad,

This visit holds profound signifi-
caree, 0ot only imthe context of the
mudtilzteral framework of the SCO
but also in the historical narrative of
our bilateral relationship, At this piv-
odal moment, we must seize the op-
portunity to reflect on our shared
history, our present challenges, and,
most importantly, the immense po-
tential of a pescelil and prospaerois
future for both India and Pakistan.

As we welcome you, we extend
our warm wishes to all the people of
India for a happy, peaceful, and pros-
peros future, We, the people of Pak-
Etan, would hke 1o communicate (o
our Indian brothers and sisters thad
if we are to genuinely pursue fiend-
ship, that friendship must be true,
devoid of pretension or hypocrisy.
Authentic refations can onky be buoili
o the foundation of mutual respect,
understanding. and a sncere com-
rdtrment fo peace. It is in this spirt
that we urge hoth ouwr nations o
maove beyond the distrust that has
defined much of our shared history
and to embark on a new jourmey of
oo ral .

Thae truth s, neilher Pakistan nor
India has anything to gain from hos-
tilities. Even if, ypothetically, either
side harbowred ambitions of dom-
natioun, the reality of today's world,
particularly in hight of our nisclear ca-
pabilities, renders such notions fis-
tile, A conflict between our nations

CAIRD: The second balch of 61 Palestinian students from Gaza leaving Cairo for Is-
famabad on Monday to continuve their studies in variows medical and denfal institutes

woatld bring nothing but devastation
for bodh, and indieed, for the broader
region, The idea that one can enverge
victorious without severe conse
meences iz an ilhision. We are inter-
twined not only by geography but by
the shared Mumwees of over a billion
people. It i time o recognize that
war, in any form, B not an option -
for either of s,

S0 why confinue to wasie pre-
cHonEs tme, energy, and resounces in
sustaining policies of enmity that

only perpetuste this futile cyele of blood

hatred? Why should we remain pris-
orwers of this past, dlinging to histon-
cal grievances that offer no solution
for the futyure?

It t5 tirme 1o bury the bittemaess of
the past and embrace a new era of
genuine fiendship, alin to the e
markable transformation witnessed
in BEvrope, There, nadions that wene
once bitter enemies - countries that
fought two devastating workd wars -
now live in pesce and harmony.
Their borders are open, their
eoonoibes integrabed, and their col-
b tve energies focused on divelop-
et awd progress mather than cons

fey the world, and te each odher, that
we are serons about our commit-
menk bo a peacefl subcontiment.

Together, let 15 wage a war, not
against each other, but against the
irue enembes of our people poverty,
anger, disease, and iliteracy, Lef ws
transfomm our region into a bastion
of peace and a haven of prospenty,
where fudure generations can live
without the shadow of conflict hang-
ing over them.

Ring out faise pride in plce and

The civie slander and the spite;
Ring in ilve bove of trath and right,
King in il commaon love of good,
Ring out old shapes of foul dis-
ey
Ring out the narrowing lust of
gobd;

Ring out the thousand wars of
old,

Ring in the thouwsand years of

| e Tul R
India and Pakistan, with their

rich histories and immense human

potential, only need a decade of gen-
uine peace fo cmenge a8 global eoo-
nomic amd cultural powerhomgses,

flict. Europe's story is one of The talend, creativity, and resitience

reconciliation and renewal, and it
serves as an inspiring example for
South Asia

W echio Uhe timeelisss sentiment:

Ring out the ofd, ring in the

Ring, happy bells, across the
ST

The year is going, ket him go;

Ring out the fakse, ring in the troe.

Let us, too, have genuine peace -
el Dl rovene sl e of war, bat thae
presence of (rust, cooperation, and
mtual benefit. Let us take the bold
siep of removing military forces
from our borders, not out of weak-
ness or naiveld, but cud of the confi-
dence that peace is the anly path for
ward. By doing so, we would signal

of our peoples, once unburdened by
cogiflict, will prope! both nations to
unprecodented heights, But this
e formiation hinges on one critical

new, condiion: mithentic peace. A peace

that mirrors the unily of Europe, a
region once dddled with conflict bt
now thriving as a mode of coopera
tion and colbective progress,

Why' should India and Pakistan
condine on a path that keeps us di-
vided, much like the Koreas? Why
not sirive instead to emulate the
unity of Europe, where former ad-
versaries now work hand-in-hand for
the eorrumon good? Eurpe’s suocess
was born out of pragmatism, ned sen-
timentality. [t was the realization that

cooperation, not conflicl, was the
key to a brighter futune,

Today, both lndia and Pakistan
possess nuclear arsenals, and the
poncept of one nation “conquering”
the other has been rendensd obso-
fete, A Mullscale war bedween us, ¢
pecially a nuckar one, would result
in mutwal destruction, leaving no
winmers, only desolation, The very
idea of a "victory™ through waris a
dangerous delusion. History has
shown us, through lgunes like Hiler
and Mussolini, that such ambitions
ondy bead to cat asinophe.

Thus, peace is not just a chofoe
for Invdia and Pakistan - it is the only
opdion. Challenges between our na-
tons will always exist, bul we must
prioritize peace above all else. It is
time to trarseend our differences,
ok by ignorng them, bt by manag-
gt them ima way that fosters under
standing rather than conflict.

Cine key issue thal continues (o
girain our relationship is Kashmir,
the unfinished agenda of the panti
thon. While this issue remains deeply
emotional and complex, it must be
resolved faidy, with the aspirations
of the Kashmiri people at the fore-
front. The UN resolutions provide a
framework, but the best way for-
ward may be to give the people of
Kashmir, on both sides of the Line of
Control, & tenyear cooling-odf pe-
riadl. During this time, unhindered
trade and hasske-free travel should
b allowed, enabling Kashmids to
build bridges of undersianding.

Excellency, let s tum a new
page in our history with a smple vet
profound slogan: Long live the
friendship of the teeming millions of
India and Pakistan, Together, we can
batild a future where both our na-
tions thrive, and our pecple prosper
in pasace and harmony,

Best wishes for your visit,

People at risk with
immunodeficiency

chifis,

Muhammad Qasim

ISLAMABALY. The change in
weather conditions along
with variation in temgserature
betweei day and night in this
region of the country may
put peaple living with im-
munodeficiency al greater
- | risk of confracting infections
pariicularly the respiratory
fract infections including
colds, My, throat infections,
priewmonia and acute bron-

Almost all public sector

twin cities of lamalad and
Rawalpindi along with pei-
vade clinics have started re-
cEving a significant mumber
of patients with fever, some
throat and fu after a fall in
temperature at night, dawn
and in the morming. It is ime-
portant that nod opdy the vari-
ation in temperature but also
hikgh pollution level i e air
canes gpread of vanons sea-
sonal ailmenis. According (o
expens, vinus, bacteria, fun-
gus, parasites awd a numbser
of other oiganisms that can

%F |:ul1;.|~5h:.11 {E_;L.niqhme-nt. of Pakistan. healihcare facilities in the case infections
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ISLAMABAD: A student of -

Aghosh Alkhidmat College,
Murmree, Abdur Rehman has
receividd a scholarship for
higher education in Turkiye,

“Abdul Behman after
higher secondary education
at Aghosh College, left for
Turkiye for funbhesr edacation
on scholarship,” the college

aclmi nistrator sakd.

martyrdom of 20 workers

Valed régstrabon wih Pakistan Engrooring Coundl [PEC) valed catoo7y and hining

in a terrorists’ attack on | | SREELTY CRITERIA [MAMDATCRY):
Duki coal mine in||?
Balochistan,

ir

In a statement, the NLF
Preddent demanded of the
Federal and Provineial
(rovernments Lo enSEre ge- r
curity of workers commu-
nity particularly those 1
working ab coal mines. 2
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akistan s
nol  only
one af the
most  wul-

nerable countries
to climate change
bt also amongs the only thres
that are continuously impacted,
It remains perilously caught in
the eve of the climate slom.
While being a mindmal (less
than ome per cent) contributor
tor this global issue, it is unjustly
bearing the carbon excesses of
the ghobal climate polhiters as it
distressingly faces up to rav-
aging floods, unliveable heat-
waves, uncontrollable forest
fires and expanding droughis.
Climate change alss contin
wes to exacerbate the country’s
spiraling economic meltdown,
primarily triggered by the high
and coninueoasty Asing energy
costs of scandalously pegoti-
ated power projects, mostly
ranning on imported fuel. The
escalating fuel bills are dpping
apart the national fabric amd
Maying havor with the lves of
ordinary citizens already over-
burdened beyond their means
At the heart of this anforgiv-
ing situation, Bes the counirys
‘eoal dilemma’ which is com-
pelling it to make some stark
choices on iis energy front
On the one side, Pakistan
has just started bo reap the ben-
efits of its lange coal reserves in
the Thar desert. AL 180 Bton
they are the world’s seventh
Burgest coal reserves and ane es-

Between coal and clean energy

timated Lo be encugh to polen-
tially fuel 100,000MW of energy
foir 200 years. This purely indige
OIS SRLFOE e rnains mostly un-
tapped and promises to be a
cheap energy source that can
also offset the burgeconing fuel
irnport Bill Moreover, it emmbeds
the benefitz of providing a reli-
able base load necessary for the
stability of thi energy gemera-
tion system in the country.

At the global level, despite
the large chest-thumping an-
nouncements of phasing down
coal, it still predominantly fuelks
the global ceonomy. The ongolng
Ukraine war ironically peomgsted
a return Lo coal in a number of
countries that had previously
vowed to stop using this fuel
These global trends cleardy evi-
dence that immediate national
cconomic interests, as always,
comdinue (o overmde bonger-lerm
ghobal climate change benedits

O the flip side, there is no
doubi that climate change is
proving to be the real weapon
of mass destruction, unleashing
its impacts with rising ferociiy
and increasing frsquency seross
the globe and coal remains the
villainous dirty fuel exacerbat-
ing the issue. All countries now
understand, and accept this,
and have been struggling (o ini-
tially phase down and then
eventually, phase out this fuel.

What is becoming clear is
thent expeanking coal-based psower
generation will  increasingly

ot with associated costs in
the future. These may mnge
Troan bencding bandks pefusing Lo G-
nance this expansion bo setting
i tanif and nontanil trade har-
riers such as the recent EU-
based Carbon Border Adjust-
ment Tax, to global carbon
pricing rechanisis that will aim
o curiadl this coal expansion
Pakistan has always end eay-
oured to be a part of the solu-

urgent low-cost energy needs
uzing the cheap local indige-
nowes coal o put this on a low
priority owing (o global climate
concerms, Thepe is o casy way
out of this predicament.
Within this contradiciory
context, Pakistan announced its
ANDC" (Nationally Determined
Contribution) at COP26 in 2021
which gave a clear roadmap for

its future development pathway.

with these shifts in place, Pak-
istan could offset all of is car-
b emissione of around 500 MT
and even go ‘carbon negative’,
Adongside this vision was the
big and bald announcement of
haliing all future expansion of
coal power, based on inported
coal, and to only employ the
best available technologies in-
cluding underground coal gasifi-
cation, for local eoal ntibzation.

Pakistan has always endeavoured to be a part of the solution to
climate change, and not add to the problem. While facing its
dilemma on coal, it is also fortunate to have the luxury of
possessing cleaner fuel options available in the country, including
abundant solar, wind channels and a huge untapped hydel energy
potential along the Indus cascade

tion to climate change, and not
add to the problem. While fac-
ing its dilemma on coal, it is
also forfunabe to have the Jux-
ury of possessing cleaner fuel
aplions available in the country,
including abundant solar and
wind channels and a huge un-
tapped hydel energy potential
along the Indus cascade,
Pakistan'’s existing coal gen-
eration is 14 per cent of the en-
ergy mix - =till much lower than
the global utilisation average,
bk this could rise very quickly
in the future. The quandary it
faces is whether to addoess its

It was globally acclaimed as
being ome of the most wnam-
biguous visions as, by 2030, i
targeted a shift (o 60 per cent
renewable energy, which in-
chuded large hydm projects, as
wiell a5 a transport shift to 30
per cent electric vehicles.

In addition, it announced a
massive carbon sequestration
vision, backed by nature-based
solutions including the *10 Bil-
Lion Tree Tsunami’ (now lenmed
*Grecn Pakistany and expansion
of its protected areas network
under the ‘Protected Areas Ini-
tiative’, It was estimated that

The INDC also laid out two
emission reduction pathways.
Pakistan would shift its emis-
shons pathway 15 per cent below
BAU (Business as Usual) using
s o risourees and coubd also
make the much larger shift of
taking this 509 below BALT con-
tingent to attaining associated
climate finance = to the towe of
S04 bl leon 1Ll 2060, T dodng so.
Pakistan has tded (o addeess the
coal dilemma. The country has
signalied a willingness 1o shift to-
wards a lower carbon growth
trajectory but made it condi-
ol to climate finanoe,

A loeal mesearch instifute
(PRIELY) hes just done a very use-
Tl eomparison of the future ooal
cxpansion options for Pakistan
el clecuboesd that thee incremental
costs, of shifting to the cleaner
ooal gasification technology from
v exsting! coal buming, is more
than three times (Es1EWh to
Rk Wh while this shift could
avoid and reduce carbon emis-
sions by more than 70 per cont.

An even bigger green jump
can be made by deploying car-
bon capdure and storage which
drops the carbon emissions (o
et e Dt escakaties thee ineme
mental cost almost 18 times
(Bs178&Why The mesage is
very clear. Pakistan's clean en-
ey transition ot of coal comes
with an incremental cost. This
irresition Becomes eruitable ad
just = only if this oxtra cost is
meatehed with additions] and
ooneciszsonal ¢ lirmate Bnancing

The good news is that inno-
vative financing mechanisms
for such a transition are now
fast evolving, and becoming
available, for countries willing
te think and set out of the box,
The Asianm Development Bank
anmounced the ETM (Energy
Transition Mechanbsm) in 2021
intending to shift country prok
oot ol of coal towards pemew-
able amd ensure revenie neu-
trality for the investors throwgh
concessional financing

Pakistan came forward and
became ome of the inftial five

countries chosen to pilot this in-
nivvative climate financing in-
strument. However, since then,
wie hevve failed to fully capitalize
on this epporunity towards a
green shift while others, includ-
ing Indonesia, have worked to-
wards early retirement of their
carbom-EmitiEng projcis.
Similarty, the JETM (loint Exn
ergy Transition Mechankan) & an
instrument where many coun-
tries jointly pool to inancially -
cilitate & cloan enwergy transion.
South Africa ventured Lo Jead
this by announcng its transition
out of coal while managing to
ramse 35.5 billion through JETM
For that shift. The coming COPZD
will prowvide a forum to shape
many such opportunities.
Pakistan has laid ouwl jis
green vision and a wellres
searched pathway to make a
st and equitable enengy transi-
tion, which would inchude early
retirement of polluting plants, a
shift towards renewables and
the deployment of lowest-emis-
gion ooal techmologies,
Financing is available and
the instruments are in the ma
ket. What is lacking is a come
it rmend 1o action backed by ac-
cesgible finance, which can
translate this vision into & real-
ity. A green energy Iransition
will be good for the fight against
climate change, good for Pak-
Bstan, and good for the workd,

The= writer ks a former minister
of elimate change and former
viee presibent of the [UCH, He
twertsposis @aminattock aml
e b reached ai:

amin.al torkEgmail com

(ender, justice, and

Part - |

Zainab Durrani

akistan is a coun-
iry known for
many virtues and
far more than
many vices, Cur rnkings

in global indices remark-
ing on the state of our human fdghts
read a5 a consistent by downwards skop-
ing graph over the years, ranging from
terrible to truly mexcusable,

Ty b, wee stand loud and proud at
nember 145 out of a grand total of 146
oouniries that were reviewed in lerms
of gender panity, as per the World Eco-
noanic Formum's recent report. Even as
per the government’s own admission,
S 5which relates (o gender expiality
has remained stagnant in terms of
progress sinee 2017,

This spiraling trend is keeping in
B wil by the average daily headlines we
read a5 a nation, coupled with the Pak-
istan Health and Demographic Survey
2017-18 finding that states that a stag-
gering 28 per cont of Pakistand women
aged 1549 have faced some form of
pernierbased viclence i their lives.

This in itself should be eve-open-
ing, given that underreporting is a key
concern in this demographic, as the
act of speaking up on its own is laced
with shame, to say nothing of what
follows the minute a GBY {gender
bazed violence) surviver chooses to
voice their pain,

Factors such as this inposition of so-
cietal stigma, internal pey T
rers, fear of retadiation, and a dearth of
faith in the padicial system widen the gap
between harm and justice. Given this,
the achual maumbers, even afl a modest es-
timate, are scary o just ponder over.

Pakistan

By and lange, the conditioning
arcund gender roles seeps in from an
carly age and serves (o keep existing
power structures in place by assigning
hiages and hierarchies. Thiz flows
searmlessly inlo career chojces, work-
places and limited growth opporiuni-
lies where women are concerned. This
is evident from the low percentage of
women in the Pakistani workforeoe,
which as of 2021 stands at 20 per cent
whilst the population’s gender distribia-
tiomn stands at 49 percent.

Our women are largely
absent from both ends
of the spectrum, as
those approaching the
Jjustice system and
those responsible

for upholding it

In a country where interaction with
the police bears greater resemblance
tor a thireat rather than providing any
siemblanee of safely, it is more than un-
derstavdable why we soe the low num-
bers thut are reported when st anec-
dotal evidenoe would suggest we have
aGRY epidemic on our hands,

These elements, coupled with the
dismal rabes of women's representation
in the law and onder sector of the coun-
iry act a5 a compounded canse for our
regression as a sockedy. I s not a mene
colncidemoe that our womsen ane | argely
absent rom bodh eiwds of Uhe spectnim,
a5 those approaching the justioe system
and those responsible for upholding it

Onie of the key and obwvious ways Lo
commbal this, and promote public con-
fidence in the system, is the inclusion

of women in these spaces that have
been created to dispense justice.

Just as with any public policymak-
ing endeavour, if those who are af-
fected by the policy in question ane not
consulted or irneoheed in s making and
shaping. it will all bast certainly make
for an impobent strabegy, at best.

A parlicipatory approach is key to
providing impactiul remedies and if
women are not a significant pan of the
workforce involved in dispensing
order and justice, we will contimee o
repeal mistakes that have brought us
to the penultimate ranking status we
currently enjoy, Kot only that, the av-
enwes of access (o justice can repeat-
edly be remade and tweaked, widened
anndd highlighted but tll we can assure
oy girls and women of a gomgine shift
in prevailing sttitudis that we all have
From U witnessing, no actual change
can be expected (o come of it

For i1 {o move forwand hand-in-
hand with all of our people on equal
footing, and for us to progress past an-
tiquated gender roles, we need & mul-
tilateral approsch (o Gl @ the Lacunae
glaring af us. Une that targets the core
isaue from all angles. Not only do we
need laws implemented equitably but
for those implementing them to be pep-
resentative of and sympathetic to our
popailation’s reality.

This, in practical terms, cowld ook
like progressive recruitment drives in
key sectors to offsel real-ime barrders
to entry. Gender sensitivity pro-
gramumes inspire empathy and nen-
tralize the kneejerk reaction of victim
shaming. We nesd to actively comemit
o waniing better for our women, as
well as for society at large.

T b omed prrnend

The writer is a lawyer by edocat ion and
e digital rights activist by profession,

One year on...

Ramzy Baroud

bee last wear of a relentless k-
raedi war on Gaza, and bloody
rids and viokenee in the Wed
Bank, have boen largely viewed
i terms of their horrific homandtarian
outeomes: the uneqeabed killing of tens
of thonsands, the oblteration of Gaza,
and the destrsction in the West Bank,

While humanitarian urgency must
imdedd be a pronty, other factors ane
also deserving of consideration, espe
cially as we mark the one-year anniver-
sary of the ongoing war.

Even though the mass killing s yed
to end, thepe are several conclusions
that can already be drawn about the
fongdenm conseqienoes of the war One,
Palestinians, despite the military occu-
pation, the siege, and the numerous failk
wrvs of their leadership, remain political
actors, with powerful agency.

This agency does ned stem foom any
siperrficial achievements of their auto-
cratic leadership or the still symbolic
recognition of the state of Palestine, but
the collective resilienoe and power of
ordinary Palestinians in Gaza and
throughout Ocoupied Palestine.

Thie war in Gaza would have looked
different if Palestinian society broke
divwn in the face of the war machine,
fragneented into fghting factions or
griw desperate in the face of ingpossilde
pressures — war, unprecedented de-
straction, acute funine, ele.

This fact alone reassures us that
the Palestinian people's destiny will
nod be that of erasure or even margin-

alization, but of continuity and even
fulure prosperity.

T, that Arab socielies, howeyer
copsumed with thelr owmn struggles and
social and political challenges, remain
united i perceiving the Palestinian
catse a5 a fop Arab pronty. This has al-
Iewed ey Arab govemments to reit-
erate their position regarding the cen-
trality of the Palestinian case,

Though current circumstances
may, for now, prevent some Arab soc-
ethes from being direct paricipants in
torning their devotion to Palestine into
tangible and practical supgsort, the fu-
ture shall prove that the renewed cen-
trality of Palestine in Arab political
and popular discourses will have its
own weight and value,

Thee s bogie appdies to the Muslim
Umimah, which has never been so
united around a case in decades a5 it s
now unkted around Palestine. This can
be felt in all Muslim countries, and
amang Muslioy communities arsund the
workl, especially in the West.

The future shall reveal more regard-
ing the meaning of the return of Pales-
time to the embrrace of Ambs aed Mus
lims. However, obe can already
conechuche that the resbence of the Pales-
tindan people has, onee mone, refocused
the attention on Palestine as the leading
canese of all Arsbs and Mislims.

While some Arab states ane desper-
ately irying to find a safe distance, and
tor play no part in the Gaza-centered re-
gional conflict, non-stabe actors in
Yemen, Lebanon, Iraq, and elsewhere
are challengimg the traditiona miles of
Middle East politics.

Arab masses are no longer beseeche
ing Arab anmies to save (he Palestinians
a5 has been the case in previous wars,
conflicts, and massscres,

The roles being played by Ansaral-
Iah i Yemen amd Hezbollah in
Lebanon seem (o have filled the roles
that should have, in theory, been
Mayed by traditional anmies.

This is no longer expected, or
frankly, even pequined. Official Arab
armies have historically proven inef-
fective and cormmupt. Now, they are
mere spectators as powerfid armed
groups have moved in to fill in the
gaps, showing sofidarity with Pakesting-
ans in wond and desd,

Historically, this is unprecedented
This change shall further undercut
whatever legitimacy was slill pessessed
by Arab govermments, especially those
with immediate proximity to Palestine.

Three, though intemational law e
meains as ineffective as ever, the bloody
war in Palestine 15 ereating rifts between
the Global South and the Glolal North
The latter, with a few sxceplions, re-
meaine siamant i repeating okd nantrs
about Israed's “right (o defend itself,”
while disregarding all Palestinian rights

However, many countries in Afrea,
the Middle East, South America, amnd
elzewhere are becoming lovder and
bolder in their demands for justios for
Palestinians, and for the equal applica
thon of intermatonal law,

Excerpted: 'S5 Things a Year of lsraeli
Genocide in Gaze Moes Towpht Uz Abrut
Palestine and the Wordd
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Building bridges

Dr Nasir Igbal

he Shanghai Co-
operatin  Or-
ganisation
(SO Summit s
a vital platform for ad-

dressing key regional -
s such as trde, vestment, secu-
rity, and economic cooperation
arnong mermbier sates,

For Pakistan, the summit repre-
sents a significant opportunity to en-
hance its geopolitical relevanee, stin-
ulabe economic growth, and take
steps toward sustainable develop-
et T also offers Pakistan a clunce
b present its vision for regional pros-
perity, focusing not only on growth
brit also om the wellbeing of s popu-
lation and nefghbordng countres,

The 5C0 comprises a diverse
group of nations, nchiding China,
Russia, India, and the Central Asian
states. The inclusion of Pakistan and
India as full members has further am-
i il geopolitical importance of
the organisation.

For Pakistan, regional peace is of
paramount inporance, padicolady
in light of challenges posed by insta-
bility in Afghanisian, cross-border ber-
rovigm, and evohdng threats such as
cyber warfare, The summit provides
an opportunity for Pakistan to engage
in meaningful dialogues with s re-
gional partners o securily coopert-
tion and intelligence-sharing, These
discussdons can help strengihen Pak-
istan's securily posture while con-
tributing to regional stability. Emverg-
ing threats, such as cybersecurity, the
risar of eactred sm, and climate-pelated
risks, should also be coptral to the se
cunty agends during this summit.

The omganisation provides Pak-
istan access o a vast market with
substantial trade potential. The sum-
miif serves asa platform to strengthen
econnic cooperation with key part-
ners like China and Russia, while also
leveraging the benefits of initiafives
sipch as thee China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC). Pakistan's trade
ties with SC0 member stabes have
been steadily growing, but the poten-
tial pepnains Burgely untapped, particy-
lardy in Uhe services sector

Pakistan should focus on promet-
ing trade in services, where it has sig-
nificant potential The coundey's bur-
geoning IT sector, for instance, has
seen rapid growth in recent years,
with IT exports crosssing 33 billion an-
nually, This sector hokds imemense po-
tential for expansion, and Paldstan
can propose agresments that fcili-
tate IT services, banking, and finan-
cial consulting across SCC coundries,

To enhance its position, Pakistan
should actively showcase its talent in
information lechnology, finance, edu-
cation, and tourksm as valualle sery-
ioe exports that can contribute to the

pegion's economic diversification,

Pakistan's services sector 5 a ons-
cial pillar of is economy, contibut-
ing nearly 60 per cent to its GDP.
However, much of the sectors poten-
tial remains undapped in inlema-
tional trade, particulbarly within the
SC0 framework. At the summit, Pak-
istan can propose an agenda focused
on enhancing irade in services,
specifically in arexs where it has
competitive advantages such as IT,
edwcation, and healtheare,

By presenting specific indtiatives
tor streambine the export of senvices o
SC0 nations, Pakistan can push for
regional agreements on easier criss-
border digital trade, skill exchange
programs, and improved regalatory
alignment. These measures would
helpintegrate Paldstan's senicois sec-
b e deeply into regional markets
and attract foreign direct nvesiment
(FIM) ind o it high-podential ndustries.
CPEC continues to be a key driver of
economic growth and infrastoecture
devedopnent i Pakistan, However, its
significance goes beyvond merey en-

As Pakistan seeks to
play a larger role in the
SCO, it must focus on
positioning itself as a
regional hub for trade
and logistics

hancing Pakistan's infrastruciure; it
strengthens Pakistan's stratedic role in
the pegion. The 300 meding provides
an jdeal platform to discuss how
CPEC and similar projects can be
aligned with the S00% broader eon-
nomic and strategic objectives.

As Pakistan seeks to play a larger
ol in the SCO, 1t must foeus on pos-
tioning itsell as a regional hub for
trade and logistics, connecting Cen-
tral Asia, South Asia, and the Middle
East. This sirategic vision would
allow Pakistan 1o enhance its stand-
ing in the region and gain from
China’s increasing infhuence,

In today's global landscape, sus-
tainability has become an essential
aspect of any forward-looking eco-
nomic sAratedy, At the summit, Pak-
istan could presemt itself as a pro-
ponent of green technology and
sustainable practices. The country
has significant potential in renew-
able energy, particularly solar and
wind power. By incorporating these
sustainable energy sources into its
development plans, Pakistan can
attract environmentally conscious
FIM, particularly from countries
like China, which are looking (o
invest in green projects as part of
their Belt and Boad Initiative,

Pakistan can also propose a new

econemic model thal promotes re-
gional prosperity rather than merely
focusing o regional growihe Unlike
traditional growth models that em-
phasise GDP expansion, a prospeniy-
based approsch would highlight
human development, inchisivity, and
epiitable resource distribution. Pak-
istan can push for policles that ensume
connoinie benefits reach all segments
of society, advocating for investments
in education, digital infrastrecture,
and sustainable development across
SC0 member states, This model
wiorkthd not ondy help upBit valneralde
communities but ako foster long-
termm regional stability.

Pakistan has 2 growing IT seclor
and digital economy that could playa
iransformative role in the region, At
e surmumat, the connitry should advo-
cate for the creation of an inchisive
digital econpmy within 500 coun-
tries. By promeding policies that facil-
itate digital infrastruciure, online ed-
ucation, and digital hanking services,
Pakistan ean hiolp create a mose con-
mected amd inchisive region. This ap-
proach woukd bepefit ruml and un-
derdeveloped  areas,  fostering
inmowvation and entrepreneurship
while piducing economic inequality,

Lastly, Pakistan could champion
thi development of sustainable ne-
gional sakee chains, focusing on agri-
cublure, renewable energy, and mang-
facturing. By warking together, SC0
couniries can builld a regional ocon-
omy that supports each other's indus-
iries, reduces extemal dependencies,
arwl promotes mutaal growth.

Pakistan’s fertile lands, untapped
natural resources, and karge domestic
market of over 250 million people
meke i an abtractive destination for
irvestment in agriculture and corpo-
e Parmwingg. With an increasingly ed-
vcated labour force, Pakistan can
offer SO0 countries a skilled work-
force, making it.a valuable partner in
regional development.

As Pakistan continues its pantici-
e i the SCO, the robe of its lead-
ership will be crucial. Building on
jast initiatives, the leadership mus
work toward aligning Pakistan's eco-
moinie amvd strate gic interests with the
changing dynamics of the pegion,

A proactive approach i needed 1o
aliract foreign investment, create
jobs, and ensure that Pakistan pe.
maines an infegral part of the region’s
future prosperity. By pushing for
comprehensive eoonomic reforms,
green technology integration, and ne-
ghonial collaborathon, Pakistan can po-
sition dsell as aleader in the 200 and
play a pivotal pole in shaping the pe
FROES eoonmmic ftame,

The writer B assockte professor
at the Pakistan Institute of
Development Eeonomics (FIDE ),
Hie can b peached ai:

dr g balri@gmaileom
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SCO meet

hig day for Pakistan, given its past challenges, today’s
23rd Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCC) Sum-
it in Islamabad brings together top leaders from
member states to address critical regional issues. Established
by China and Bussia, the SCO has evolved inko a significant
intergovermmental platform, focusing on political, economic,
defense, and secunty matters in Eurasia, For Pakistan, this
summil represents more than a rotational chligation =it & a
criicial moment for strengthening regional ties, enhancing
economic cooperation, and demonstrating its capacity fo host
high-profile multdateral events. The summit will also see the
rare visil of Indian Foreign Minister S Jashankar to Pakistan,
making this the first such high-level diplomatie engagement
between the two countries in nearly a decade, Given the per-
sistent tensions between Pakistan and India, particutardy over
secunty concemns and allegations of cross-border terrorism,
this visit allone adds a laver of geopolitical importance to the
summit. How both nations engage, even indirectly, will be
choscly watched by observers, a8 it coulil sef the tone for M-
ture bikateral interactions, including the upeoming Chamgpi-
ons Trophy, which Pakistan i skated to host next year.

Pakistan has gone to great lengths to ensure the security
of Islamabad during the summit, implementing lockdown
measures and a heightensd military presence to prevent any
towand incidents. This is not only to profect the integrity of
the SCO moot but also to send a strong message: Pakistan
can guarantee the salety of such events, despite the ¢hal-
lenges posed by ongoing seeunily concems, including recent
terrorist incidents. The focus on China is wmavoidable. Pak-
istan'’s relationship with China has deepened significantly in
recent vears, primanly due to the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC), which has been a linchpin of Pakistan's
economic recovery. The visit of Chinese Premier Li Qiang,
who arrived in Rawalpingdi for a four-day visit, underseores
the importance of Sino-Pak relations. China’s presence at the
SCO Summit also reflects its growing influence in the region,
arvd for Pakistan, this relationship is eritical, especially as it
seeks to pivol from traditional Western alliances toward a
more miltipolar global stance, However, while this shift may
raise eyebrows in the West - especially in Washington - Pak-
istan has reiterated is commitnent to maintaining balanced
diplomatic relations, striving not to side exchsively with any
global power bloc.

The economic agenda of the SCO Summit is equally sig-
nificant for Pakistan, After years of economic ms(;}bmty the
country has seen the first sgns of recovery, and bolstering
trade and investment ties with SCO nations, particularly
China and Fussia, is essential to sustaning this momentun
The summit offers an opportunity for Pakistan to promote
CPECs suneorss and advocate for greater regional economic
eooperaion, positioning isell as a key player in connecting
Eurasias markets through its sirstegic geography. While the
summit’s outcomes will be mensured by its discussions on
trade, seeurity, and economic cooperation, its suecess will
also be judged by Pakistan's ahility to host a seamless, inci-
dent-free event. Observers have noted that if Pakistan sue-
cessfully navigates the logistical and security challenges
posed by the summit, it will be seen as a significant diplo-
matic win, especially given the country’s long hiatus from
hosting such high-profile multilateral conferences. This could
also pewtralize India’s perennial claims of security risks in
Pakistan, which are often cited as pretexts for avoiding bilat-
eral engagements.

However, pelifical distractions loosm on the horizon. The
I has ealled for aproted today, coineiding with the sumamit
- viewed by many as a reckless and poordy timed attempl to
disrupt the government’s efforis to showease Pakistan's
diplomatic eapabilities. While protests are a legitimate form
of political E:mrm:m. the timing rises concerns about un-
dermining the countrys intemationm standing at a morment
wheen national unity and a cohwesive front are most needed.
With the world watching, Pakistan has a undque opporfunity
to prove itsell a5 a capable host, a pivolal regional plaver, aod
acouniry commitied to fostering peace, security, and eco-

nomic cooperation in Eurasia,

Karachi protests

Beilgnpmgmﬁiwin Pakistan is not easy. One s often

engaged in an uphill batthe to prove that they are not
some kind of spy or subversive agent of the West,
withstand threats of violence and actual violence from re-
gressive elements and, all the while, deal with a state that is
maone interested in finding ways to shut you down then pro-
tect your rights. The nature of this straggle was oi full dis-
play this past Sunday (October 13, 2024) in Karachi when
protesters of the ‘Sindh Rawadari Mareh’ elashed with
peolice outside the press elub while resisting arrests for violat-
ing Section 144, which was imposed the previous day by the
Karachi cormmissioner. The march was held in protest of the
killing of Dr Shahnawaz Kunbhar who was gunned down by
the Mirpurkhas police in a reportedly staged encounter on
September 19 after being accused of blaspheny. According
to social media posts, the police apparently ended up rough-
hanclling the Rawadard March protesters, an act that has
ightly been condemined across a spectram of civil sociely
actors. Meanwhile, a counterprotest held by the Telreek-e-
Labbaik Pakistan (TLP) aso led to elashes with the police,
Section 144 was imposed i the context of the Shangha Co-
operation Summit in Islamabad, which kicks off today.

The Sindh Human Rights Commission (SHRC) has found
that Dr Kunbhar was woongfully identified as a blasphemy
suspect likely due to “systeric flaws in the FIR registration
process”, leading to his death. One ean understand why
may would want to protest such blatant injustice. Section
EH can only be applied in urgent cases where there is a clear
threat of danger. In this case, the threat of violence appears
te have emanated from the potential of clashes belween
those protesting against Dir Kunbhar's killing and the counter-
protesters and the overal need to avold such incidents given
the SCO Surmit,

Pakistan needs to show that it is eapable of hosting large
international events and cannot be held hostage by political
irstabifity, However, it often sppears &8 though there is never
aright moment for progressive volees to be heard in the
country. They can be silenced in the name of avoiding vio-
lence and ingtability when it is other elements eausing said
violence and instability. Meanwhile, the country & no
stranger (o regressive elements simply ignoring any direc-
tions from the state when it comes to holding protests and
getting off with a slap on the wrist. They also seem to enjoy
a free hand when it comes to threatening others and level-
ling fadse accusations against them. All of this leads to an en-
vironment where those marching for ights and justioe can
b the most likely to be deprived of them. And as important
as maintaining stability is, Pakistan is unlikely to make much
progress if the state continues to take this lopsided approach

What does the SCO
ummit offer us?

b Shanghai Cooperation Or-

ganisation (SC0) has become

a powerful regional foram,

bringing together countries
with significant geopolitical and eco-
o infliienee

Foundead in 2000, the SCO initialy
aimed to address security concems,
particulardy in Central Asia. Owver
time, it has broadened its focus to in
chide economic collaboration, energy
cooperadion, and infrastrecture devel-
opment, enhandng its potential to in-
Muence the Eurasian geopolitics as
well a8 georconomics.

The organisation spans about G0
per cent of the Eurasian Bndmass and
inchides over 40 per cent of the global
population. With major economic
powers like Ching and Bussiag four m-
chear powers (China, Russia, Paldstan,
and India); and energy-rich Bussia,
Iran, and Central Asian Countries, the
SC0 offers an alternative to Western-
dominated platforms

Starting today, Pakistan is hosting
the SCO Council of Heads of Govern-
ment Meeting, bringing together
sEven prime ministers, a vice presi-
dent, amd a foreimn minister. This & a
clear demonstration of Pakistan's
strong regional standing and diplo-
matic influence. Hosting the summit
allows Pakistan to demenstrate ils
stability and security capabilities,
sending o strong message thal the
couniry remains a crucial regional
player, despite some complicated ex-
ternal and internal challenges.

Economically, hosting the SC0
surnmit holds great promise for Pak-
istan., The SCO has been actively pro-
moting regional trade and investment
among its member states. Trade
within the bloc has surged from $336
billion in 2018 to $490 billion in 2023,
signaling the growing interdepend-
ence among members, Mindful that i
has not fully explored the potential for
intr-5 0 trade, Pakistan aime (o ben-
efit dgnificantly from this, especially
through the China-Pakistan Economic
Comidor (CPEC) which positions Pak-
istan as a strafegic trade b, connect-
ing it to China and Central Asia.

The summit allows Pakistan to
push forward connectivity projects
that could help mitigate its ecconomic
challenges. Specifically, Pakistan
coutld seek greater investment in infra-
struciure, deepen irade parinerships,
and negoliste cooperalion on energy
(including renewables) and technol-
oy transfer with SCO members,

This year's SO0 summit is particu-
larly significant given the wider
geopolitical context. The Ukraine
war, the escalating conflict in the Mid-
dle East, and the ongoing tensions
around lran have shifted global prior-
ities, The summit will offer an altermna-
tive platform for dialogue on these is-
sues,  distinct Trom  many
Westeme-dominated formmes

S0 why s the timing of the klam-
abad Summit important? The answer
is quite straightforward: China's, as
well as India's, beoming (rade with
Russia has been its lifeline so far and
now it is Looking to further strengthen
its tes within the SCO as Western
sanciions continue to strain its econ-
oy, Meanwhile, China, frcing tariffs
and trade prestrictions from the US
and its allies, i increasingly seeking
b0 enhance regional cooperation with
SCO partners as part of its broader
stralegy to diversify its global eco-
nodnic parinerships.

Iran, another SCO member under
heavy Western sanctions, will also
ook to deepen its economic tes with
neighbouring coundries, particularly

Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri

The wriler heads the
Sustanable Development

Policy Institue. He ests/posts
b @xbidsuier

given the ongoing US pressure on fs
ofl exports. Iran is also negotiating a
strafegie parinership with Busda, es-
pecially 5u-35  fighter jets, to
strengthen its defence against lsrael,

Western tariffs on Chinese prod-
ucts and sanctions on Eussia and
Iran have opencd up opporunitics
for the SCO to develop its own eco-
nomic mechanisms, including ex-
Moring the options to gradually de-
dollarise its econdmies.

Against this backdrop, the SCO's
potential as an indigenous fonem for
discussing this region’s issues and
challenges becomes even mone impor-
tant. Pakistan can position itself as a
key transit hub for trade between
these major coonomdes, lurther Boost-
ing its robe as a bridge between South
Asia, Central Asia, and bevond. For

To capitalise upon the
recent rise in trade

among SCO members,
Pakistan could push for
reduced tariffs,
simplified customs
procedures, and
enhanced connectivity

example, Bussian encrgy resources
ared Chimese imvestments in infrastoe-
ture, especially through the Bedt and
Road Initiative (BRI} and CPEC, can
play a critical role in stabilising Pak-
istans energy sector and boosting Hs
eeomomic growth,

The previouws SC0 summit, keld in
India in 2023, addressed key areas
such a8 cOMMCACETORSI, Seonomic
cooperation, and climate change, A
major outonme was the enhancement
of the Begional Anti-Terrorism Stnse-
ture (RATS), which facilitates intelli-
gence sharing and coordinated ef-
forts te  combat  berrorism,
extremism, and separatism. For Pak-
igtan, this aligns with its own security
concerns, particulardy with ongoing
threats from groaps like the Tebhneek-
eTaliban Pakistan (TTP).

Om the economic frant, the India
summit discussed reducing frade bare-
ricrs and boosting imvestiment. among
member states, but India's Make in
India’ initialive and cautious approach
to SCO integration limited progress
Geapolitical tensions, particularly be-
tween Indéa and China, and India and
Pakistan overshadowed efforts to ene
hanee regional cooperation and un-
dereul the summit's efoctivensss,

In Islamabad, Pakistan will have
an opportuniy to build on thess dis-
cussions, particulady in areas whene
progress sialled Counterterrorism
will remain a priorily, with RATS
likedy to be further strengthened. Asa
fromtline state inothe fight xgainst ter-
roriam, Pakistan is expected to push
for deeper cooperation in intelligence
sharing against militancy. Economi-
cally, Pakistan can use the summit fo
advocate for trade liberalisation and
investment promotion within the
SCO. Infrastructure projects, pamic-

ularly those linked to CPEC, will
likely dominate the agenda.

To capitalise upon the recent fise
in frade among SCO members, Pak-
istan could push for reduced tariffs,
simplified customs procedures, and
enhanced connectivity through joint
infrastricture financing. Joint ven-
tures in renewabbe energy could also
b om the table, particwlarty in light of
ghobal concems over climate change.

Despite the opporunities, one
mist remain realistic about the sum-
mit's potential outcomes. While col-
laboration is possible, the SC0 has
often struggled to implement its dec
sions, largely due to compefing inter-
esls among its member states. The -
valry befween China and India, and
India and Pakistan, may once again
Lirmit progness.

The verbal due] between India and
Pakistan's foreign ministers at the
2023 SCO summit significantly im-
pacted the event's overall atmos-
phere, and effectively dashed hopes
for any thaw in India-Pakistan rela-
tions., In Islamabad, expectations re
main similarly low for any break-
through, as the 5C0 is a multilateral
forum not focused on hilateral dis-
puies between member states, How-
ever, it remains to be seen whether
the encounter between the two for-
eign ministers this time will further
strain their relationship or simply
maintain the status quao,

Western countries, particularly
the US, view the SC0 with caution.
Deepening partnership among Rus-
sia, China, and Iran further intensifes
their concerns aboul the organisa-
tion's geopolitical influence and di-
rection. Nonetheless, Western appo-
sition is not absolute, The US and iis
allies monitor the SCL, particularly
in areas of military cooperation and
regional security,

Pakistan will need to carefully
balanee its SCO membership with ils
relationships with Western powers,
particularly the US, which remains
an imporiant economic and security
pariner. However, bevond external
dynamics, internal political tersions
could alse undermine Pakistan's
ability to fully capitalise on the sum-
mit’s opportunities,

At this cmucial moment, both the
government and opposition parties
should recognise the significance of
hosting key regional powers and re-
frain froa acliong or rhelore that
could cast a negative light on Pak-
istan in front of visiting dignitaries.
This & a time for unity and responsi
hility, nol for political point-scoring,
tor ersure that Pakistan's standing on
the global stage is enhanced rather
than tarnished,

Although many decisions firom pre-
vious SCO summits have vet (o be
fully iwpleme nted, the forum plays a
vital role in ensuring the world re-
mains multipolar. s presence may
not abways deliver imemediate or tang-
ble results, bt its absence would sig-
nificantly undermine efforts Lo main-
tain & balance of power on the global
stage. The SO0 role in fostering oo-
operalion among major regional pow-
ers i crucial in countering unilaferal
dominamce and promoling a more bal-
anced intemational order,

Lot s cherish and celebrate the
SCO summit in this context, as it of
fers a rane platfonn for collective wis-
dom from the leadership of 40 per
cent of the world's population. The
question now is: can this collective
wisdom tum into a shared viston to
steer the fubure of global cooperation
and balanee of power?

THE HOLY QURAN

Byl i they ane auerse, Bew sope [ haoe swarmed you
all alike, although | knowo nol whether nigh or far
i% Mheark ackich ye are prowmised,

Swrak Al-Anbiga = 21, Verse = 109

Forgotten
terror

Derek Leebaert

he martial law imposed on the Arab

population in Israel since the founding

of the state was lifted in 1966, but

Jimmy Carter described the conditions
imposed on Falestindans in the occupied Pales-
tintan terrtory after the beginning of illegal Is-
raedi settlement there as "apartheid”,

With nothing resolved by 1982, Prime Min-
ister Begin, a former Irgun terrorist against
British authorities, vowed to "destroy™ the
Palestine Liberation Organization (FLOY. He
oversaw then-Defence Minister Ariel Sharon's
killing of some 15000 Palestinians and
Lebanese, overwhelmingly civilians, in Beirut.
Belatedly, Reagan stopped the slaughter with a
phone call, given Israel’s dependence. It was
then that he described the lsraeli onslaught as
a “holocaust™

Daespite using a word with such weight,
hiowover, the White Houwse did not demand the
UM censure Istael. The US had not attempted
to sanction Iseael even over its illegal settle.
ments which spawned from the 1967 war. Is-
raeli Ambassador to the US Michael Oren ex-
plained why in his 2007 book, Power, Faith,
and Fantasy: America in the Middle East 1776
to the Present.

In the mid-1970s, he wrote, lsraels suppor-
ers began to achieve “the financial and political
clout necessary to sway congressional opinion”
= meaning that they had acquired enough power
o impeede US official opposition to Israe] af the
UM or elsewhere. Ever sinee, lsracl has taken
175 backing for granted, no matier the record of
wildly disproponionate alrocities

In 1901, Israeli Prime Minister Itzhak Shamir,
who had approved the murder of UN negotiator
Folke Bernadotte, tried fo explain why fernor-
ism was "acceptable” for Jews, but not Ambs:
Palestinians are “fghting for land that is not
theirs, This is the land of the people of Ispael,”

Hamas’s October 7 attack on srael was dis-
tinct. It was e ondy e that Palestinian resist-
ance groups wene able to react to decades of Is
raeli terror on a similarscale. In response tothe
attack, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu simply doubled down on Isracl's recur-
ring massacre-making, now backed by starva.
tion and disease. The US administration took no
meaningful action to stop *plausible genocide.”

Al this time, Israed has also become the only
entity in the world that Washingion allows 1o kil
US citizens with impunily. The evergrowing list
Trom the West Bank includes Ayvsenur Exgi Evgi,
Mohammad Khdour, and Shireen Abu Akleh -
each killed with a shot to the head. No sanctions
or renditions followed their deaths. The White
House simply suggested the sniper-killings were
"not acceptable” and asked Isradl to “investi-
gabe” jitsell, The sue was swifily dismissed.

As Gaza's torment enters its second year, Is-
rael's killing has reached unprecedented lovels
im the West Bank, and Lebanon onoe again be-
eomes a target of lsmel’s self-desenibed retalia.
tion. More is needed from Israel's patron than
mutterings to perhaps halt some arms ship-
ments. Washingion should not only stop uphold-
ing Israeli brutality, which includes apartheid
st Lk the UE, it can support the pending In-
ternational Criminal Court indiciments which
are to, finally, include an Israeli prime minister.

Past US presidents had tried to reign in Is-
raeli behaviour of the sort that stalesman Abba
Eban came o describe, during [srael’s previous
bombing of Beinu, as “wantonly inflicting every
possible measwre of death and anguish on eivil-
jan populations.” Time & overdue for Washing-
ton’s decisionmakers to folbow those presidents”
examples, and to rescind diplomatic profection
as well as weapons exports for Israel.

Excerpled: ‘How the US berame Mind bo fzadi e,
Courtesy: Alzarm aom
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Educational
catastrophe

All are aware of the MDCAT
2024 controversy, It i a shame
tosee such a prestigious exam-
ination beEing surrcanded by al-
legations of cheating and cor-
ruption. Now and then we face
issues ranging from problems
within curriculums tooa lack of
management in the education
sectorat the national kevel.
Medicine, engineering, and
IT are some of the most repated
fields of study in the country,
producing hundreds of amadng
doctors, engineers, and com-
puter scientisis every year, If
such allegations Keep on being
madie without any actions taken
by the govemment and awtbori-
ties, it won't be long before
Pakisian siops producing these
professionals aliogether,
Midhat Meenahil
Rawapindi

In need of
counselling

A significant number of stu-
dents are navigating through
an education system that often
leavies them feeling direction-
less, Many find themselves
changing ficlds multiple times
without a clear understanding
of their interests and strengths,
leading to confusion and
wasted resonrces. This trend

underseones an urgent need for
effective canrer counselling to
be integrated into the educa-
ticral framiework froo an early
stage, Implementing career
counselling programs within
schonals can provide students
with the necessary tools (o
make informed decisions
alat thedr future.

These programmes should
focus on assessing individual
strengths, inberests, and poten-
tial caner paths that align with
the skills they develop through-
out their education. By intro-
dueing career counselling early
in the academic journey, we
can empower students to ex-
plore various ficdds and make
educated choices about their
futures. Moreover, collabwora-
tion between educational insti-
iutions and industry profes-
sionals can creale a more
robust counselling framework.
Workshops, intermships, and
mentorship opporfunities can
bridge the gap between educa-
tion and real-world experi-
ences, gving students a clearer
picture of polential careers

Imtiaz Dhakan
Larkana

No farewell

Chief Justice (azi Faez [3a has
reporiedly refused to accepl a
farewell parly before his offi-

cial retirement on October 25,
This is a highly commendable

and wise decision on the part
of the CIP as such farewells
invobre a significant expense.
It is better to spend this
amount on welfare organisa-
tions providing free medical
care and education fo the peo-
e, Hats off Lo the CIP for set-
ting this examyple.
Engr Asim Nawab
Blanatad

SCO agenda

The upcoming Shanghai Co-
operation Organization Sum-
mit 2024 in Islamabad is 2
matter of price for all Pakista-
nig. There are discussions tak-
ing place among intellectuals
and policymakers regarding
the outcomes of the efforts
made o far since its incep-
tion. One of the issues is
India’s apparent waning inter-
est in pursuing the 5C0%
main objective of promoting
regional connectivity, which
warrants resolution of territeo-
rial and border disputes.
Consequently, the Indo-FPak
and Indo-China  territo-
rialborder disputes linger on,
frustrating regional connectiv-
ity Secunty challenges emanat-
ing from Afghanistan also pres
ent major barriers, Hopefully,
these issues will be given seri-
oits consideration in the up-
coming summit
Tipoo Sultan
Rawalpindi

No more non-filers

This letter refiers to the news report “FBR to abolish non-filer cat-
egory, tightens curbs on tax dodgers’ (September 25, 2024). This
move is part of a broader strategy 1o enforce stricter rules on
those who don't file tax returms. The non-filer cabegory was in-
troduced as an attenipt to incentivize individuals to become Gax
filers by imposing higher taxes on non-filers for certain transac-
tions, but it badly failed to achieve its objectives. It is important

to understand the reasons why people would mther pay higher
tax instesd of filing tax retums, The complex procedures, fear of
being harassed by tax officials, audits and inspections, peroep-
tion of govermument cormupdion and misise of funds, and Lack of
tangibe benefits discourage people from becoming tax fllers. An
easier and userfriendly tax filing system such as through mobile
apps or ATM-style submission centres would help, Flat tax mtes
orunified tax brackets for certain moome levels coukd eliminate
complicated calonlafions and deductions. Tax officials must alo
be subject to scruting [rom ndependent bodies, minimizing op-

portumities for brbes or misconduct.
Sajid Awan
Dutai
i seems our plavers lose their pa.
cm Shing dEfEEt tienee and are in some kind of
This letter refers to the news  horry, This has to change.
story ‘England crush Pakistan by Anas A Khan
innings, 47 nms in commanding Edmonton
Test victory” (October 11, 20240 Carad:
It i baffling how a test match
that saw over 500 mins scored in kkEkk
the first inndngs and over S00
runs in e second innings still - The gams of cricket are now
delivered a result onthe fith day.  sharing their expert opinions on
The Pakistan team made a e coses of the dismal perforns
mess of a game that shouldhave  ance of the Pakistani cricket
ended ina deaw and theie ability  team i the recent past, In my

to close games out appears Lo
be dechining. Test ericket re-
quires temperament, resilience
and, above all, patience. [t

opinde, it is as i they are behind
in every aspesct of the game,

Dr Majeeb A Khan

Blamabad
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I the Coaurt of 14th Fam-
ily Judge Karachi Central
Family Suit Mo, 1811 of
2024, Fatima Ishrat Dfo
Sved  Ishrat.  (Plaintiff),
Versus, Sved Bahadur Ali
So Sved Dildar Ali pres-
ently residing in USA,
WhatsApp + 13454440108,
{ Defendant ). Whereas
the Plaintiff has mstitut-
el m suit against vou for
Dissolution of Marniage
by Way of Khula. You
are  hereby  summoned
to appear in this court
i persor, or by o plead-
er duly mstrcted on the
15-10-2024 at S:20 am (o
glve answers relating to
the above sk, Criven un-
der my hand and seal of
Cotirt this 12-10-2024. By
Order. Sershtedar, Ldth

Family Judge Karachi
Central, {SE-ME-24110-
D0T4-A)

[N The Court of VIII Se-
mior Civil Judge Kara-
chi East. Civil Suit No
8024, MNaeem Muzaf-
far. (Plamtff). Yersus.
1 Ayesha Muzaffar Dio
Syed Muzaffar Hussain
Ko 245, Cardinal Forest
Lane, Umit 101, Lorton,
Virginia, 22079,  Unit-
el States.  (Defondant).
Whereas the plaintiff has
instituted a Suit for Re-
covery of Armears of Hent
of PRR 72456354 to-
gether with a Mark-up &
Kibor«3%. You are here-
by summoned to appear
in this court in person
or by a pleader in this in-
structed on the day of 25
102024 at 8:30 am o give
relating to the above suit.
Take notice that in de-
fault of your appearance
on the day before men-
tion the suit will heard
and determined exparto
i your absence. By O
der. (SE-NK-2410.0074-B)

puic
Motices

OUR  respected  client
Maj, (R} Kehan Rhan S'o
Eana Zulfigar Ali Naro,
CNIC 43501 31 23300
o have intepssted into
an agresment with (1)
Masgod wr Hehman
So  Muhammmad Abdur
Rehiman Qureshi, CRIC
121001-5087142-1, (2) Na-
hid Shakeel Wio Shakeel
Akhtar, CNIC 42101-
THS2RE2, (31 Anis ur
Behman 50 Mulummad
Abdur REehman Qureshi
CNIC 42101-1654620-
1, (4} Shahicda Quireshi
Dfe Muhammad Abduer
Behiman Qureshi, CRNIC
42101-2581406-4, (53 Mu-
hammad Ejaz 5o Mu-
hammad Abdur Belunan
GQureshi, CNIC  42101-
28411133, {(6) Areel Mu-
hammad 5o Muhammad
Abdur Behran Quneshi,
CNIC 210-E7158341-3
for purchase of Plot No.
160-4, measuring 530
s, yards, Fhase 1, Malir
cantt., Karachi. IF ooy
person, bank have ob-
jection on i submit in
writing with documen-
tary evidence to Can-
tonment  Board  Malir
/! MEQ J Sub Registrar
Shah Faisal Town, Nalir
Halt and CITY ESTATE
Malir Cantt, Maj. ()
Mubiammad Eana Beban
Elan 021-34002507, 021-
SM002TT,  0001-S2A0266
withim 07 days of the
publishing of this nofice,
failing which the contract
will be finalzed, (SE-
MR- 100075)

I, Ehaliedl Mahmosd Sfo
Muhammad Akram CNIC
A2101-1 5630530 has
Contracted to Purchase
Flot No. 606 Block “A°
Category A" measunng
200 SqYards Sihsated
at Gulshan-=Benazir
Township Scheme Ka-
rachi from  Mulamrmad
Asim Scomro 5o Mu-
hammad Uddin Soomro
CNIC 42501-186704 7-1, II

L

anybody Institution hav-
ing any claim/Objection
b the said Sale, Shotld
Submit  their objection
with Documentary  Ea-
idence to the [hrector
AdministrationSecretary
Gulshan-e-Benaeir Town-
ship Scheme, Port Qasim
Authority Karachi within
(7} days of this publica-
tion after that no claim
whatsoever shall not be
accepted and  transfer

transaction of said plot
will be completed,
NE-2410:0077)

(SE-

KARACHI

wEekdaysfSu nd:fﬂ_.r

Minimum 20 words
Bold 100% extra

For more details:
Direct: 32629225
Phone: 2637111-9
Ext: 2530

Guhs!an-e—dﬂhar |
Block-14)
Alisha advertiser
0321-2316424
0333-2316424
Gulistan-e-Johar |
(Continenial Bakers)
Zai Acvertizer
34662723
0333-2272697

[ Defence |
(Phase-l Extention)
Ideal Advediser

35387232
0333-2101709

| Light House |
(Gaari Khaata)
Maria Adveriser
32621259
0321-8926825
| Clifton |
{Schon Chowrangi)
Today's Advertizer
35876486
0333-3037806
| Clifton
(Khayaban-e-Jami)
Ad-Tech Advertiser

35402874
0333-3220766

Boltan Market
(Khaaradar)

General Advertisar

32426224
0300-2217952

Khurram Advertiser
35661980
0321-8929646
I North Karachi ‘
(Magan Chowrangi)
Mehran Adveniser
36908872
0345-2121477

Gulshan-e-lgbal |
(Bait-ul-Mukkaram) |
Awam EEQIE Advertize
34974146
021-34823375
I Defence ‘
(12th Commercial)
Raas Advertiser
35889116
0321-2297527
Defence
(Tauheed Commercial)
Pride aAdvertiser
35876750
0333-2197978

' Saddar ‘
I (Gharyali Building)
PressMedia Adveniser

35670811
0345-2369845

I Defence ‘

{Phase-ll Extention)

Add Plus aAdvertiser
35391475
0300-2730046
Awan Advediser
0321-2133202

0300-2483392

Continued from page 1

Speaking at the Chiel Minis-
ter House here, he said the
Benazir Income Support
Programme (BISP) intro-
dhuced by the previcus PPP

Bilawal launches
Benazir Hari Card

governument, had beconme a
global example of financial
assbsfance for wonmsen.

He suid the PPP Sindh
ﬂj-l‘.l'-'i‘l"l'l'l]!i"l‘tl Was Mow
introducing the Benazir
Hari Card, and recalled

sl jiaid il sl igan oo 3K
Sui Northern Gas Pipelines Limited ey e

NOTICE FOR EXTENSION [N BID SUBMISSION DATE

TENDER ENQUIRIES #LHR/DIST/SRP-01/001/24

Please reder to the ssbiect tender endguires “Invitation 1o Bad for brying
Gas Network Against System Rehabilfitation Program (5RF), F.Y 2024-25

published on 26-09-2024.

Inv this regand, b encourage healthy competition the tender submission

. | date s hereby extended 1o 15th October 2024 at 11:00 AM. The Bid

will be reopened on the same day a1 17:30 AM.

kL TR T

BEFORE: MR. MUHAMMAD

D QURESHI (LINK JUDGE
BANKING COURT NO. V, AT KARACHI
BLOCK 8 48-C, PAKISTAN SECEETARIAT, SADDAR, KARACHI,
EXECUTION NO. 87 OF 2024 IN SUIT NO. 42 OF 2024
Askari Bank Limited. Descron Hoidar
V ER S U S

Mabynaddin Bhan 5o kel Khan, Leade, 5008 CIC M 200017170135,
ookt of Flat Mo, C-=203, Badadatn Fower, Biock 1T, CRomtan-a-Johar, Kirsdhi
AMD LA el Trncling O%ion Mo, 502 5 Floor, R Jhim Shopoing Contre,

| amd facing hardships,”

that it was the vision aof
the late Benazic Bhatto (o
see the farmers becoming
the main beneficiaries of
ihe Hari Card,

He said before Asif Al
Zardari’s fiest benure as
president, the sconomic

| conditions of fanmers were

critical, but thanks to his
[Lardari’s) decisions that

| an agriculiural revolution

had been brought about
within a year and the farm-
ers prospered, and the
entire ECOnGmy E-iﬂud. an
its own feet.

"Today, when we
review our eCconomy,
every segment of the
society seems distressed
ha
said, adding, “As elected
representatives, it is our
responsibility to solve
vour problems, and that is
why the people have cho-

Sem 1S,

Bilawal condemmned the
conspiracy being hatched
by mafias, large business
groups, industrialists, and
international forces to
deregulate the agoculiune
SPCLOr,

He noted that propos-
ing deregulation of the
farming seclbor was a non-
sense idea ab present when
climate change had endan-
gered human lives,

He demanded that gov-
emment withdraw billions
of rupees worth of sub-
sidies being given to the
fertilizer manufacturers
and give i directly to the
growers o help them fight
any intrigue against the
farming sector.

He described invests
ment in agriculture as
the only path to national
development,

sl i oaly S P gus S REs
Sut Northem Gas Pipelines Limited oy

VR LTI TS T Tl

EXTENTION [N OPENING DATE OF
TEMDER 0. S-14%METER) /24 DATED 2204 2024

Wiy Jami Mo theten s Pipesaroes Eirmited et s ot o 4ade of Soeage lileters on k8 HWHERS

E5uinhan Block B, rea [haco Bakery. Harmdh ducigrmend Donor || e .
o, .
s Aol Miraed hahgieTie Detbine I Tender Ha S e W 24 e 220 X0
ity T acoomoanyang Adpkonton Under Sechon 57{0) nead with secion Ttk &l ol !
151 CPC has bean fled by th loamed adwcate for Dacree Hobder for S Amp .
Blociing i CHIC of Judomant Deisor Moryuddin Sa0 kbl Knan, CNIC 1 g Yo g r—
AF000-171THI-S, Bafoos s Coort i B abons matier, And whaness alier Cantact Parca et KK STRTER
P ing S 5] Spphaton vs Cour o Do pledsed oot bor Ssuance
of nofice, Vou arp hereby direcod 1o appear bk Bhis Court on s 115 Tk st e
iy of Peorvernber 0 i CSU00 AL i penson of throughs your plesder fo fis
clsjistSiors o0 s appiication, ofarwiea tha irater wookd ba decided in Last date for purchans | 4q 49 1eng
youf aldnnth Mocodng i W, Givan unded my Mind aad sen! of tha Cout o Daqumaali
BY ORDER, i s i VL1700 1T Ry
G- =
(ZUHAIE AHMED JANLUALI) ““‘" m"'i date 18717 2000 0k 14600 Fowrr
READER,
BAMMING COURT:-V, MARACHI. [Eid Security 1o il vkl Bl vl
Tazed applicable N ] be applicabie i pet Gowrrrnmt Porvadies Raim
Add Loediryien [PEMC) SCHY, Soers Drpartment, 24 Floce
ZARAI TARAQIATI BANK LIMITED e
FEDL) PR

TENDER NOTICE
FOR E-PROCUREMENT

Tender No. ZTBL-25-2024

ZTBL

Acquisition, Up-gradation & Implementation

of Microsoft Product Licenses

Faral Taraqiati Bank Limied, Head e [slamabad, 2 Pubhc Secior
Bank, imates slectronic bads on PPRA e-Pak Acquisition & Deposal
Sysiem (EPADS) from authonized dstribelons / suppsers F Gonleacions
risgistengd wath Intome Tax & Saes T Deparimenls who ke of FER
Aciine Taocpensers List for “Acquesiion, Up-pradation & Enplementaton
0 MiGroesaft Prodiach Ligenses”

02. Bidding documents, containing detailed termss and condetions, elc
are gvailable at Procurement Depariment, ZTBL Head (ifica,
Isamabed, Price of the bidding documents is Rs.2.000-.The
Bidding documisnt 3 ko be dovwnloaded foad of oot 1rom the
ZTBL waeleitiz (vower 2T Conm. pie]) A Brcars PPRUA EPAD Syrslem

03. Bidders ans required 1o submit their bids throogh PPRA ERAD
Shystem (wwweprocure.govpk) however the original bid sacurity
must be delivered o ZTBL on below mentioned addeess befone bid
subemission closing date & tme, Bids must be submitted onling
through EPADS a5 per the follovwang schisdule;

| mmm&nm |31 0ctober 202410 11:30 M ]
| 310ctober, 2024 @ 1200PM |

04, Pre-tad mesting will b2 held on 22102024 (1100 AM) at IT
Corderence Room, ZTEL Haad O, slamabad

Vice President, Head, Procurement Department
General Services Division

Zarai Taragiati Bank Limited
Head Office, Islamabad. Phone No. 051-9252738

pacas onihad

Moo, SEELIVESELR
GOVERNMENT OF SINDH \.'li';'

= SCHOOL EDUCATION
AND LITERACY DEPARTMENT

ADB ASSISTED (LOAN O, 4409-PAK) ADDITIONAL FIHANCING
SINDH SECONDARY EDUCATION IMPROVEMENT PROJECT
17/1, Saba Avenwe, DHA V Ext, Karachi. Ph, & 021-99332182
PROJECT [SSEIP) (ADE - ASSISTED)

124

Drare: 14th Oiober, 2

dliece) -

EXTENSION OF DATE FOR
SUBMISSION OF BID

With reforance to tha subject procuremant packagea and the
Inwvitation for Bid (IFB) pubdiehad in e IGCal eWEDADETE,
with informaton key INF-KRY: 2068724, the IFB is also
hoabod N The peopoct wobsite hRpacifeawseyr SSDip o, pi; and
e Asian Developmant Bank (ADB) webaila
hitpasifesen, ndb, org projectaTondars

All intprgsied bidders are riguesiod o node tha folicwing
'[TJ'LH-I"rﬂ'ES R0 SLHEHTHEAN dafdien

5 PROCUREMENT PACKAGE ORIGIMAL DATE REVISED DATE

o & TIME FOR & TIME FOR
SUBMISSION  SUBMISSION
OF BIDS OF BIDS

1. SELDVSSEIP-AFCW-00;
Reconstiuction of 141 Schoole 215001 2024 5th bow. 2024
ising Light Gauge Steed Frame | [19:00 AM) [11:00 AM]
Struchang with Sokir Panels
InsEaslabion o Dhisign-Buld
Hazis @ Dkt Rashem
Ferog [02-Loks)

Flaasa nofe that the bid(s) ahall boe submitbed o ihe PIU
idrEss 0n o oovised date mantioned in th tabla abowe,
Technical Bits will be opaned on the seme day, &t 1105
(Pakistan Siandard Tima) in the presonce of biddods
ripprgssan Lt who choose bo atiend, whereas the Fingncial
Bigs shall remaen sealed and uvnagenod and ahall ba pinosd
locked, Tha Price Bids of onty Technically Responsive and
Cunlified Bldders shall bo opened aftor technical bids
evaluation, whereas the pice bids of those bidders whosa
technical bids are not responshag and nol quealified shall ba
retamed uncpoened. The axtension in bid submission will
alse be published on sseipkhipk@@gmailcom and
hitpsitweenw, Ddib, orglprosectaiondars, All Inmerestod bidders
are advised to visit the above-menlioned websies on
rsguilint Basis for furthes updales and impotant iInformation
rilabed o the procunrement of SSEIP peoject
S~
PROJECT DIRECTOR
PROJECT IMPLEMEMNTATION UNIT
SINDH SECOMDARY EDUCATION IMPROVEMENT PROJECT
SCHOOL EDUCATION AND LITERACY DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF SINDH
Addrezs: Howse Re. 1771, Strest Ne. 31,
Khayaban-g-Shamsheer, Saba Avenue,
DHA Phase 5 Extn.. Karachi Pakistan
Telephans Mo. +92-21-80332162

Emall address: sselpkhipkiBgmall.com

| SAY MO TO CORRUPTION iStalrni - -

| o gol you o-bi. ploase regs yousseit ol www sogpdcompk_ T3 |

(BEFORE MUHAMMAD YOUSUF GUL)
IN THE COURT OF JUDGE ANTI-TERRORISM COURT

GHOTKI AT MIEPUR MATHELO
PROCLAMATION U/S 87 CR.P.C, RW
SECTION 19 (10) OF A.T. ACT 1997

THE STATE Complainant
v E R S U S

SPECIAL CASE NO. 20/2024 STATE VIS SHOUKAT ALl
AND OTHERS OFFENCE U5 302, 114, 148, 149, 337H-
ILPPC & 7 ATA 1997 CRIME NO, 68/2024 OF POLICE
STATION WASTIJEEWAN SHAH,

Whereas, the accused namely:

(1. Ghulam Yaseen S/o Jam Ghunio.

02, Ghulam Hussain Slo Jam Ghunio.

03. Abdul Qadeer S/o Khan Muhammad Ghunio.

04, Mazeer S/o Khan Muhammad Ghunio.

05, Ghazi Sfo Azeem Ghunio.

06, Abdul Rehman S/o Bahadur Ghunia. All RO

Katcho Area Rounti Taluka Ubauro.

Wheraas, Non-Bailable Warrant has been issued by this
Court for the amast of above named accused, which has
retumed un-served with the report of police that the
aocused have absconded or are concealing themselves
to avoid their armest.

Mow, therefore proclamation LIS 87 CrP.C, R/W section
19 (10) of AT Act 1997 is issued requiring the
appearance of above named accusad to appear before
this Court on the date of heaning viz: 24.10.2024 a1 0830
am. 3 Mirpur Mathedo Judicial Compleo, fading which the
case will be proceedad in their absence acconding 10 Law.
Given under my hand and seal of this Court this the 11th
day of October, 2024,
Sd/-
(DISTRICT & SESSIONS JUDGE /
JUDGE ANTI-TERRORISM COURT,

GHOTKI AT MIRPUR HﬂTHEI.D
SAY NO TO CORRUPTION SR iaieeinin] - - == = 5

(BEFORE MUHAMMAD YOUSUF GUL)
IN THE COURT OF JUDGE ANTI-TERRORISM COURT

GHOTKI AT MIRPUR MATHELD
PROCLAMATION U/S 87 CR.P.C, RW
SECTION 19 (10) OF A.T. ACT 1997

The State Complainant

vV E R § U S

NO.56/2024 OF POLICE STATION WASTI
JEEWAN SHAH.
Whereas, the accused namely:-

01. Shahan 3/0 Notho Shar RO Katcho area,

02, Zahoor 310 Zareo Sher RO Katcho area,

03. Rahib 5/0 Qaim Shar RIO Katcho area.

04, Shahzado 5/0 Abdul Hakeem Malhan RIQ Katcho

area.

05, QGasim 5/0 Razzu Tart R/O Katcho anga.

06, Akbar i@ Roos S0 Mehaar Tart RO Katcho area,
Whereas, Non-Bailable Wamant has been issued by this
Court for the amest of above named accused, which has
refumed un-served with the repor of police that the accused
have absconded o are concaaling thamsahes 1o avoid their
amest
Morw, therefore prociamation LS 87 CrP.C, RAY section 18
{10) of AT, Act 1997 is ssued requiring the appearance of
above named accused to appear before this Court on the
date of heaning viz 23.10.2024 at 08:30 am, at Mirpur
Mathelo Judicial Complex, failing which the case will be
proceeded in their absence acconding to taw
Given under my hand and seal of this Courd.

This. the 08th day of October, 2024
Sd-

(DISTRICT & SESSIONS JUDGE /
JUDGE ANTI-TERRORISM COURT,

GHOTKI AT MIRPUR MA'I'HELI}
SHY RO TO CORRUPTION [iSdarsrinel] - : g s

ETPB head
post vacant for
17 months

Continved from page 1

head has been vacant sinee
May 5, 2023, The post fell
vacant after the mesignation
of Habsibs-ul-Harmman Gilani.

The Ministry of Reli-
gious Aflfairs advertised the
post. After shortlisting, the
selection board conducted
interviews of 23 applicanis
om April 23, 2024, under
the leadership of Federal
Religious Affairs Minister
Chaudhry Salik Huszain,
The selection board sent a
panel of three candidales
to the federal cabinet for
approval. The panel con-
sisted of Brigadier (retd)
Mumtaz Igbal, Federal
Secretary (retd) Habib-ul-

Hamman Gilani and Secre-
tary (retd) liaz Ahmed. The
cabimet approved the panel
but ordered that reports
of the three candidates be
called from intelligence
ARGIICLES,

A summary was sent
io the cabinet on July 20,
2024, but the report was
returned by the Cabinet
Division on the basis that
according to intelligence
reports, none of the three
candidates is suitable for
the post. The federal cab-
inet rejected the panel
semt by the selection board
for the appointment and
directed to start & new pro-
cess, However, it has not
started yet,

FBR extends returns
filing deadline to 31st

Continued from page 1

of Theome 9 retuem for tax
year 2024, for the persons
who were required to file
their retums by September
o, 2024 and was extended
up to October 14, 2024 vide
circular No.2 of 2024-25
dated September 20, 2024,
is further extended to Octo-
ber 31, 2024.7

The step has been taken
in view of the reguests
from various trade bodies,

tax bar association and in
the wake of the banking
helidays announced in
Islamabad and Rawalpindi,
it added.

[t is pertinent (o meniion
here that a threeday public
holiday was announced in
Islamabad and Bawalpindi
ahead of the much-antici-
pated Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation's (SO0 Coun-
cil of Heads of Government
meeting, slated to be held on
Dctaber 15 and 16

Government of Pakistan

CIVIL SERVICES ACADEMY,
LAHORE
TENDER NOTICE NO. 005

INVITATION TO BID

FOR PROCUREMENT OF HIRING OF CARS

{1300 CC) FOR CIVIL SERVICES ACADEMY FOR
THE FINAMCIAL YEAR 2024-2025

Civil Services Academy, Lahore invites sealed bids
on apen compatilive basis,
distributors/suppliersidealars who are registensd
wilh Incame Tax and Sales Tax Depariments and
are on Active Taxpayers List of the Federal Board of
Revenue, for "Hirling of Cars (1300 CC) for Civil
Services Academy, Lahore®,

2. Fre-bid meeting will be hald on 23.10.2024 at
11:00 a.m. in the Conference Room, DG Block,
Civil Services Academy, Lahore which iz strongly
advized to be attended by all the interesied

biddars

3.e-bidding documeants as per regulations,
conlaining detailed terms and conditions,

requirements etc. are
available for the registerad bidders on EFADS at
(www eprocure. gov,pk)

4. Tha elactironic bads, must be submitted by using
EFADS on or bofors 01.11.2024 at 11:00 a.m.
klanual bids, shall not be accepted. Electronic
Bids will be opaned on the sameday at 11:30 am
This advertisement |15 also available on PPRA
website htip . ppra.ong.pk

Additional Director (Admin)

Civil Sarv ---anc:dnm'

spacilications and

from 1he aulhonzed

PID{L) 1024724

Dated:
1. 102024

DAWOOD UNIVERSITY OF ENGINEERING
AND TECHNOLOGY lll'lLfET]

M.A, Jiansh Rosd, K

PHOHE: §

oS 1 ESd

Na DUE TAWGFinal Show Cawse/MBRATES 497

Duated: Thth Octobaer 2024

Arch. Mushk Bughio
Liciurer (BPS-18]

H Mo 273, Block-B, hemon Magar, Gasimabad,

Hiychisrabnd

FINAL SHOW CAUSE NOTICE

Aychiipchen and  Flanmng

WHEREAS, you Ar, Mushk Bughio, Locturor (8P5-18), Depariment of
, Dawood Unsmrsly of E

Bl

Technciony, Karachi, B aleged 1 hine  commiltied the fofiowng acls of
prescaanduc] & b besen doured from B pecord on follcwing acts.

) Wi et graded stiady loaen eladly dor on yoar odendable) Bom
041 068 20115 v oy xtarebiond e vt b S uphs 31032003 (1ot e
yeurs). Then |5 Synchsans vide Resobution Mo, 15 7 decaded bor poooess of
discpdinary procetdngs &5 por ESD Roles. Then Desopliinigey procesdings:
W wedaied, and You WD eSUSd D Capianaton Cals. I responad 0
th Eplaniuntiony Cll wheete jyou P dadimltied Sal yous fe iy B Broceds
of compleling admemiratve procedune of dagres whech will taks 45
monde- vide pour oo dased 19062071

i} The 16 Synclcabs vaby Resolpbion Mo 164 deoded o exiend e
peericed for 3 [08) monihs with eflect Brom e daie of eapey of your Saady
bty 1042003 by 300500, el o ke clenciind o pipened for duty
w14 diyd e kefer Mo DUE T/ RegLoave-Ext MEINIEE239 dotesd
SE-2-200T Bt you ded nod join duty ol DUET wathen spocried B pornicd
N complancy of the Syndeale decmon

() | s rfrenched That you alo sagred Surety Bond of Shedy Leawe with
DUET g B procgeding on Sudy Lédve n March 2018 but you harve
braachad S bt and conddions of B Sorety Bond paea Mo b wheh
o weekr mesdood o ped naoslaws. Sinca you afn abaconder and
Faslic] b o o s 1 DUE T wihisch Ranitisonount o mesonduct usrdor ihe

CUET Staktesrules

(7] by complanch wih e T
Show-Lmee Noscs dated 1100

- TR

24 e you hies rol e bk 8

DUET wath Phi) degeiss withen stipuiased time pinod

£ In oormpanc of B deceon of 10t Synddals wde Rpsciubon Mo k64
I Wi Chancedor, Dewood University of Engneenng and Technology & e

Atz ooy

) B ol B Odwriney T B ety LR chind mwmlm‘m
youd e ound gty of gross peghoonce i aRendng 10 ol dee. and
oo oedeid whath m LaAtamoint IS dahous Sebonhduct i bems

of T Ermpiloyeey E Mcaency & Detoiplinaacy Statudes- 2007 1 of DUET and cals
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Attack on Bannu Police
Lines foiled

All 5 terrorists killed; 4 cops martyred in operation

Javed Aziz Khan be clad in burgs and made their
o way indo the Police Lines by burd-
PESHAWAR: A major attack on  ing hand grenades. Two of the
the polioe headoguarters in Banru  terrorists were killed at the main

wis fodled on Monday and all frve
wszailands were killed during a
four-hour cperation

Four policemen were also
martyred in the attack on the
Bannu Police Lines which also
houses offices of sendor cops

“Five sttackers have been
kilked by the brave cops. Four
polcemen wepe also martyred,”
Inspector General of Police
Akhtar Hayal Khan fold The
hews

The terrorists were zald to

gt by the alort coge.

Potacnr odfciaks satd thaise othe
ers continued firing from differ-
ent places for aroumd four hours.

“All the attackers were
punned down by arcund 4 pme
The last one was firing shots
from an office,” Superintendent
of Police Wager Ahensd told The
Nows,

Another official =zid three
policernen and a cook of the
potce foree wore martyred in the
attack

“Police teams fed by the
Regional Police Officer Iniran
Shahid apd district police officer
alorg with officers of the Coune
ter-Terrorizm Departnient con-
iz 8o fight bravely for around
T hours before all the attackers
were killed,” szid amoofficial,

Chief Minister Ali Amin
Gandapur directed Chief Secre
tary Nadeem Aslam Chaudhry,
Inspector General of Police
Akhar Hovat Ehan, and Mindster
Pukhiun Yar to nosh to Banna to
atterd the funeral prayers for the
fadlencopa. The fimers pragers of
the fallen policensen wepe offeped
Bater i the evening.

Pakistan, Russia launch joint tactical drills

TRLAMABAD: Russin and Pala-
san bmw Lneched joind tactical
exercises “Friendship-2024.°
Joint Bussian-Pakistand taci-

cal exencizes “Friemdahip-2024"
have started in Pakistan, The
opening ceremony was held at
the neathonal anti-termosist conter
“Pabbi”. The Russian side is
represented af the exercises by
servicemen of the modorised
rifte unit of the Soathern Mili-

SCO Summit game-changer

for progress: Maryam
Riaz Pirzada says efforts PM, COAS made
moot possible in Islamabad; ex-PT1 leader
Shafgat says CPEC reflects the strength of
Pak-China relationship

Faizan Bangash due to the efforts of the prime
- pirister arwd the chief of e ammy

Gary Déstrict from the Yolgograd sessions on communications,
Begion, the defense depariment  providing assistance to a vesse]
il in distress, and rescue 3 sem
From Septenber 20 to Octo- On October 5, the Collective
by 10, border gpaards from Bus-  Security Treaty Organization
sia and China conducted their (CETO) exercises *Indestrisctible
first joint patro] in the northem  Brotherhood™ ended in RKazakh-
part of the Pacific Ocean. Border  stan, The miliary of Belans, Kyr-
puands carried ot joind actions  gyzstan, Bussia, and Tajikistan
to ientify and suppress threats book part in the exercises. The
to maritime securty, and also events fook place af the Bereg

conducted a zeries of training

trining ground. —Agencies

Environment watchdog fails
to classify industrial units

Audit report recommenids classification of industrial units,
preparation of emvironmental database

By Salld Chaudhry

ISALAMABAD: It has been
revealed that the Pakistan End-
ronmental Protection Agency
(Pak-EPA) has not done classifi.
catbon of mwhestrial units.

According to the audit
repart, scconding to Fule 4 of the
Mational Envirotment Quality
Standards (Sell-Monitoring and
Reporting by Industry} Bules
2001, the director general will
classify any unit as A, Bor ©
bl o the podBution Jeved of the
mchetrial unit,

Jm:md':ng to Rule 3, all
nehastrinl umits will be responed-
bl for submitting accurate amd
timehy ervircnimental mopitonng
reports to the federal agency.
Fule 12 states that the federal
agency shall compile, analyse |
and manage the data confained
in ervironmental moniforing
reporis with the purpose of
implementing national quality
standards and developing an
eqvircamenial database.

The Pak-EPA had been estab-
lished for the protection, main-
Eerance and improvernent of the

emviromment and prévention of
pollution; however, during the
aundit of the fnanceal year 221
22 to 202223, it wne reveabad
that the Pak-EPA did rot chassify
inhizstrial unds into category A
B or C for liquid emissions and A
or B for gaseous emizsors, while
oo the-odbeeer B, inwizstrid units
were nst submitting monthly,
apzarterty and sneual eovironmoe-
tal monitoring nepors

The audit tenmed the initia-
tive of not classifying the ndus-
Erial units as a serious lapse on
Ehe paart of the memegeement and
sied thet &5 4 reslt the compila-
tion, analysis and development
of the environmental database of
the Islamabad Capital Territory
was not carried out, The adit
mﬂd a prefiminary observation

[slamabad Capital Temitory ane
located in three different zones

ot of five, some industries sub-
mit approved environmental
complinee repons o the Pak-
EFA Motices will be issued to
ensure that industries submit
comprehensve environmental
compliance reports, including
meanagement and data analysts
Thee susdkit deseribed the adein-
istrafion’s response as ursalis-
factory, syying that details of all
chaszified undts operating under
the territorial jurisdiction of the
Pak-EPA were nod provided.
The submindstration aditied that
all the industrial wnits were not
submitting monitoring reports
due to which the environimental
datahase was vot prepared. The
it wiote three betters from the
PAD tor conwen & neeeting of the
Deparimental Accounts Com-
mittee, but the meeting was not
calhed kil the fnalzeion of the

i report. The aodit recommendaed

that the industrial units showld
b classified and a mechanizm
shotld be devised fior reporting
ez units of a monihly, qeae
terty and yearly bests, in adkdithon
i the preparation of an environ-
meendal database

Remote surgery done in China through robot

Surgeon says patients in remote areas can access top-tier medical
services without travelling to big eities

News Report

SHANGHAL: A groundbreaking
remnate robotassisted hing cancer
sumgery sparuing over 5,000 kilop-
elers wa sisooessfully conpleted
af the Second People's Hospital of
Kashgar in Northwest China's Xim-
jiang region in oodlaboration with
the Shanghai Chest Hospital the
other day, foreign media reported

This surgery marks a sigifi-
cant mrilestone in the advaroemend
of domestic robotic thoracc sur-
gery technology, breaking throtagh
spatial and geographical limita-
tions and allowing more patients
to bepefit from China's “smart”
advantages, acconding to Kashgar
Boncaal i

The surgery was led by Pro-
fessor Lo (inggaen, a renowred
expt in robaotic thorece surgery
from the Shanghai Chest Hospital,
with a feam of assisdants led by
Chen i viee
of Second People's Hospital of
Eashggar, who i akeo on staff at the
Shanghai Chest Hoepital to sup-

Utilising the high-speed amd
lowdatency characteristics of
the 35 nedwork, the expert feam
froan the Shanghai Chest Hospital
remotely controfled a domestic

LAHORE: Polthciss haove lenimd
the Shanghal Cooperation Ongan-
m!.mﬁtﬂ}sumun in Iskama-
bad a positive sign for the coun-
iry's eootiomic stabdkity,

Political figures have
expressed hope that this sum.
il ol be a for
*The surimit taking plece in Pakd-
stan s a matter of pride for the
entire nation. Targets aimed a
eradicating poverty and achieving
ecormbs stability will be accom-
plished.” said Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz, in her message
reganting the 500, which begins
in Eslwrabhad fodyy,

“This summit will prove to
be & game-changer for Palistan,”
said Maram Nawaz, She wel-
comed the foreign dignitaries and
said that the presence of foreign
leaders in Pakistan is a very pos-
iive sion, “This surmemit will open
new horizons of cooperation,”
v ke,

Foderad Mankstor Rise Pirzada,
l:;:-e.ahn;g to The News about the
BC0O in Paldstan, said it was
Encouraging o see forvign lead-
ership visiting the country. “This
summit has been made possible

ladl)” s the mednister, wiho ok
from Bahawalpur, He empha-
sised that the summit would pave
the way for economic stability in
Pakistan,

Former Pakistan Tehreek-
ednsaf (PTI) leader and federal
mairdster i Imran Khan's calinet
Shafgat Mehmood expressed
satisfaction over the 300 being
heeld in Pakistan Shafgar, who is
cumently nol active in politics,
said that China has always stood
by Pakistan, and the China-Paki-
stan Eeonombe Cosvidor (CPEC)
propect reflevts the strengih of
their bilsteral relationship. He
wehooemed the foneign beaders vis-
iting? Pakistan.

i v, serior Pakistan
Musling League-Nawaz (FMLN)
MPA Samiullah Khan, speaking
iri the Panjab Assermbly on Mon-
day, eriticised PT1 leader Ham-
ad Azhar's call for a probest at
DChowk on October 15, the day
the 3CO0 summil coMMEnses,
He claimed that the FT1 aimed
to sabotage the event. *In such
eirarmetances, law enforcement
agenies and siate organs heve no
cheoboe bt b0 Eake pction o mein.
e pece,” Sammi Ullah Kha sl

Punjab launches micro-libraries,
city walls in small towns

"By Asit Mehmood Butl

LAHOHE: For the first time in the
bty of Pusjab, the implementa-
tion of the peogram fo (he estab-
lishment of micro-bbrares and
the constraction of “City Walls®
i haghlight the culture of small
tows has been started.

The program hes been sarted
from Wazirabad, a literary and
commercial city of Punjab,
Avoordmg 10 the detalls neceived
by “Jang™ about the Chief Miris-
ter’s *Read Punjab Programme”,
rac ks containing books of microdi-
braries have been placed in all
pblic parks, walting aress of s
abel rattosy stations m Wazirahad.

Initially, more than 1000
books are kept in the racks of
bosokes kept at 15 different places
for thee people of Wazkribad amd

travellers coming from other
cities, while in the next two o
three months, 1000 more books
will be added, The main objec-
v of the program i o provide
a healthy sctivity through reading
ockcs i preaple sitting in parks
of waiting al bas and train sta-
tiore. Rainprool sheets have been
incstalled on these rmcks o protect
thee Bovkes Froem rain and weather
effects, Under the vision of Chief
Minkder Marvam NMawaz Sharf
to highlight the cultire of small
townes, special walls have been
busilt to depict the history and
culture of the city in Wazirabad
tehsil, which has now been given
the status of 3 destnet. The Wall of
Wezrirabed, Wall of Alipur Chatha
and Wall of Crakhar have been
beailt i three cities by the adminis-
Crasticon of Wazirabed tehsil

192 medical students from Gaza
to study in Pakistan

Two batches of students left for lslamabad, Lahore

By Muhammad Saleh Zaalir

predicament of the students.
Aevording to diplomatie compiu-

gar, saceessfidly remoning a hing  thiotagh | was Eterally operating the
turnor Froem a bocad patient. pobotic amns onste in Kashgar, It
*The sucoess of the cperation  was perfectly sinnblaneous,” Luo
demsonstrates that our domestic said
robotic surgery technalogy in Chen Thndang, 3 chist sur-
thaoracie surgery has further over  geon from Shenghal Chest Hospital
oo spatial linitathons,” sad Luo - curmenthy assisting af the Eashgar
Qingepuany, the kead sumgeon hospital, Jed & team in the operat-
=With ihis technology, petients  ing room for real4ime discussion
in rernode aness can aovess Loptier  and coordination with the Shang-

medical services without tras-
eling to big cities” The surgical
robols were deviedoped by Shang
hai MicroPort MedBa (Groap)
Co. The patient, a middle-aged
wornan, had a growing lamp in
Boier right Jung that was identified
thres years ago. Luo and his team
deened her a zuitable candidate
For nemmode mobotic surgery after
reviewing her medical records.
A prooperative consaltation via
video linkup between Shanghad
Chest Hospital and Kashgar Pre-

hai team, *Robolic surgery i one
of the most advanced mininally
irvasive lechnologies, offering
patienits higher socurscy, smaller
wournds and faster recovery,” L
sabd Bobots enbance the sumgeon’s
fedd of vision 10 to 15 times with
three-dimensional, high-definition
images, and their ams filter out
Turrass Beaned trvnors for Enpaoved
precision. During the surgery,
Professor Lo operted the mobot | make
Tirorn B surgical consol af the
Shanghai bospital, using a 3D &s-

feciure No 3 People’s Hosplial phy soreen and a masier oontrol-
whiene the woman was admitted e to see realdime mmages of the
allowed doctors to discnss the  patent’s chest canity and procisely
preperations and the sungical phan - manipolate the robot arm for the
in detail. The surgery lasted an  operation. Shanghad Chest Hospé-
hour and proceeded smoothly. tal was the first medical institution
Lo menipatated the robotic amms on te Chiness maintaed to carmy
in Shanghad, transmitting reabtine ot robot-esisbed chest surgenies.
insdructions to the mbotic ams [E was also the st hosplial in
in Kashgar, which precisely mir- the counfry to perform mone than
rored his movements to dissect, 1000 chest surgenes assisted by

o remobe surgical robol in Kash-  separate, cut and subore, 7 felt a8 sumgiead robots a year.

ISLAMABALY: The second batch nication [rom Cairo, under the
of 61 Palestinian medical stodents  directions of Prime Minister She
hatling from Gaza leflt Cairo for Ibaz Sharif, and special efforts of
Islanabad on Monday. The first Global Relief Trust (GRT), Doe-
batch of 27 students had left for tors of Rahman (DoR), and the
Lahwore on Sundsy. AKF, the second bateh of 61 Pal-

The war-torm country's ste- estinian shudents from Gega Jeft
dents would complete their Cairo for slamsbad on Monday.
mtical education in Pakistan's  The Enthosssy of Pakistan in Cairo

different medical colleges wder and ARF representatives facili- | ~

fully-funded scheme, and they tated the Palestinian students at
worlld be treated here as guests,  the afmport.

The displeced shudents were stud-  The commumication suggests
§ing in Gaga bt their institutions  tht 55 Palestindan students: from
have been destroved by Israeli Geaza hove left for Pakistan 20 br
strikes, Welkplaced sources told  as part of 192 medical students
The News that Al-Khidmat Foun-  from Gaza for confinuing their
dation (AKF) took the initiative  shdies in vanous medecal and
when it came to know sbout the  dental retitites of Pakistan,

PSQCA working to conform 179
items to world standards

“By our wental protection, mone than 24000
T CO—— shandards have been adhered Lo, In
ELAMABAT: The Pakistan Stand-  doing =0, the PSQUA & contribiting
ard and Chaality Coptrol Authority o the achimvment of the 20 Sus-
LFSIA]nm:ﬂwmm tairable Developmont Agenda. The
Faligtani products confiorm b PROCA's mandate is o enhance
global requirements and fo ensure  Pabdstan’s export poteniial and play
thi: headth of conmamers. s working. & key role in epsaring cossamer
b eresuare the supply of 170 compul- - sadfety, harmonizing food standands,
oty ftetres, iswcludingg foodd, beabding  Swdoping whichsafvty repikaions
rrderiaks, eloctronics, sutomsobiles, and establishing strict gandands for
oretnetics, tres, motoreyeles, CEG hakl products. [t not only protects
ricksborws and internal compression  (he health and safety of copsumers
babrication exgine oil, as per rogairad bt abo streegthens the conpettive
standarrls, Accoeding to PSQCA offi-  ness of Pakdstan prodiscts in ghobal
i, they have developed more than. marketz. It 18 also responsible for
6,000 standards thesrselves, some  developing stanshunds for halal prod-
standands have also beon adapted, uots & per the principles of SMIIC,
whide in varoms Gedds, ach i food  the Sandards and Measurement
safiety, epergy saving and environ-  Onganization of kdenic Countries

Sara’s father tells UK police he ‘legally punished’ her, but she died

Taxi driver Urfan Sharif, Beinash Batool, Faisal Malik fled to Pakistan last August after Sara Sharif's death

By Murtaza Ali Shah

Woaldneg, Sarrey, on Awpet 10 bt
wyeear. Thie decovery came, said the

LMD The father of Sara Sharil  prosecution, after her father called
fled {0 Pabdstan afler allegedly K- police af 247am crving so much
g the Ibvear-old and called police  that the opersfor told bim ko “take
£ sy "1 begally punished bir and 2 deep breath and el me what's
ghe died’, the jury af the Old Balley  happened”,

Freard st the opendng of the tral Shanil todd the operator: “Tve

Taud driver Urfan Shanf, 42, & Killed my danghter. [ kegally pan-
ot trial af the (4d Bailkey accused  ishexd her, and she died. She was
of her murder alongside Sarasstep-  paughty. [ beat her up, it wasntmy
mother, Beinash Batool, 30, amd  intention to kil her, but 1 beat her
tanche, Faisal Mallk, 25 g fo prngchy”

Prosecutor William Emlyn The call last for around nise
the defendants boed plaged 2 part in When the police reached the
a “campaign of abuse” against Sara  family home in Wolking, just out of
leackee to her tragic death. London, they found the properdy

He told jurcrs that doctors  was quist and chean
found Sara bad dogens of injuries The prosecutos, Emlyn Jom,
including extersive brussng, bire  sadd "In an upetairs bedrocm, on a
and biroken bones after hor body  bottom bimk bed, the polios found
wias foemnd in bed at Ber homse in the body of 2 itk gifl_ vingin bed,

under the cover, 25 if asleop. Bul she
was ok koo, She was dead. Next
i her body was & noke-in Urfan Sha
nif’s handwiting, it echoed what be
had sud in that 000 call ®

The et skt “It's i Urfan
Shearil who killed ey daughter by
beating. 1 swear 1o God that my
infention was nol 10 kill her. Bat
bostit

| am mupming away becase |
am scared. Sara died lest Augest 8,
o chays Bedore she was foumd.”

The: followirg day, the whole
Tarndly fecd om a flighe out of the UK,
landing in Pakistan on Augast 10,
meaning Sharil was thousands of
miks away when he made the call
o o, the court heard

An examination of Sara's body
revealed that Shanf plaved down
in bk call how' misch the child was
toatured

Hier s *Sora haaed ot just besn
beexaton . Her troatment, certainky

b any of that violinee and shise
Each of them seeks to deflect the

Science ministry
for closure of
PCST, CWHR

Proposes merger of PCRT

with any other institution

By our correspondent

ISLAMABALY: The Ministry of
Beience and Technology has
decided to close fs two insh-
futions namely Pakistan Coun-
ol of Science and Technology
(PCST) and Council for Works
and Housting Research (CWHE)
and spggetod to merge Pakistan
Counc] for Renewable Energy
Technology (PCRT) with another
According 10 the sources,
ihe sendor officials of the minks
iy hawe given this proposal in .
recent meeting of ihe sib-com-
et of the compiites extab
lishiad for right siding in various
The proposal will kater go 1o
A i Fight Skzimg Commaities,
after approval firom there, the
federal cabinet will take a firal
decishon reganding the closume of
PCST and CWHR and merger of
PCRT with any other insfitution.
On the other hand, some
serdor officers of the Pakistan
Counctl for Scéence and Tech-

nodogy say that the most impor-
fant policy-making instbhation is
the Pakastan Comneil for Science
and Technology, which bes been
proposed b be closed, was estab-
Tished by the government of Paki-
stan in 861 on the sppestion of
eminent sohentists of the counbry

The Minkstry of Science and
Technobogy, Higher Education
Commission, Water Research
Coumcil, ebe, came into existence
of the recommendations of this
inestitution. There ane such poli-
cy=-making irstitutions in many
countries of the world There s
a nid b0 srengihen such insti-
tutions, They sabd that the post
of the head of this institution
hag been vacant for the Last eight
YREITE,

Jrd phase of
crackdown on
illegal SIMs from
tomorrow
By our correspondent

ISLAMABAD: Palastan Tel-
ecommunication Auwthority
(PTA) will start the third
phase of the operation against
the llegal use of mobile
Sinds from tomarmow,

All the BIMs registered
in the names of deceased
persons will start blocking
from October 16, The SIMs
registered in the names of
deceased persons can be
tramsferved under the proof
of relationship. It should be
notied that before 2017 SIMs
issued on expired 1D cards
Thavve alnesdy b denctivated
while around TO000 SIMs
registered with canceled or
fake ID cards have also been
blocked.

LAHORE: Indian fournalist Barkha Dutt with former
prime minister Nawaz Sharif and Punfab Chief Minister

Maryam Nawaz, Monday.

FBR tightens noose around
potential tax dodgers

Arrests five persons for creating dummy
companies involved in huge tax frauds

By Mehiab Halder

ISLAMABAL: The Federad Bod
of Reveriwe (FBR) hes bunched &
crackdaown against potential tax
dodgers imvotved i nndti-billion
nupees tax frauds in different
parts of the country.

The FER's Regional Direc-
torates of Intelligence & nves-
tigation of Inland Bevenues
arrestid five acoused acposs the
country on Monday, including
ofe of the keading alleged frand-
sters engaged in creating chains
of dummy businesses, and four
menbers of top management of
end users' beneficiaries Chief
Finaneial Officers (CFOs) regpors
sibde for the tax fraud involving
billions of sales tax loss fo the
national excheguer,

While taking action in a reg
istered FIR involving billions
of sabis tax fraod, the Dipecto-
rate of Intelligence & Investiga-
tion-nland Revenoe, Hyderabad,
arrested the CPO and purchase
officer of a leading Lahorebased
battery marufacturer on charges
of abetment/ copnivance in sales
b firand by cladiming fadoe inpat
b

[n the intelligence-based
operation, the Hydersbad team
was assisted by the Lahore dinec-
forate, The revenue loss cansed
by the arreatod acosed done is
et thary a bl Lo the ratioral
exchequer. [n a separate opera-
thor, the Fadsalabad Direcborate
of Intelligence & Investigation-Iry
fand Revenue amested CFOs
of Two sister concerns and a
beading Faisalabad-basid textile
imit o the charges of abefment/
cotmvanee in sies tax frand by
claiming fake input tax on coal
The revenue loss caused by the
frandulent practices nsvolving a
gang of fradsters nins in hun
dreds of millions of nupees. An
FIR had already been negistersd
againsd the suppliers, bepeBciar
s, oonnivers, and others.

In ancther devebopment, the
prissumest Bl of aooused Taswar
Shahid, nomirated in FIRs, was
rejected by the cour on Oct 14
Subsequently, he was arrested
from cutside the courtroom. He
Eahﬂlﬁmdﬂpﬂhﬂ'ﬂ

ingrat, which i5 wsed by the end
izsers’ benefhcmnes
The arpests have been exe

cuted in the wake of the coune
iry-wide crackdown against the
oz malks aed bBoneficRiries
irvalved in sales tax fraod and
in lme with FBR's enforcement
MEEsUres o enhance [y coms
plizmie.

The FER high-ups allegedly
found that the input tax was
TisEsed Inffaﬂmrﬂyilgmlﬂrm
and causing huge losses to the
restiodd exchaquer,

According 1o the defails

available with The News, the
FBR got information abwout sub-
stantial sales tax frand” svasion
eomimitied by members of an
assoriation of persons (AOF) by
wary of non-puryTent of doe Les,
adjusting insdmissible input tax
o fike fbying invedoes and Eacil-
itating its buayers by prosiding a
platform for unlawful input tax
adjustrent on the strengih of
Tatks' bogies indc s,
These ADPs declared purs
chase of caal from sach suppliers
who have nod declared purchase
in the relevant HS Code, The
semufing of records shows that
the pegistered person received
pements against supplivs mede
tor its buyers in & bank accounit
ane the =ame amoint was trars-
ferred to the spplier. The whobe
management of hank trrcactions
hues e ecade o frasndalenidy ful-
Tl the coudlitions of Section 73 of
thie Sales Taoe Act 1RO,

The sales tax refurn of the
AOPs shows that during fax
periods from 2020 to 2023, the
regitered person declared sales
of Re206] 372 millkon inwvolving
ocufput tax of Rsli436 million,
whereas the registered person
hae deposited Re).085 million
duzing the said tax periods. The
registened person diclaned huge
prcieses of Bsl 855,301 milkons
invodving input tax of Re128.410,

The scratiny of the record
indicates that prima facie, one
irnvodved enfity made supplies to
the registered persors by issuing
fake outpal (ax Bvolces (moene
paper transsctions) through the
esystem of FBE to its buyers
enabling them to adjust dlegal
irpent da red cansed heavy boss
tor the tne of Red56.530 million
oy thee national exchaquer which
¢ conatitutes W fraod o defiped
in section 2057) of the Sales Tax
Act 1980, an offense punishable
under section Z3 13 of the Sales
Tax Act 150

in thee ket few weeks of ber life,
had been appalling. It kad been
barutzal. Aeud these thes
difendants wepe the adalts Bving
i the oot whepe Sara hod lived,
where she had suffored, and where
she had diod. Al three defondants
prlagesd thedr partin e vioknoe and
It Wi inconceivable that just ope of
them bad acted alone.*
Addressing the jury, Emlyn
Jopes sald “Ask yourselves, how
could just one person have car-
ried oart S0 mch abuse, so nany
assauks, without the others know-
g about, i and witnessing it with
thedr cwn eves? i any one of them
wis fot part of it, bt had 20en B,
why then was nolking done to shop
it, o riport 11 Each of them denies
that they wene the oo pesponsiile

bk odo oo of both of the oth-
ers, to shill responsibility away
froan themselves, oplo soMmenne
b, [ oither wonds, thesy s point-
ing the finger & exch other,”

Sharif’s cieee ws that his wife,
Batood, was responsible for Sara’s
dizath, that he moede a fdse confes
gon bo protect her; Batool acoused
Sharif of being a viofent disciph-
narizn and she was foarfil] of hie
huashanc and Malik's case i that
whoetver was pesponsile it was not
him and be was unawane of what
WS going o, the jury heard.

The defendants have depded
vt and oo or allowing the
izt of o chidd bedwosn Detiredes
16, 20622 and Aigues 0, 2023, The
{riall before Jastion Canzmagh is doe
tiw g o ] December 13

By Dr Ayesha Razzaque
{ Educationisd)

In & recend news repodt, CBS News visited a Finn-
ish elermentary school whene mediz and nforms-
tiom bteracy are intesiral to the curmcubam, begin
g &% ety &s Six years of age.

I the story, a group of 10vearolds demon-
sirated a commund of languages, both Finnish and
Englich, and could ask critical questions o sipa-
e et from Getion. I one example, 3 shudent
tobd the hoet that be &Ed not believe the news:that
aliers kinded on Earth 10 years aga. If they bad,
his reasoning went, someone would have seen
Ehem by e,

In ancther instance, a student assessed 2
wihgiage that chainwd the 2000 1S clections wen:
rigged She identified the source as a far-right
website with a track record of publishing disinfor-
mation witich left her sceptical about the report’s

According to the Finnish Minister of Educa-
tion, the country considers nedia Breracy a basic
civic skill in todsy's digital woekd and the founda-
tion of its democrscy in today's world of propa-
garnla s Fakoe news

Drsinformation is far from a new phenome
nof. The eartiest historical instance of disinfor-
rnation / malinforrration was when the sement in
ther Gamdbee of Edien misked Adam {as.) and Eve
(a5} nto eating the forbidden fruit from the Tree
of Knowledge which saw them expelled from
Heaven

Smee ther, every new communication beche
ko - from handwritten bosoks to the printing
press, newspapers, radio, tekeviston, the Infemet,
ative Al tools capable of genermting text, nages,
and videos = has conbriboted to lowering the oost
of disseminasfion per idea while dmultaneously
spreading them faster and wider, Since none of
the=e technologies will be rolled back any tinse
5000, the best defense against disinfomuation is
an informed and sware citizersy.

[rifostnation and media Bersey (ML) enables
people to process information critically, spod bias
and identily instances of unintentional misinfor-
ration and intenticnal disinformetion and misin
formration, popidarized as Take news. However,
bewsic literacy remains a prerequisite of IML which
we, 25 a nation, continge to srugghe with

[n Febwruary of this year, market research
coqupany Ipsos published the resubis of a survey
it conducted for Volce of America Giled Political
participation and kadscape of Pakistani youth',
Among the key findings of the survey was that
while most women gef their news from TV, men
prefier fo tum o-soc k] mediy platforms,

Among social media pltforms, 46 per cont
were neported 1o rely on WhatsApp, followed by
40 per cent wsing Facebook, and efght per cont

L.

How to raise fact-checkers — learning from Finland |

turming to Twitter /X, WhatsApp is by virtue of
being an M platform anmoderated. The user
experience of sockl media platforms differs sig-
nificantly from one market 1o the next, For the
Pakistani marked, modemtion of Facehook and
Twitter /X content is barely detectable - that &=
enverflowing with disinformation

ML gets only a token mention in school
camicula Vamants of a much-feled curriculum
irve haded scattered mentions of media literacy that
tiend it narrowly to Grade VI and VI conpater
sidies, The stated oufeome was o “Evaluate
digital nyedia bias and messaging”, However, soon
after thal, the realization strock that most pubc
schools do not have computers, not to speak of
Endemied access, Only B1 per cond of chikdren start
school in grade [, and only approximatedy 40 per
cent of those reach grade VI, and in tum only 3
small fraction of those will kave the privilege of
aftending a school with the resources o teach
cofipater studies. This ks the foodprint of ML edu-
cathon in public schooks,

[n 2019, Unesco published a broad so of
paidelines in a report titled 'Global standards for
media and information bteraey aurmicula develop-
ment gidelines’ and the North-South Centre of
the Coumeil of Europe published a ready-Lo-use
toolkit for Media Literacy for Global Education’
Mot suggested activithes in that toolldt require
pen.and paper and the ability iogomach conflict-

Whale soeess tothe indemest enables addifions]
bearning activities, INL dovs not depend onaccess
to computers and the Intemned. Essential elements
of it have been part of school curriculs in many
conmtries for decadis.

Middle school children in Western Europe
have been sensitized to the political leandngs of
thefr boead and national pewspeapers by comparing
a dn's news coverage, spoiting biased banguage
describing the same events, and beaming to dis-
cem between objective reporting, opinion, serse
Gonalism, and outright propeganda as part of their
bnguage subjects. Bevond an isolated lesson,
piading texts critically is cmbeddid across school
curricuhams, partioukely in history, literahue, and
Ee Sereslive

Ohur state's conflicted aftitude towands coim-
bating the epidemic of disinfonmation  fake news
i complicated by the fact that todsy almeost every
party - where the term ‘party” B used in the broad-
st sense - has o hand B feeding namatives and
COMpTERLEaEY With various degrees of sbant info the
social media machine, Surviving it requires the
abiliy to think critheally amd that & a rare beast in
& country whene many ane stumped by sicasm.

This begs the questiore coutd the public school
curricuhum itself, long known for its indoctrinad-

ingt effect, supvive semating by & crithcally thinking
pﬂpulu:e".ﬂ.relhe pecple in power prepaned for

its imypleations”

-
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MUMBAI: Bollywood actress Kajol De attends
the trailer launch Mm—mhﬂn m'-'}anguagn
thriller film “Do Patii’ here on Monday. —AFF wirepholo

Sri Lanka carrier grounds captain
after mid-air argument

COLOMBCk: Sri Lanka’s national airfine grounded a captain
after he locked out his female copilot when she fook a tol-
let break during a flight from Sydney 1o Colombo, officials
said

&ri Lanka's aviation regubator, the Civil Aviation Author-
ity (CAA), head nitiated an irvestigation. “The airline is fully
cooperating with the relevant authonties, and the captain
has been the oarteone of e investizs-
tion,” Snlankan Airlines said in a siatement,

The captain clashed with the female copilot over her
stepping out without amanging another crew member {0
accompany him in the cockpit, in line with standard oper-
ating procedures, an aifine source

Cabin erew had to persuade the capiain to let the fimst
officer back intoher seat on (e Alrbus A0, The twro-pilot
aircraft landed withoat incident. —AFP

Three dead in Russian attacks
on south Ukraine

EYIV, Ukraine: Russian shelling and drowe attacks killed
three people and wounded eight others in southem
Lleradne on Moy, officials said, as Kyiv wamed Moscow
wis pounding chvilian infrasimictune ahead of winder,

Two women were killed when a Bussian drone stiuck
a car in the southem Kherson region, whike Bussian shell-
ing o the port of Odesa beft one dead and eight woumcded,
antivoritics sadd.

The Odesa attack also damaged two civilian ships,
including a Palao-flagged cargo vessel that was struck "for
the second time” in bwo weeks, Uloainian deputy prinme
mirister Oleksn Roleba wrole on Telegmm.

The atfack damaged port mfmstructure, including a
grain warchouse, he added —AFP

Man arrested near Trump rally
in California faces gun charges

WASHINGTON: A man arrested at a security checkpoint
near Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump's
California rally on Saturday faces gun charges after be was
found in possession of koaded frearms, mnktiph: passports
and a fake lcense plate, the local sherifl said on Monday.
Riverside County Sheriff Chad Bianco said he believed
his department halted an assasination aftempd, though he
acknowledged that was "speculation.” The suspect was
rebeased on bail on Saturday, jail records showed. A fed-
eral official said on Sunday that a federal iwestigation was

“What we do know B he showed up with nultiple pass-
ports with different nanes, an wnregistered vehicke with a
fake license plate and loaded firearms,” the sheriff said at
a news conference on Sunday allemoon. —Reuters

Ex-Stasi officer jailed over
1974 Berlin border killing

BERLIN: A former East German secrel police officer was
sentenced to 10 years in fdl in a landrmark roling on Mon-
day for shooting dead a Polish man trying to flee to the
West S0 vears ago.

The sentence, almost 35 years after the Berlin Wall fell,
marks the first time a former Stasl officer has been con-
victed of a homicide committed on duty, scoording to his-
lormans.

The Berlin court found Mantin Manfred Namann, 50,
gulliy of murder for shooting Creslaw Kubuczka in the
back at close range as he sought to flee through Berdins
Friedrichstrasse border point in 1974, —AFP

Prague bans organised night-time pub crawls

PRAGLUE: Prague city councillors said on Monday they had
banmsed pight-time pub crawls organised by irave] agencies
becase the city wantiad (o target “mobe cudtured” tourists,

The Caech capital of 1.3 milion people has for a long
fime been a popular destination for noisy siag parties and
pub crawiers, largely from Britain

Prague deputy mayor Zdenek Hrib told reporters on
Hﬂfﬂﬁﬂﬂiﬁiﬁdﬂ.@ﬂ-ﬁmwbmwhsm“
T Bsunaiek

Russia jails French researcher for three years

MOSCOW: A Bussian court on Monday senfenced a French
researcher to three years in a penal colony after finding him
guilty of breaching & *forelgn agent” Law,

The trial of Laurent Vinaticr, who works for a Swiss
conflict mediation NGO, comes amid tensions between
Husaia and the West over the Ukrmine war,

The 48-vear-old was armested in Moscow in June and
charged with gathering inforrmation on Buessia’s military
wikvout being registerad as a Tonsign agent” ;

Judge Natalya Cheprasova al Moscow s Zamosk-
vioretsky district court muled that Vinatier was gailty and
sepdenoed him bo three years in a penal colony, iwo years
bess than the masdnm possible sentenoe, an AFP jourmal-
ist in the courtroom heard. —AFP

At least 12 killed in bus accident in Egypt

CATRO: At least 12 people were killed and 33 injured in
Egypt on Monday after a bus overfurmed on a highmm'
connecting Cairo to the Red Sea coast, the Egyptian health
mndniTy Said

It said in & statement that 28 ambulanees wepe sent to
the scene of the zecident which took place on AlGalala
highway connecting Cairo to Red Sea coastal towns includ-
ing Ain Sokhna. —Reuters

Nasa probe Europa
Clipper lifts off for
Jupiter’s icy moon

KENNEDY SPACE CENTRE,
United States: Nasa probe
Earropa Clipger Lifted off from
the U5 Kennedy Space Centre
on Monday, bound for an icy
mpon of Jupiter to discover
whether it has the ingredients
to support hfe.

Lift-off took place aboard
SpaceX’s powerlul Falcon
Heavy rocket. The probe is
st 1o reach BEuropa, one of
Jurpiter’s marry moons, in five
and a half years.

Thi= mssion will allow the
US space agency (o uncover
new details about BEuropa,
which scientists believe could
hold an ocean beneath s
foechoner surface,

*With Europa Clipper,
we're not searching for hfe
o Europa, but we're trying to
see if this ocean world is hab-
itable, and that means we'ne
leoking for the water,” said
Magn afficial Gina DiBraceio,
alead of the lanch,

“We're booking for energy

gources, and we're really
looking for the chemistry
ikvere, 20 that we can under-
stand what habitable envi-

ronments might be through-

otrt our whobe universe,” she | #

acldid,

If life's ingredients are
fioamed, nnwotlver mission would
then have o make the jour-
ey bty el debect 1t

*ltz a chance for us to

explore not a world that | ="

might have been habitable | |3

billions of years ago™ like
Mars, Europa Clipper pro-
gram scientist Curl Niebur
told reporters, “but a world
thiat Finkaht be habitabbe tocky,
right now,”

The probe is the largest
over designed by Nasa for
interplanetary exploration.

Evropa Clipper is 30
meters wide when its
immense solar panels --
dessiged o caplure the weak
Hight thet reaehes Jupiter - are
fully extended. —AFP

BBC boss says Russia,
China taking ‘advantage’
of World Service cuts

LONININ: The head of the
BBC warmed on Monday
that Busszin and China were
exploiting funding cuts that
have foreed Britain's public
broadeaster (o scale hack its
much-landed Waorld Service
network.

T Dunvie sadd inagpeech
that financial constraints
affecting the BBC World Ser-
vice were allowing Moscow,
Betjing and other actors to
“fill the gapa”, inclhuding with
fumchallenged propaganda”

W oo movw soe clear ovie  fes”

denee of the fact that when
the Waorld Servies reireats,
siate-funded media operalors
move in bo ke advantage,”
e director-general sad.

The BEC World Service
delivers output in 42 lan-
guages, and reaches around
T30 million people worldwide
every week,

For years it was funded
throasgh grands by the British
govemment’s forelgn minds-
try. But since 2004, it has been
predominantly funded by the
tebevision licemee fee paid by

British households.

In 2022 the BBC
announesd the closure of
its Arabic and Persian radio
services and hundrads of job
cutls, and has increasingly
moved language services to
digital platfomms.

Davie said that while the
World Service's budgel was
marly 5400 mdllion (5522 mil-
ban), Fussia and China were
spending an estimated 56 bil-
b b 55 billion on “expand-
ing thelr global media activi-
in Adrica, the Middle Eaxst
and Latin Amwrica

“Russia and China are
castspending our investient
by a multiple of thouwsands,”
he told the Future Resibence
Forum, a non-partisan meet-
ing atfended by intemational
palitical figures.

=Across Africa in particu-
lar, Russian roedia is mered-
ibly active in promoting ils
marmatives — with social media
influencers amplifying propa-
ganda and so-called activists”
ivestreaming pro-Fussia ral-
b, —AFP

EU sanctions Iran
over ballistic missiles
for Russia

LUXENMEBOURCG: The Eurg-
pean Undon imposed sane-
tions on Monday against
prominent [ranian officials
amd entities, including air-
lines, aceused of taldng part
im the transfer of missiles
and drones for Kussia (o use
against Ukraine,

EU foreign ministers
approved the sanctions on
soven entitles, including
Iran Air, and seven indi-
viduals, including deputy
defence minister Seyed
Hamzeh Ghalandari and
senior officials of the Rev-
olutionary Guards™ Quds
Foree, the bloc said

Leading European pow-
ers Britain, France and Ger-
many adopted similar sanc-
tions kast month over Iranian

missile ransfers (o Russia,
as did the United States,

European Commission
president Ursula von der
Leven welcomed the adop-
fion of the sanctions by the
entire Mo, while adding:
“More iz needed”

*The Iranian regime’s
suppoert to Bussia’s war of
aggression against Ukraine
is unacceptable and must
shop,” she posted on X

I[zrael alzo lauded the
move, with Foreign Minks-
ber Israel Katz posting on X
that “These sanctions send a
clear message that the inter-
national community will not
plerate Iran’s dangerous
actions, its support for ter-
rovism, and its destabilisa-
tion of the region,” —AFFP

state money:

PARIS: The hosts of the
coming UN climate sum-
mit said on Monday that
a hard-fought linance
pact for poorer countries
must inelude “hundreds
of billions® of dollars
from wealthy govern-
s,

Nearly 200 countries
are supposed to agree
at COPZES how much
maney should low every
vear from rich nations
Lo poorer ones to help
them prepare for climate
change.

But little progress has
been achieved g0 far in
the negotiations, with
disagreements over who
should pay, how much,
aneel the seope and stroe-
fure of the pact.

L

Climate pact needs
‘hundreds of billions’ in

COP29 hosts

COP? hosts Azer-
bajjan held a series of
meatings last week with
diplomats to try to make
headway ahead of the
main summil starting on
November L.

Yalchin Kafivev, Azer-
baijan’s lead climate
negotiator, said “common
messages. had started to
emerge from the parties,
incheding in terms of the
overall size of the finance
Larged.

It needs 1o be ambi-
tious, and that needs are
in the space of trillions,
with a realistic provision
and mobilisation needing
to be in the hundreeds of
billions,”™ he told repor-
ers during a conference
rall. —AFP

L

EHE.II'EW China: People His.l'!a bmhl'n.'e im Sichuan pmr.l‘uce ﬂere on Hmd'a]r —.ﬁ.FP wirgphoto

China insists won'’t
renounce ‘use of force’ to
take Taiwan as drills end

TAIPEE China insited on
Monday it would never
remonmes the “use of force”
{0 take contral of Taiwan,
after ending a day of military
drills arcund the self-nded
istand that Heijing said was a
“steam warming” o "separatisi®
fooes,

Bejjing, which claims Tak
wan as part of its own terri-
tory, deployed Oghter jels,
drogves, warships and coast
guard vessels to encircle the
island in its fourth round of
largescale war games in just
e Dwo years

The United States said
China’s actions wee “umwar-
ranted” and risked “escala-
o™ s il called on Beijing 1o
At with pestrain.

China declared the dnlls
ower ab around GO0 po (1000
MT), about 13 hours after
they heud begum,

"We sincerely sirive for
the prospect of peaceful
reunification, but we will
NEVEr promise to renounce
the use of force and will net
leave any space for Taiwan
independence’,” Minksiry of
Mational Defence spokesper-
soin W Cian said soon after,

The exercises, dubbed
Joint Sword-20248, “fully
tested the ntegrated joint
operation capabilities of itz
troops”, military spokesper-

Half million still
without power
in Sao Paulo
from storm

SA0 PAULC: Half a mdlliomn
consumers in Latin Amer-
ica's largest city are still
without electricity three
days after a violent gale
knocked down power lines
and cansed a blackout, the
distributor owned by Enel
aaid on Monday.

The delay in resumption
of power supplics has led to
criticism of the distributor
from politicians and auihor-
ities, with calls to canced e
CORCEESION,

Enel Sas Paulo said it
wattld moesd tire To restone
parts of the elctricity net-
work that was damaged on
Friday night by winds of
e tham 100 ke, A beast
[ive people died in the stom
that knocked over trees in
the cily's sireels,

Regulatory agencies
Aneel and Arsesp said the
Ccompany’s response 1o the
atorm was “much below
expectations” and wamed
that they could recommend
allowing Enel's contract to
expire.

Enel is lfacing similar
criticism in Chile, whose
govermanent sakd in Angust it
will study whether the [tal-
ian electricity distribuior’s
local unit meets the terms of
its comcession o operate in
the country after thousands
of customers were left
without power following a
shorm,

According to Ene] Sao
Paulo, 537 000 consumers
wiire afill without eleciticity
a5 of midday on Monday, —
Rowters

T W

son Captain Li Xi said in a
statermont.

President Lai Ching-te,
who took office in May, has
been more outspoken than
has predecessar Tsal Ing-wen
in defending Tabwan's sov-
ereignty, angering Beijing,
which calls hirn 3 "separatit”,

Lai vowed on Monday to
=protect demoeratic Taiwan
and safeguand nutional secu-
rity”, while the defence min-
istry said it had dispatched
“appropriate forces”™ in
pesporse o the drills,

Taiwan detected 126 Chi-
messe aireralt, imchading fghter
Jeis and dropes from eary
morning to kate aftermoon, a
defence ministry official said,
describing it as a recond for
asingle day, Sevenbeen war-
ships wene also spodted,

Outlying islands sdminis-
teped by Taiped had been put
on “heightened alert”, Tai-
wan's defence ningsiny sakl

Bedjing said its exercises
served as a “sem waming to
the separatist acts of Taiwan
Independenoe” fonees”,

The drills took place in
“areas to the north, south
and east of Taiwan Island”,
Li said enadier. Their aim was
to focus “on subjects of sea-
alr combat-readiness patrod,
blockade on key ports and
areas’, Li said

The previous large-scale
drills held in May, three days
after Lai's inauguration, were
called “Joint Sword-2024A"
amich lasted two dagys.

China’s coast guard
was also sent o conduct
“inspections”, with a diagram
rebeased by the coast guand
showing four Heels oncir
cling Taiwan and moving
anti-cloeckwise around the
sland.

The coast guard of the
eastem provinee of Pujian -
thez closest area on the main-
L fo Taiwan - also said it
conducted “comprehensive
law enforcement patrols™ in
waters near the Taipei-cone
tralled Matsu mlands,

Taiwan sakd four “forma-
tions™ of China coast guard
ships had patrolled the
laned and briefly entered its
resivicted wabers, but pot jis
prohibiled waters.,

China has ramped up
military sctivity around Tai-
wan in recent years, send-
ing warplanes and other
military aircraft while jis
ships maintain a pear-con-
stanl presonce around the
mland s waters.

“In the face of enemy
threais, all officers and sol-
cBers of the country ane i full
readiness,” Taiwan's defence
mindstry sakd on Monday.

Lai convened a high-
lovel security mesting over
the drills, zaid Joseph Wu,
secretary-general of the
Mational Securty Council,
whi described the exercses
a8 "inconsistent with infemna-
tional law”,

Hee vowed in hiz National
Day spesch on Thursday
to “resist annexation” and
insisted that Beging and Ta-
pei were "nod subordinate to
each olher”, Lai’s Democratic
Progressive Party has long
chelemded the sovercignty amd
democracy of Taiwan, which
has it own governoment, mil-
ity arvd curmency.

Lieutenant Colonel Fu
Fhengnan, a researcher at
the Chinese Academy of Mil-
itary Scierwees, said in a video
shareq by state media that
the drills could “switch from
fraining o combat al any
fime",

*If Talwan separatsis pro-
voke once, the PLAS aper-
ation around the island will
make their first move™ Fu
said, referring to China'’s Peo-
ple's Libseration Arey.

Taiwan's coast guand sasd
on Monday it had detained a
Chinvese man of one of its out-
lving islands after a possible
"grey zone intnsbon”, refer-
Firg te tactics that fall shoet of
g direct act of war. —AFP

Trump pledges 10,000 extra
border agents in fight with Harris
over immigration

WASHINGTON: Donald
Trump pledged on Monday
t hire an extra 10000 bar-
der patrol agents if he is
reelected as president, as
lee intensifies his attacks on
Earmala Harris on the issue
of immigration.

The Republican presiden-
tal candidate 2aid he would
meel the goal by asking the
18 Congress io fund a 10 per-
vent pay rise for border patrol
agents and a $10,000 retention
arl signing bonus, at a ally in
v b st e o, Arzona. an
election batteground,

Flanked on stage by
leaders of the Border Patrol
union, who have endorsed
Trwmp, the former president
saiek “This will ensure that we
can hire and keep the Border
Patrol agents that we need,”

Trump iz locked in a

close race with Democratic
Viee President Harrs ahead
of the Nov 5 election. [llegal
immigration is a top voler
cocem, and Trump is seen
by a majorty of voters as the
person best able to address i,
opinion polls show,

Trump helped kill a bipar-
tisan border security bill e
liet this year that would have
funded the hirng of 1,500
extra customs and border
paire] agents, and an addi
tional 1,600 asylum officers.

There are currenily
roughly 200000 US border
patrol officers.

Harris, the Democratic
presidential candidate, and
President Joe Biden have
both blasted Trump for his
role in pressudng congnes-
sionial Repuiblieans to kil the
bipartisan bonder secuty il

arcusing hin of sabotaging it
for political gain.

Some T million migrants
havve boen arrested crossing
the LSMecioo bovder llegally
during Biden's achninistration,
gecording 1o govemment
data, a record high number
that hos fueled crticism of
Harris amd Biden from Trump
arw] fellow Bepublicans,

Hamis has ouflined hor
plares to fiz “our beoken mnm-
gration system” while accus
ing Trump of “fanning the
Mamwes of fear and division”
over e impact of irnmigrants
o1 American life.

Harris has alkse calked for
tighter asylum restrictions
and vowed o make a “top
priority” of stopping the
deadly opioid fenfanyl from
entering the United Siates
— Reuters

China, Russia pledge to
strengthen military cooperation

BELIING: The Chinese
and Russian defence min-
isters pledged on Monday
i despen cooperalion
between their two coumn-
iries” militaries as they met
in Baijing

Moscow and Beijing have
forped closer ties sinee Rus-
gia invaded neighbouring
Ukraize: in Febrsary 2022, an
alliane that has draen ancd-
ey in the West a8 both coun-
Iries seek to expand their
global influence.

China and Russia
declared a “no limits™ part-
nership shortly before Mos-
pow lanmched its attack on
Ukraine and have carmied
ot o series of military drills
together sinoe.

Chinese defence minister
Dong Jun met Bussian coun-
terpart Andrei Belousov in
Bejjing on Monday aned called
fior the twio skdes o “deepen
sirategic collaboration™ and
“coptinuously advance mili
tary medations”.

“Uncher the strong leader-
ship of Presidemt X1 Jinping
and President (Viadimir)
Putin, China-Fussia redations
have reached an all-time
high... serving as a made] for
major power nelations,” Dong
said, according to Beljing's
defence minkstny.

Belouscoe, in furm, said that
“friendly relations” between
their two leaders “play a key
ol in strengihening sirdegic
ties”, according to Bussian
news agencies. —AFP
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Afghan Taliban vow
to implement media

ban on images of
living things

KABUL: Afghanistan's
Taliban morality minis-
iry pledged on Monday o
implement a law banning
news mecia from pubdishing
images of all living things,
with journalisis told the rule
will be gradually enforeed.

It eonwes after the Tal-
iban govemment recently
announced legislation for-
mealising their srict interpre-
tations of Islamic law that
b b ingeosed sinoe ey
swept to povwer 2.

*The law applies to all
Alghanistan.. and it will be
implemented gradually,” the
spokesman for the Ministry
fowr the Propagation of Virue
and the Prevention of Vice
{(PVPY) Saiful Islam Ehyber
todd AFP, adding that officials
wikthil work to persuade peo-
ple tht images of Bving things
pre aeainst Iskanie kaws,

*Coercion has no place

ir il implementation of ihe ||

Law,” b el
“It’s only advice, and con-
vincing people these things

are really contrary to sharia | g

law) ared st e avoiched”
The new law detailed sev-
eral miles for news media,
inchuding banning the publi-
cation of images of all living
things and ordering outlets

not o mock or hamiliate | SEFS

Istam, or contradict [slamic
Lvw,

Aspects of the new law
have not vel been stoctly

enforeed

Taliban officials contimue

to regularly post pholos of
e o social redin

“Lintil mow, reganding the
articles of the law pelated
to media, there are ongoing
offorts in many provinees lo
implement it but that has net
started in all provinees,” Khy-
ber said. —AFF

Russia could be
able to attack Nato

by 2030:

(zerman

intelligence

BERLIN: Bussia could be
in a position to attack Nato
by 2030 and is ramping up
effortz to dismupt Ukraine's
Western backers through
sabotlage, German intel-
ligence chiefs wamed on
Monaday.

Germany is Ukraine's
second biggest military
backer after the United
Siakes,

*In terms of personnel
amd material, Fussian amaed
forces are likely to be capas
ble of camying out an attack
against Nato by the end of
the decade at the latest,”
BXD foreign intelligence
chief Bruno Kahl told parlia-
et

A direct confrontation
between Moscow and the
US-led military alliance was
“becoming an opdion for Hus.
gian, Kahl said.

Fahl spoke ab a hearing in
the Bumdestag alongside the
heads of Germany's domes-
tic and military intelligence,
who ook tums to wam of
the growing threat from Hus.
sia in the context of e inva-
shom of Ukraine.

“Russian espionage and
sabotage in Germany are
increasing, both qualitatividy
andd quantitatively,” dommes-
tic intelligence chiel Thomas
Haldenwang said.

Ha listed suspectod sabe
otage aclivities, including

a near miss invelving an
exploding package and a
DHL cargo plane.

The parcel burst into
Marviess an U ground before
being loaded into the plane,
in what Haldenwang called
a “lucky accident”, without
explicitly naming the sus-
pescted culprits

“If it had exploded
onboard during the flight,
there would have boen a
crash and the debris could
hawe hit all the people here
in Germany who, openly or
secretly, sympathise with
Putin,” he said.

Russia was also engaged
in disinformation campaigres,
had deployed drones to spy
on sensitive locations and
was looking to recruit peeo-
ple, including froi the world
of organised crime, with
offers of money, Haldon-
waryg sabd.

There had also been a
“significant increase” i espi-
onage and sabotage activ-
ities from Russia targeting
the German armed forces,
the head of military intelli-
gence Marting Rozenberg
said.

Among the activities
undertaken by Busila wene
“reconnaissance of German
amms deliveries to Ukraine”
a5 will s survellance of -
itary training and armaments
projects, she said. —AFP

that targeted the northern Lebanese village of Aito here on Monday, —AFF wiepholo

Lebanon says 21 killed in
strike on northern village

Netanyahu vows no mercy after deadly Hezbollah drone strike

BEIRUT, Lebanone Lebanon's
health ministry said at least
21 people died on Monday
in a rare Isracl sinke on a
northem Christian-majonty
village, far from Hezbollah
strongholds, with DNA tests
being conducted to identify
body parts,

A Lebanese security offi-
cial told AFFP the building
"housed families displaced
from Lebanon's south, and
was targeted shortly after a
man bed arrved ina car”,

He requested anonymily
10 discuss sensitive malters.

“The Israeli enemy strike
o the village of Aito... killed
in a preliminary toll 21 peo-
ple and injured sighl. DNA
bessts are being conducted to
et the ientity of body
parts recovened at the strike
sibe,” the mindstry sadd, refer-
ring to a villagee in the Chiris-
Lanemjority fgharnta district.

The cificial National News

Agency said Israe] targeted a
“regidential apartment” i the
village,

So for, lsracli sirikes have
mainly been concentratec in
prodomimantly aneas, where
Hezbollah built its power base
in a stale wracked by sectai
anksm.

An AFF photographer
al the site of the strike said
it had levelled a residendial
bunibeding o4 tha eavtranoe o the
village,

Baoxdy paris wore scaltenad
in the rubble, with Red Cross
volunteers searchang for sur-
vivors in the wrec kage while
ambulances evacualed the
wiotindid,

The Lebanese army
imposed @ securily cordon In
Ehee s, whene the strike also
sparked a fire, he sadd

in another strike out-
gcke Heebollalv's traditional
strongholds, on Saturday

the hvealth ministry peported

fwo doad andd four wournded
im an Isrseli strike on Deir
Billa. about 15 kilomeires
(e miles) from the fown of
Batroun on Lebanons norih
R H-

After almost a year of
crosshorder fire over the
Gaza war, Ismel on Seplem-
ber 2F lnunched an infense
air campaign mainly targel-
ing Hezbollahs south and
cast Lebanon strongholds,
at wiell a8 Bolrut s souihern
subarhs,

The escalation has killed
maore than 1,300 people,
according fo an AFE tally of
officid fgres.

Meanwhile, Tsrach Prime
Mindster Benjarnin Netanyahu
on Monday vowed 1o strike
Hezhallah withowt mercy,
a day after the Iran-backed
group’s deadlest strike on
lzrael since the stard of the
war in late Seplemder,

Hexhollahs drone attack

’f-" \ml‘{ﬂ

EEM‘-!!T' Paramedics mfl'b the Lebanese Hcd#mss unearth a body from the m!r.l!ute al the site of an lsraeli airstrike

oy an Isracdi base kilked four
soldiers on Sunday, while
another 60 people were
injured, according fo the
Bsraedi volundesr rescue ser-
vice Tnited Hatzadah,

"W will confinue to e
cilesaly strike Hezbollad in all
parts of Lebanon — inehading
Berut,” Netamyal said as e
vigited the base near Binyam-
ina, soasth of Hadfa

Hielsellady il it Lanarwchwod
the “squadron of atlack
drones™ in response (o [smeli
attacks, including one last
week that Lebanon's health
ministry said killed af loast 22
e i ceniral Bedrut

Since Israel on Septem-
ber 23 epealated its bombing
against targets i Lebanon
the war has killed at least
1315 peophe, according to an
AFP 1ally of Lebanese health
ministry lgures, though the
real toll is likely to be higher.
—AFP

Iran says ‘no grounds’ for indirect talks with US

TEHRAN: Iran said on Mon-
day it currently Sees “no
groumnads” forr is indirect talks
with the United States via
intermediary Oman, citing
the crisis in the Middle East.

In June, Tehran said if
head engagod in indirect talks
with Washington via Muscat,
deapite the two counires
having no diplomatic rela-
s,

LS news website Axios
reported at the time that ofl-
ciails froam Iran and the United
States held indirect talks in
Crmnan “on kow o avoid esca-
lating regional attacks™, On

Monday, Iran’s Forelgn Min-
ister Abbas Araghehi visited
Elee Gl sulianade as part of a
ool tour in which he net
after lsraed vowed to retaliate
against Tehran's recent mis-
sile attack.

SCurrently, we don’t see
any grodmds for these ialks,
until we can gel past the
currend cnsis,” Araghichi fold
reporters in Muscal,

The talks, he said, had
been halted *due to the
gpecific conditions of the
region,

Iran fired 200 missiles at

lsrael on October 1 im what
it said was rolaliation for
the killing of Tehran-aligned
militant leaders in the negion
and a general in Iran's Bevo-
lutionary Guards, lsrse] has
vowed to respond,

Oman has long medi-

abed between Iran and the tary

United States, which cul
ties after the 1970 Islamic
revolution.

In Muscat, Araghehi met
hl-.‘:ha.mmn:-:l Abdel Salam,
a senbor official af the Teh-
ran-baeked Huthi rebels in
Yo

The Huthis, alongside

Hezbollah, Hamas and oih-
ers, are part of the socalled
axiz of resistance of Iran-
backed, anti-Isracl armed
FrOUps,

The United States is
braed = chose ally amd by far
its largest provider of mili-
BT b e

Araghchi alzo held talks
with his Omani counterpart
Badr Albusaidi over the
developments in Lebanon
and Gaza, and called for
an “immediate end” (o the
conflict, said Iran’s Tonedsn
rinistry spokesman Esmail
Baghaei. —AFTP

New Delhi bans
fireworks to curb
air pollution

NEW DELHI: India’s cap-
ital Mew Delhi ordersd on
Monday a “complete ban™

on fireworks in a bid to curk 3
| | adr pollution in o city where
Hlevels are regularly ranked

among the worst in the
wirhd,

The ban is the: toughest in
a string of restrictions om e

: hugely popular firecrackers

- nubes that heve been widely
floarted
“Theere will be a complete

5 | ban on the manufaciuring,

storage, selling... and Mirsting
of all kinds of firecrckers”

& | the Delhi Pallution Contral

{‘mnmiuﬂ- said in a siate-
mml.

The order was made n
view of the “public interest
to curb high air polbution”, i
said

It comes iwo weeks
befoe Diweali, the Hindu fes-
il of lights on Movember |,
whire many soe fireworks as
integral to colebrations,

The spectacular and
colourful festival symbo-
lises the victory of Bghi over
darkness a celebration of the
Hindu gockdess Labshmi

Previous resirictions
the megapolis of roughly 30
milfiosn peopbe woene poutinely
woreil

Palice ane often reluctant
to 2t against viokibors, given
the strong religious sendi-
menits attached to the crack-
rs by Hindu devoloes,

Mew Delhi is blanketed
in acrid smog eviery auiumn,
primarily blamed on stubble
burning by farmers in the
neihbpuring reions, baet the
surge in fireworks around
Divweadi componds the prols
Jem.

Levels of fine particu-
Lt MANCF = COmeCT-Caing
micropariicles known as
PM2.5 pollutants that ender
i blocdstream through the
hangs = often hit meore than 540
tirmes the Wordd Health Orga-
nization’s danger limits in the
City,

A Lancel veport in 2020
said almost 17600 people
elied in Diolhi im 2009 becanse
of alr polhaticn.

In the past, flireworks
were amggled in across stade
boundanes or woere meailable
urecher thie counter. —AFP

Saudi Arabia eyes
electric jets to reach
Makkah, new resorts

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia:
Saudi Arabia’s flag car-
rier is tuming io a cash-
strappod German firm
for abectric jois to service
roules to new luxury
resoris and the holy city
of Makkah, an official said

The alreralt from
Munich-based Liliam
will provide direct links
to hard-to-reach roules
along the Red Sea coast
and fermry Muslim pilgrims
directly from Jeddah to
Makkah, which does nat
have an airpor, Saudia
communications affairs

p

said —AFP

"q\l

manager Razan Shaker
sadcl

*Oar sirategy is that it
will help in bridging the
Iocations and the cities
that don't have an arport
or that are maybe hard to
g0 t0,” she told AFP on
the sidelines of a logistics
fowumn in Rivadh

The plans include fly-
ing pilgrims to the iconic
Fairmont Makkah Clock
Royal Tower hotel, near
Makkah's Grand Mosque,
where “we're working on
creating a helipad®, she

—

[srael steps up pressure in north
(Gaza amid fears of siege and
displacement

CAIRD: Tsraeli forces tightened their squecse around
Jabalia in northern Gaza on Monday, killing at least 10
people quening for food, according to Palestinians med-
ics, and instructing people to evacuate as they pushed in

against Hamas Mghters.

Jabalia has been the focus of an Israel offensive for
aroamd 10 days and the military has now encireled the
camp and sent tanks into nearby Beit Lahiva and Beit
Hanoun towns, with the declared aim of stamping out
Hamas fighters who are iryving to regroup thene,

As the operation has continued, people in Jabalia,
home to one of eight historic refugee camps in the Gaza
Sirip, have been caught between Israel demands to move
gottth - and Hamas calls not fo keave becanse it was (oo

nsky to do s0, —Heuters
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Italy begins landmark
migrant transfers to
Albania

ROME: Italy on Monday

| | bean transferving migrants

intercepted in the Mediter-
ranean o cenires in Alba-
iz in o European first that
has sparked crificism from
huran rights groups.

The Walian navy's Libra
patrol vesze] set off with the
first would-be asylum seek-
ers on Monday, a govem-

ment source tokl AFF, withe =

out specifying how many
e be were on boxrl

The vessel is to arrive
on Wednesday, reporied La
Repubblica daily. It said the
passengers came from Egvpl
ancl Bangladesh.

Far-right Prime Minister
Girorggia Melond took of fice in
October 2022 on a promise
to stop the tens of thousands
of migranis who land on
lialy’s shores each year from
Morth Africa

In November last year,
she agreed a deal with
Albanian counterpart Edi
Rama o process some asy-
lumy seckers in his country,
which is just across the Adri-
atic Sea — but not par of the
European Union.

The five-year deal, esti-
mated to cost [Ealy 160 mil-
lion euros (3175 million)
a year, covers adull male
migranis intercepted by Ial-
lan navy or coastguand ves-

¢l in intermational wators,

bt within lalys search and
TSN e

They are to be irans-
fierred to a military ship for
an nifinl sereening at sea

From there, a determdn-
tiom will b pade as to which
migrants are from counines
cousicdered “zafe”, which in
theory simplifies repatrda-
tiom.

Omn arriving in Albania,

they will be transferred to a
cefitre in the nomtiem port of
Shengin for regstration and
hesahih clwreks, and dlien sent
o a contne in nearby Gjader
fo await processing of their
aciy bumn cladmes.

The Gjader facility - a
maze of prefabricated build-
ings surrounded by high
walls and police guards
includes a section for
migrants whose asylum
applications have been
rejected, as well as a small
jail

The scheme is being
walched with interest in
other Euwropean countrics
concermed about irmegular
mikgrathon, and s lkely to be
discussed during a summit of
EL! leaders this week.

But it has also sparked
M OT CONCHTS.

The centres will be oper-
ated under lalian law, with
lalian security and staff,
and judges hearing cases via
video link from Rome.

Migranis considered
villnetable under EU law
- including minors, wome,
peaple with mental health
ssues of victims of tortune,
abuse or human trafficking
= will b exempt.

But human rights groups
question whether Albania
will offer enough protection
for asylum seekers.,

Amnesty International
has described the scheme as
a “cruel experiment. (that) is
o stain on the lalian govem-
ment”.

Sea Walch, one of the
NGOs operating ships that
rescue migrants in the Med-
terranean, said Monday the
start of the scheme repre-
septed a “dark chapter”, —
AFP
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A LITTLE PRECAUTION
GET RID OF DENGUE

PREVENT BREEDING OF DENGUE MOSQUITOES
AND BE SAFE FROM THIS DEADLY DISEASE.

The confirmation of this virus in the body can only be testified in laboratory
through examination of blood; While some Specific symptoms of this
disease beside fever are as:

NOTE:-

W Fever, cold and flu X Pain in back, body and joints Dengue fever prevention spray

Y Deficiency of white Y Bleeding from nose and campaign has been started by
cells in blood mouth the Health Department in
collaboration with the local

. Y Presence of red spots on the body bodies administration,
‘i - e 3

PRECAUTIONS TO PREVENT DENGUE:

B Wear full sleeve cloths and use mosquito quail /mosquito nets while sleeping.

B Dispose of garbage, old tyres immediately from home.

B To protect your homes and offices from mosquitoes, Fix nets on doors and
windows and spray mosquito repellent.

B Do not allow standing water in the yard or lawn, flower beds and pots inside
the house.

B Keep water tanks, buckets, drum canisters and other water containers well

covered.

INF/KRY-3265/2024

Whether it's Foreign Policy or the Economic Sphere
Constructive Thinking is the Voice of a Bright Tomorrow

CM PUNJAB

MARYAM
NAWAZ

The con‘gESum’_n.!iq"the_
Shanghai Cooperation'Organization

It's an honour for the entire nation, bringing a message of development, prosperity,
and a bright future for the whole region, including Pakistan.

The Chief Minister of Punjab and the people of the province
extend a heartfelt Welcome to the esteemed leaders of the

Shanghai Cooperation Organization

{;, GOVERNMENT OF THE PUNJAB

Publishad and primed by Muhammad Hasder Jaten al Javed Press Kamchi for Mews Pubscations (Pt) L.
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Nine cops suspended over excessive
use of force at protest outside KPC

Two FIRs registered against 12 Sindh Rawadari March participants,
55 TLP members; committee formed to investigate police actions, ensure transparency

Sherry, Bakhtawar condemn brutal action
against Rawadari March participants

HRCP says arrested civil society activists must be released unconditionally, SHRC
seeks explanation from DIG for use of police force, arrests in three days

By Faraz Khan

In the aftermath of Suday’s
violent peotests by the Sindh
Rawadan March (SEM) and
the Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pak.
istan (TLP) in Karachi's Red
Lone, police have registerad
two cises against multiphe in-
divicheals invodved in the un-
ri=i,

Nine police officials, in-
cluding six women consta-
bles, have also been sus-
pended following allegations
of misconduct and excessioe
s of force during the protest
outside the Karachi Press
Club (KPC)

Sinclh Home Minister Ziaul
Hassan Lanjr sumirmoned the
provincial police chief and di-
rected the fomming of a high-
leve] compuities Lo ensure 2
transparent and impartial in-
vestigation into the matter.

The eases filed at the Ar
tillery Mabdan police station
on the complaint of SHO
fahid Huessin  inelude
charges of violation of Sec-
tion 144, roting, anmed con-
frondation, firing resulting in
injusies, murder, interferenoe
it governiment daties, danage
to public propery, Kidnap-
ping and violations umder the
Anti-Terrorism Act (ATA)L

A total of 12 individuals
from the SEM and 55 mem-
bers of the TLE, inchuding seyv-
eral senbor keaders, hove been
e i the FlRs

FIR MNo. 17924 wis bodged
umder sections 144, 145 and
158 of the Pakistan Penal
Code for defyving the ban on
public gatherings.

Torelve mdividuals acso-

Suspect records
confession in

minor girl’s
murder case
By our correspondent

A udieial magistrate hag
recorded a confessional state-
ment of a suspect in a case
pertaining to the munder of a
threeyearold gid.

The child’s bedy was re-
covered from a stredd in
Chabail Colony in Block 11 of
Gulbserg Town on October 5,

The investigating officer
prodduced the detained sos-
peect, Naseer, before the judi-
cial magistrate (Contral) and
moved an application o
revond his confessiomnal state-
meent under Section 164 of the
Crminal Procedurs Code
(CrPC)

After completing begal for-
malities, the magistrate
recorded the state ment of the
suspect, who confessed to his
imvoleement in the sassaalt
and murder of the g@d. After
the condfession, the court pe-
meanded the suspect o jail on
judicial remnand with a dinec-
thon to the mwvestigation offi-
cer to submit a report within
a stipanlated time.

An FIR has been pegis-
teped under sectons 302
{mirder)and 34 (commonin-
tention) of the Pakistan Penal
Code at the Gulberg police
station on the complaint of
the childs unche as ber father
wis in Saudi Arabia for per
forming Umirah.

Citing the child's initial
postrmomtetn report, the polioe
had earlier said she was sexu-
lly assanibted and strangled to
death

Sharjeel orders
completion of Red
Line project ahead

of schedule

By our carrespondent

Sindh Senior Minister Shar
jeel Inam Memon has once
again directed that the Bed
Line BRT project be com-
pleted ahead of schedule.

He said on Monday that
the project = a game
changer for Karachi, and
its timely eompletion must
be ensured under all cir-
cumstances.

Memon said the Red
Line BRT is a top priority
for the Sindh government,
with work continuing
around the clock. He

Continwed op page 14

By our correspondent

The use of pofice force (o disperse pro-
testers during Sunday’s gathering out-
gide the Karachi Press Club has been
condemned by several Pakistan Peo-
pes Party (PPF) politicians, including
sendor leader Senator Shemy Behman,

dernned the brutal and arbitrary police
action against the participants of the
Rawadari March from the civil society
organisations in the vicinity of the
press club,

"W all condemun and we are all dis-
gusted and ashamed of the violent
treatment against peaceful protestors,

who apologised for the violence onbe The home minister has ensured a

half of the party.

"We are a democratic party and
rights of citizens have o be profected
and respecied even if they were in vio-
lation of todays [Section] 144, 1 have
sproken on the phone from Islamabad
to many who were mistreated, and
apologised, and appreciate their un-
derstanding.” she wrote on X, formerly
Twither.

Bakhtawar Bhutto Zardari, the
younger sister of PPP Chairman Bi-
lawal Bhutto Zardari, has also con-

probe (into the police action) and ac-
tion will be aken against all those in-
volved in such inprovoked, inexcis-
able, amd ynjustifiabde brotakty,”

HRECFs demands

The Human Rights Commissdon of

Pakistan (HRCP) has demanded that
thi Simwdh Rawadari March be allowned
io continue assembly at the Karachi
Press Clab,

In a tereet on X, the HECP said that

it i5 greatly concemed o leam that af

beast 37 probesters (inclhuding women)
aasocialed with the Sindh RBawadard
March have been arrested by the
Karachi police while aitempling to
hold a peacelul assembly to demand
justice for the murder of Dr Shah-
nawaz Kunbhar,

It said police have also attempted
to arrest HRCP chairperson Asad Ingbal
Butt and wamed him not 1o speak to
thie priss, “We fear further armests
theough the day,” they said

Thi HRCF said the Sindh Eawadari
March includes progressive voices
from across the provinee of Sindh, in-
cluding human rights defenders, trade
uniong  and  feminist movements,
whose dght o probest s protected by
the constitution.

Those arrested must be released

Conlinwed on page 14

afed with the SEM — Panbal
Lario, Saif Samejo, Hamaes AS
Chandio, Nacir Mansaor, AR
Mustageem,  Mubammad
Parel Marri, Ghulam Sagheer,
Ali, Ahmed Shabhbir, Idrees,
Bilawal and Bakshal Thallu
— fisvi been implicated.

T SHO mwentbomesd o U
FIE that 0 to 100 irvdividuals
hadd gathered outside the KPC
o engage in the shouting of
pronocative slogans.

Despite the imposition of
Section 14, which prohibits
gatherings of five or more

pecgre, the crowd continued
o assemble, Using & lowd-
speaker, police urged the pro-
festers o disperse, but they
refitsed (o comply.

FIR No. 15024 inchudes a
wider array of charges, feom
attempied murder and prop-
erty damage to violatbons
under the ATA. This FIR
names the provincial leader
ship of the TLE including
Muhammad Qasim Fakhn,
Arif Sultan Puri arhi Sultan
Madani, alongside 52 waork-
s,

According to the FIR, a
rally of 500 to 600 patici
pants from the TLF was pro-
cepding near Metropole on
Sharea Faisal Despite being
warmed about the banon ral-
lies, the crowd grew increas-
ingly agitabed, leading to
stone-pelting, firng in the air
and aftacks on bw enforcers,

Armeed  individuals  al-
legedly fired at police and
Rangers with the intent to
kill, and set fire to a Gizrd po-
lice station vehicle, destroy-
ing weapons and equipment.

In the ensuing chaoes, one
civilian, identified 2z 55oyvean
old Muhammad Majid Aziz,
wies Tatally shot, while two
police officers, Faiz Muham-
s and Farae Shah, suffensd
injuries,

Separately, in view of the
alleged police brotality out-
side the KPC, the Soath Zore
police chiefl has suspended
nime police officials, includ-
ing Eidgah SHO Zaheer
Ahmed Khan.

The other syspended offi-
cials are Hesd Constable

Affan, and constables Maila
Reliman, Bibi  Maovam,
Ayvesha  Relman, Misbah
Rashid, Bibi Anna, Hina Gul
anvd Byed Ameen. This action
was Laken after widespread
criticism over the mishan-
diing of femake protesters.

A notification issued by
the DG Sowth confirmed that
the suspended officers have
beeieny framsferred to the Gap
den Headquarters' suspended
COMPAaY.

They are adso povgired o
participate in daily roll calls
and parades dunng the sus-
prenston period.

Additionally, the S5P City
hees bieen tasbed with initiat-
ing departmental inquiries
against the suspended offi-
cers, with a report expected
within 14 days An internal in-
vestigation into SHO Ehan's
mle in the ncident is also
under way.

Thie higgh-level commiittee
that Lanjar has ordeped to be
formed will be headed by
DIG Special Branch Fida
Hussain Mastoi, with DIG
West Irfan Ali Baloch and
5P AVLC Arf Aslam Haoas
membsers, They have been
given a fiveday deadline to
subwnit their findings.

Lanjar has vowed that
those pesponsible for the ex-
crsive ks Of force would be
held accountable, The viobent
profests and subsequent pao-
Bee actions lave further fu-
elled tensions in the city, with
grinving concerns over the
conduct of bath Lw enfores-
mient and protest oeganisers
iny an creasingly volatile git-
Lt

Sindh signs agreement to provide
digital education tools to varsities

By Salis bin Perwaiz

The Tech Valley Pakistan, a Google
partner, will collaborate with the
Sirudh Higher Education Commision
{SHEC) and the provincial informma.
tion science and technology depant-
meent (15T to exuap undversities with
the essential digital tools needed o
thrbve in todday's modern workforee,

Officials said that this eallabom-
e effont ains to transfonm educstion
in Siwih and prepare shudents for fu-
e SIheCess.

The collaboration agreement was
signed in the presenee of vice chan-
collors of 32 wiiversities of Sindh in
the presence of Sindh Chief Minister
Swed Murad Ali Shah who endorsed

portance of adopting globally recog.
s toods to elevate the quality of ed-
ncation in govermment universifics,
The CM expressed his delight to
witness the partnership between the
Tiech Valley Pakistan, Sindh education
departiment and SHEC. "This initiative
alimes prerfectly with our govermiment’s
vision of transforming education in
Sindh. By evpuipping our students with
ithe Latest diigital foods, we are efmpaow-

ering them to compete on a global ;

scale and contribute to the develop-
meent of car provinee,” he sad.

This partnership empowers wni-
versities under the jurisdiction of the
SHEC to leverage Google for Educa-
tion tools, a suite widely used by 75
per cent of the global workforce.

cation, students, fcndty, and staff will
gain acoess o poweril communica-
fion and collaboration fook ke
Griadl, Dirive, Dy, Sheets, Shdes and
IR,

"This codlaboration is a sigralicant
step towards equipping our sadents
with the digital skills they need to
thrive in the 21st-ceniury workplace,”
sakd Noor Ahmed Samoo, Sindh [T

SecTelany.

By providing access to Google for
Education tools, we are not only en-
hareing the learning experience but
abso opening doors to global opporty-
nithes.”

SHEC Chairrnan Dr Tariq Raft said
he was excited to partner with the
Tech Valley Pakistan and Google for

Sirdl's universities. "Google Work:
space for Education offers a compre
hensive suite of tools that will em-
power guar faculty to delver engaging
lessons and prepare our students. for
scoess,” e permarked

"We are thrilled (o be a part of this
inftiative,” said Paul Hutehings, ne-
gional head of Google for Education
for Greater Asia, who was present dur
ing the signing ceremony. "Google for
Edvcation tools have the potential to
revolutionise education by fostering
collaboration, creativity, and critical
thinking.

This parinership with Tech Valley
Pakistan and the Sindh government i
a testarment (o their commBment to
prowiding students with the best pos-

the imitgative amnd emphasised the im-

Throwgh Google Workspace for Edu-

Education to transform education in

sible bearning excperience,”

B PROJECT FOR E-BOOKS, E-EXAMS

SHC takes exception
to NAB officer’s
appointment as
education dept’s
project director

Says hiring an individual from
NABE for such an important role is
highly questionable as it entails a

clear conflict of interest

By Jamal Khurghid

The Sindh High Court took
excepiion o the appointment
of a National Accountability
Burean afficer as project di-
rector of the education de-
partment’s multimillion-dollar
ebooks and eexams proj-
o=,

It is shocking that 5 NAB
officer has been entrusted
with the role of a project di-
rector for a project imvelving
foreign funds amounting to
milliorg of US dollars™ ob-
served & division bench
headed by Justice Salahudsdin
Panhwar in a case penaining
o the authorties' failure to
supply texthoaks to govem-
ment students.

The court observed that
the appointment of an indi-
vidial from the Accountabil-
ity Burnems to swcha highly me-
sptsible mmd a departmental
oriented (post) role s highly
mquestionable, as it encome
passes a clear conflict of in-
tenist,

It =abd NAR officers,
whise primary responsibility
5 to investigate & prosecute
cases of comuption and mis-
appropriation of public fumds,
should not be placed i paosi.

Hons whene they may be di
rectly invoblved in the sdminis-
tration, mansgfement and dis-
bursement of money for
projects from the public ex-
chwxuer

The court alkso observed
that the role of project dinec
tor, particularly in projects
that affect the education sec-
tor and invodve foreign Dund-
ing, demands the appoint
et of an inddividiaal having
an undisputed track record,
who not only possesses
strong admindstrative capabil-
ities bat st also possess a
dear and in-depth under
standing of the local chalk
lenges and dynamics sur
rounding the execution of
such public project.

The court directed that it
& essential to appoint some
ofie who & equipped with
both the expertise and the
commitment mecessary to
carry out and address the
nieedks of the education sector,
particulardy for children from
the deprived areas and back-
grodmds.

It directed the chief secre-
tary and the secretary of
schools edducation

Continued on page 14

SHC dismisses plea
seeking injunction against
approval of proposed 26th

amendment’s draft

By Jamal Khurshid

The Sindh High Court on
Monday dismissed petitions
seeking an injunction to re
sirain the federal cabinet
from approving the draft of
the propesed 26th amend-
menk in the constitntion,

Petitioners  Mohanmad
Ghulam Behnen Eorad and
others also sought a direction
for the govermument (o make
the finad dradt of the proposed
amendment public for debate
for at least for 60 day=.

A division beneh headed
by Chief Justice Mohammad
Shafi Siddiqud, after hearing

the arguments of the counsel,
observed that the pefitioners’
counse miserably failod to
assiEt the court on the law
points.

The court observed that
counse] has not brought the
recent jusdgment in respect of
the Practice and Procedure
Act 2023 wherein a question
to challenge proposed legisls-
tion was taken up,

It said the counsel was
further unable to articulate &
o which article would com-
pel the cabinet to share the
proposed draft with the bar

Continued on page 14

H WORLD CULTURE FESTIVAL

Peerzada Salman explores
personal reflections in
‘Hamlet Ki Khudkalami

Journalist draws parallels between his life and Hamlet’s in unique
stage production; shares memories of friend’s tragic death, struggle with suicidal
thoughts; critiques societal issues such as declining language standards

By Bilal Ahmed

Joumalist and art  critic
Peerzada Salman & certainly
ot & Haolet, Unlikoe the s
figare described by TS Eliot,
Salnean bs not an artistic fafl-
ure; his suocessiul career and
reputation as an excellent
Jourmali=t suggest that his life
is Tar fooim the tragic and piti
ful existence of the Danish

T )

Therefons, it was both ine
trizruine? and soanewhat shock-
ing to see Salman draw parak
bebs between Hamdet and his
ooem Jife im the siage paodine.
tion ‘Hamlet Ki Ehodkalami’,
which was performesd at the
Ans Council of Pakistan on
Momxiay as part of the cngoing
Wirdd Cultnire Festival.

The production, written
and directed by Salman, fea-
tumed two characters: the jour
nalist himsel, who served as
the namaior, and Hamdet, fn-
presshvely portraved by young
actor Zohair Zubair.

The ador deliversd all
seven of Hamlet’s soliloquies
in Urdu, each preceded by a
briel amation from Salman,
wha informmed the aodienee

Lohair Zubair performs as Ramiel in journalist Peerrada
Salman's ‘Hamlel Ki Khudkalami® at the Arts Council of
Pakistan — The News pholo by Nageeb Ur Rehman

about the context of each so-
Bl within the play, a8 well
ms moments in his own life
whien he expedencsd feelings
sirnilar tor those expressed by
Hamlet or when people
arnd himn reflechid the ideas
corveved in the soliloouies

Some  conmechions  be
teveen Hhe narrators Wfe and
Hamlbet's solilonquies wepe suc-
cessfully established, while
others fell somewhat foroed

It alsp appeared that
Salman was describing the
seven stages of his life, not
through the poem from ‘As
You Like It', bat theough Ham-
bot's monologies.

However, rather than star-
ing with his birth or infancy,
Salman began his narmative af
e pecsinit. wheen e enrolked in
an English lit erature degres
prrosfranme, where he studied
‘Hamlet” in his very first se
=t

At this stage, the narator
iy hanve viewed himself as a
blank slate, surprised by the
appearance of the ghost,
mach like Hambet. The first
solilocquy captures that shock,
a5 Harndef struggles to believe
iheat s Bather was murdenad

by hiss unete Claudins, withhis t

meother Gertrude complicit in
e Crimee.

Salman interpreted the
secomd soliloquy as a reflec-
tion of the inability to sup-
press painfiul thoughts, He
ruid that just as Hamded can-
not suppress the distressing
thought of his mothers -
volvement in his father’s
dier, he o0 cannod spress a
pradnfid memory of the death
of a friend. He recalled the
Iawlessress of Karachi in the
1900, when one of his fiends
was shot in the neck as collat-
eral damage during an at
temnyad on another friend, a po-
leeman. The policeman
survivedl, bt the other friend
became parlysed, and died
after a vear and a halfl

The third solifoquy in
‘Hamlet’ addresses the art of
acting, as the Danish prince
contemplates staging a play to
expose his uncle's crime.
Salman mentioned that he
once aspired to be an actor,
bt undortunately, there were
no drama academbes in the
city at that tine.

Perhaps the most com-
pelling part of the produc-
thon came before the famous

Continued on page 14
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World Culture Festival
The Arts Coun-

cil of Pakistan, .
Karachi, s y
hosting ‘World
Culture Festi-
val Karachi'
until November

i o
s frew—

s rar——e—
. .

o

2. The event brings together more than 250
artistes from over 35 countries across all con-
tinents to showcase the best talent in music,
theatre, dance and fine arts through 100 plus
performances. Contact 0300-0802391 for

more information.

Conversations from the Past

ArtChowk  the
Gallery is hosting
an art exhibition
featuring works
by Ameer Umer.
Titled ‘Conversa-
tions from the
Past’, the show
will be held from
October 15 to Oc¢-
tober 24, Contact
0345-2245690
for more information.

Hamra Abbas

B i Li

1,‘_.'.'_. w5 LR
CONVERSATIONS FROM THE PAST

The Canvas Gallery
is hosting an art ex-
hibition featuring
works by Hamra
Abbas. The show
will be held until Oc-

tober 17. Contact
021-35861523 for
more information.

SHC dismisses plea...

Continved from page 13
cotnecils aned dhe bhar mssocia-
tiors or with the public so
that fair comments could be
e,

The eourdt further ob-
siervind that representatives of
the public are sitting in the
National Assembly and Sen-
ate, [t said the kegislative pro-
cedure is provided in article
0 to 77 of the constifution
and submbssions are devoid
ol such frame.

The SHC said courts have
by pesstrai ned Fromn interfer-

ing in swch matters and in
particular in respect of the
ssue of legislation {compe-
tence of which otherwise is
ot denied) unkess it s seen
o be demonstrably unconst-
futioaal.

The court observed that
gince it has not vet sufaced
as an Act of the parliament,
v process of adjudicating it
either constitutional or un-
constitutional cannot be trig-
gered., 1t sadd the petition mer-
its no consideration and
dismissed the same.

sindh police
hint at taking
action after cop
manhandled in
[slamabad
By Salis bin Perwaiz

DIG Fairullah Karejo, chief
of the Police Training
Branch in Sindh, on Monday
issued notices after a video
went viral showing a Sindh
police constable being man-
handled in Fsbamabad.

Officials statied that the
constable had travelled to 1s-
lamabad to attend the Eagle
Course, which he had sue-
cisslully completed.

DIG Karejo emphasised
that o one was permitted to
raise their hands against an-
other individual, highlighting
the impodance of adhering
o the code of conduct.

"The police force is a dis-
ciplined uniformed body,
and following rides and reg-
ikations is our top priority,”
Karcjo noted, He cone-
demned the act of insulting
and disrespecting police offi-
cers, stating that swech behav-
ior — including slapping and
ridicule — couldn't be toder-
abid,

DIG Karejo confirmed
that the Sindh Police re-
served the right to investi-
gate and take departmental
action regarding the inci-
dent. A thorough investiga-
Fice wars curmenitly underway,
led by the relevant comman-
dant in Islamabad, and in-
structions had been issued
for a show-cause notice,

Sharjeel...

Continved from page 13
emphasised that efforts
shaould be accelerated to
finish the public project be-
fore the deadline.

The Red Line BRT is
aimed at reducing traffic
congestion and providing a
sustainable, reliable trans-
port solution for millions of
Karachiites, he said whie
chairing a high-level meet-
ing of the fransport depart-
ment and relevant stake-
holders on the Red Line
BRT project was held in
Karachi.

The mesting was af-
tended by Secretary Trans-
port Asad Zamin, CEO
Trans Karachi Shumaila
Mohsin, international ¢omn-
sultants, conteactors, and
other officials,

During the mesting. rep-
resentatives  from  Tran-
sharachi, along with con-
tractors and consultants,
provided a briefing on the
engoing  work.,  The
progress of the develop-
ment work on Lot 1 and Lot
2 of the Red Line BRT proj-
ect was also reviewed.

The sepior mimster eng
phasised that all stakehold-
ers must make concerted
efforts to accelerate the
canstruction woark and
fully utilize all available re-
SOIrces,

IGP orders improvement
in women and child
protection centres

By Salis bin Perwaiz

Sindh Inspector General of
Police {(1GF) Ghulam Nabi
Memon chaired a meeting on
performuanee amd reforms of
the womnen ared child profec-
tict cenires in Sindh.

Moreover, in a meeling
held at the Central Police Of
fice Karachi, proposals were
soight for the estabhshoment
of a special unit in the nves-
tigation department relabed
to organised crimes against
weonven and childoen, and se
NS Cases,

CHficiaks said the comanit-
tee comprising the Citizens-
Police Liaison Committee
chief, DIG crime and investi-
gations and others would
prepane proposals for setting
up a special unit in the nves-
tigation department and de-
vise a standard operafing
procedure for the working of
police women protection
ceres.

The meeting was af-
tended by the DIGs of crime
ard it gations, head quan
bers, Criminal Investigation
Agency, establishoeent, IT
and finance, and other police
oificers,

The participants of the
meeting were given a de
tailed briefing by the AIG for
gender-based violence and
human rights about the per
formance and cases of the
women and child protection
Ceflres.

The AN informed the
meeting that there were 40
women and child protection
centres functioning in 55P
and DIG offices acmss the
provimee, Since January, the
department has received
2,550 complaints against 40
different types of domestic
viodence and a total of 2,252
complaints were pesolved
while FIRs were registered
on 200 complaints,

IGP Memon said there
wis & need for inpeoving the
reporting  mechanism  in
wormen and child protection
centres, and masamum pub-
lic access should be ensured
by activating the complaint
mmber 1715 round the
clock,

He added that with the in-
crease in the mumber of op-
erators at the complaint cen-
tres, awareness materials
and instructions should also
be provided to the staff
Moreover, a comprelensive
SOP shoukd be set up for cog-
nisable and non-cognisable
cofuplaints and cases of op
ganised cimes related {o
women and children showld
b invisstigated by am expert
and experienced officer.

The police chief said
arrangements should akso be
made for special training of
investigation staff.

Earlier on Sumday, the
Sindh police chief being a
chiel guest af the Police Dar-
har thanked the Natdonal Po-

lice Foundation (NFF) for its
projects for the welfare of
the Sindh police.

Un the occasion, NPF
Managing Director Sabir
Hussain said the establish-
ment of the NPF was an
achisvement of Zulfikar Ali
Bhuaito,

He added that the pur-
pose of the NPF was to pro-
vide health, education and
other fcilities to the police.

He said he was the son of
Earachi and had returned
after 27 years with a plan for
the welfare of police employ-
e, He explained that vari-
s builkders were oollaboyat-
ing with the foundation for
it honree schwime. He said the
idea of providing interest-
free electric motorbikes to
police personnel on instal-
ments was proposed by the
IGP

The event was told that
the police housing society
will have its own hospital,
university and TCF school.

The IGP said he was
grabeful to Hussain and his
team for the welfare meas-
ures Laken by the foundation
and appreciated its indtabives
and projects,

He commended offering
houses 1o police employees
al rates that were hall of the
market price. "1 want every
policeman to have his own
houwse,” [GP said

He assured all possilsle
suppart to the KFP

Sindh minister, BISP chairperson to
work together on skill development
of out-of-school children

Sardar Shah and Senator Rubina Khalid agree to
especially reach out to children supporting their families

News Desk

Chaimperson Benazr Income
Support Programme (BISF)
Senator Bubina Khalid and
Sindh Education Minister
Sved Sardar Ali Bhah have
agrised to work together for
the skill development of oul-
ofschos] children, especially
those who are supporiing
thetr families, to help them
achieve financial stability.
The agreement was
reached durng a meeting i
Karachi on Monday. Secre-
tary School Education Zahid
Al Abbasi, Director General
BESP Sindh Zulfigar Shaikh,
aril other officials were also

present at the meeting.
which discussed the promo-
ticn of technical and vocs-
tional education in Sindh,
mitial cooperation, and the
available mesources.

Senator Rubina Ehalid
sakd that, besides Mnancial
assistance, the BISP & work-
ing on various programmnes
related to skill development
and technical education, and
under the fagship pro-
gramme, the BISP and the
Sindh govemment can work
tegether to provide voca-
tional training.

She sdded that the BISP
is making seriows efforts nod
only to provide financial as-

sistance but also (o make
Families sell-reliant. She also
mentioned that the federal
government intemds to initi-
ate various programmes in
Sindh to fulfil the objectives
of the programmse.

Sindh Minfster Sved Sar-
dar Ali Shah appreciated the
BISP chairperson’s offer of
cooperation and prased her
efforts, He said that Shaheed
Benagzir Bhutto's vision for
the economic stability and
selfreliance of Palistand
women has always been
clear. Even toclay, we ame car-
rying forwand Shaheed Bibi's
mission for women's em-
PowerTent.

He added that thers are
variows challenges regarding
girk” edueation in Sindh, vet
the provincial government
has taken mimerous steps to
adldress them. He mentioned
that Sindh is the first
provinece to introduce the
syllabuz of an accelerated
learning programme, under
which three thousind cen-
ires will be opened whers
children will receive both ac
ademie and vocational edu-
e,

He further stressed the
need to focus on children
who are imable to complete
thedir education dwe to Family
responsibilities, and said that

Constitutional amendment be
taken up after end of current
CJP’s tenure, says Naeem

J1 chief says government wants to install judicial system of its own choice

By Jamal Khurshid

Jamaat-lslami (JI) Emir
Hafiz Nacemur Rehman has
said the govermment wants fo
irstall a judicial system of its
own choice through the pro-
posed constitntional amend-
et and the JI categorcally
rejects any such attempl.

Addressing a press con-
ference at the Idaa Noor-e
Han on Monday, he said
maintaining peace was cr-
cial during the Shanghai Co-
operation Organisation
(S0 conference bt the JI
would nod allow the govern-
prveril B0 ot with its die
signs behind the cover of the
SC0 conference.

He zaid the matter of con-
slitutional amendment
should be taken up after the
onatgoing chief justice of Pak-
istan has completed his

tenure. He urged both the
government and opposition
parties to shun discussion on
the matter in order (o ensure
s aneny.

Beluman aid all the state
organs, including the army,
Jueticiary, Parliament and bu-
reacracy, needed to operate
within their mle prescribed
b thee constitution.

Talking alyout the s of
independent power produc-
ers (IP'Ps), he said the capac-
ity charges agreement with
five IPPs had been termi
nated, He added that Bsdl]
billion, spared by termination
of the agreement with five
IPPs, should be channelized
for the puldic wellare,

Thie JI chief said that after
the recent develogment, the
charges of per unit electricity
shoald be reduced by Bs15.

He added that consulta-

tons with another 17 PPz to
bring an end fo capacity
charges should be finalised
irmredEately,

Rehman akso appealed to
the chief of the army stall 1o
comme forward and announce
that the 1PPs regubated by the
ammy woulld not aceept ca-
pacity charges.

Highlighting the issaes of
Karachi, Rehman demanded
that the Pakistan Peoples
Party's (PPP) Sindh govem.-
nmeent devolve powers to the
Iocal governunent in Earachi
as per the Constitgtion,

He also alleged post-elec-
thon Agging in the local gov-
ernment polls as well a3 rig-
ging in the general elections.

The JI leader lambasted
the Muttahida Qanmi Move-
ment for what he said itg du-
bious role for Karachi and
its residents

SHC takes exception to

Continued from page 13

department to ensure that the
NAE officer is repatriated to
his pesrent departrment within
10 days, without fail, The
cort divected that the vacant
st be filbed by an officer of
impesccable integrity, specifi-
cally a C55 officer, being well-
accuainted with the education
sector, and that the officer
should possess a tharough un-
derstanding of the unique
challenges faced by Sindh’
Education Sector, including
but neot limited to regional dis-
parities i educational access,
literacy mies and infrastn-
ture development.

The SHC said a compli-
agvee reeot shall besubumitted
before the next date of hear-
ing through the Additionad
MIT-II withowut fail, else the
deliwpsenits will expsose them-
selves to the proceedings
against them for the willfil de-
fiance of court's order, as per
the redevant corbempt of court
laws.

Thir conirt akso indquined the
secrefary, schools education
& literacy department, about
e provisions and avadlability
of ebooks and eexanms, as it

has abso come on recond that
the province of Sindh had
signed a certain Mol with a
foreign donor agency/bank,
agreving thereby (o receive 52
million doflars to launch this
et in 2020 up to 2024,

The court was mformed
that thiey have recetved 20 mil-
Eon dollars, out of which 12
million dodlars huve been uti-
Bzl

The secretary submithed
that there are other projects
under the name of RS solt
project, wherein they received
42 milBon Euros from the Eu-
ropean Unbon, as well as
fuarucks froam JEC A (Japamn Inter
national Cooperation Agency’)
with regard o the construe-
tion of schools through one
Magbool, a contractor.

The court observed tha
ther: i aseparabe wing of the
Education Works Department
im which all JICA projects
have been assdgned to one
contractor  Magbool. The
coaurt directed that the record
be placed before it with re
gand to the tenderng process
of the subject works awanded
to the contractor for the build-
ings under the JICA scheme
anvl the participation of Con-

tractor Magbool within the
SPPRA Rules.

The court observed that
the soft project is meant for
digitization amnd monitoring,
andd despite receiving millions
of dollars and Exzos, the Edu-
cation Depatment i unable
to compile a computerized
record or develop any coimn-
puter applications.

It furthesr observed that o
circumyent the lvw, mides and
due process, the entire Edoca-
tion hierarchy has been by-
passed by creating different
projects, runring in parallel to
ihe exducation depanment for
all sich foreign-funded proj
et and panposes.

The court ondered that
complete record of the last
efhit years be awdited by the
auditor general of Pakistan
and the secretary, Schools Ed-
wcation Departrment, provide
complete details of funds re-
ceived and utifized for thee bt
ekght vears in all such foreign-
funded projects to the asditor
general of Pakistan within omne
mmanth from the date of this
order.

The court also directed
chiel secretary of Sindh (o
refer the matter to CMITH,

He said that unforiy-
nately, the PPP govemmant
believed in the system of
cormuption in the province,

He berated the Sindh
govermment, National Elec-
tric Power Regulatory Au-
thorty and E-Electric over
what he termed mala fide
practices.

The JT emir reiterated his
demand for imposing fair
taxation on fewdal lords, in-
stead of taking cosmetic
measures for farmers and
agriculiural labourers,

Talking about the issue
of interest-based economy,
he said it was an open an-
potncemnent of war against
God  Almighty. He de-
manded that the govern-
ment Bike solid measunes to
ensure a Riba-free economy
a5 per the orders of the apex
court,

NAB...

headed by D, Shireen Narejo,
whvo sheall escumbive the illegal-
ities and iregularifies com-
eitted, in the said projects, in
scoordance with low and shafl
refer the matter to the con-
cerned authority as per the
irridate of the CAMIT.

The MIT-1E subsmitted re-
peorts of district judges with ne
gard to distribution of text-
books and the available
peports reflectid variations i
respect of supply and avail
ability of relevant cumiouham
terctbooks, which shows a dif-
ferent amount of percentage
in respeesct of supply and avadl-
ability of books reganding var-
bours districts for the students
studying in the public {gov-
emment) schools  across
Sindh,

The counsel for the pub-
lishers contends that all the
books have accondingly been
prorided to the concemed dis
trict admdnkstration

He has accused the district
sdministration of negligence
arud s the district adndnis-
tration after recehing the e
quired curmiculum (texthooks
could pot distribate them to
seioods and then to the end
cofsumers (the students),

Peerzada

Salman...
Continwed from page 13

“to be or not to be” solilo-
quy, when Salman con-
fessed to grappling with
sukcidal thoughts in his late
203,

Fortunately, he fell in love
at that critical jumeture,
which helped him owver-
come those thonghts,

The comparisons he
drew with the last three so-
liloquies were more fo-
cused on society than on
the individual narrator.

For instance, in the
sixth  soliloquy, Hamlet
contemplates  how  he
would confront his mother
and the words he would
choose,

In this context, Salman
spoke about the declining
standards of language in
our sochety.

Owverall, it was an engag-
ing prodiction

No threat to any coastal area from
depression over Arabian Sea: Met Office

News Desk

The depression over the ==

cepdral Arabian Sea has
moved further west-north-
westward during the past 10
hoviars and noww Les over the
west-central Arabian Sea a
around Latitude 62N &
Longitude 61L0E, said a Pak-
istan Meteorological De-

partment statement on Mon- g

day.
It s at a distance of
about 1,150 kilometres

sorthwiest of Karachi, 1,080
kilormebnes soathnrest of O
mara, L1010 kilometres
south of Gwadar, 520 kilo-
meters  southeast ol
Mzsirah, Chian and 740 kilo-
metres  east of Salalah,
Chrisn.

The system is likely to
move further west towards
the Ohnan cosst and weaken

mto a well-marked low-
pressure area during nest 12
hours,

Squally winds with speed
of 30-40kmhour gusting
Skhour are Bkely around
the system centre with the
sea condition expected to

by proaiding both education
and technical skills, the
youth can be made economd-
cally stable,

Shah  expressed  the
provincial  government's
readiness to provide all pos-
sibde support. [t was agreed
in the meeting that the non-
fumertional, vacant, or non-vi-
able buildings of the School
Education Department will
be wtilized in collaboration
with the BISP to establish
voational training centres,
and a working paper will
soon be prepared for the
next steps and final recom-
mendations regarding skill
education.

Sherry,
Bakhtawar

condemn...

Continued from page 13

unconditionally, and the
Sindh Rawadari March
mist be allowed to con-
tinwe its assembly at the
Earachi Press Clul unhin-
dened,

SHRC takes cogni-
SN
The Sindh Human Rights

Commission (SHRC) has
taken a suo motu notice of
the brutal and arbifrany po-
lice action against the par
ticipants of a peaceful rally
heldd by civil sociely organs
sations near Karachi Press
Cluby on Sunday.

The SHRC under the
Simclh Protection of Human
Rights Act-2011 is autho-
rised ti take cognisance of
the instances of human
rights violations in the
provinge,

=A peacelul assembly of
civil society protestors owt-
gide the Karachi Press Clab
on 13th October, 2024 was
met with violent assaults
and arrests by the police.
The protestors were report-
edly gathered to demand
Justice for the extra-judicial
killing of Dr. Shahnawaz
Eumbhar,” said the suo
matn notice sent by the
SHRC 1o the DG South

The notice said that the
reported  incident raised
concerns about potential vi
olations of the fundamental
right of peaceful assembly
#uaranteed under articles
15, 16 and 19 of the Consti-
tution of the Islamic Repab-
lic of Pakistan.

*In wview of Section
40111} Sindh Protection of
Human Rights Act, 2011,
the Commission directs yoa
to file detailed comments
mentioning  the circum
stances leading to the use
of force against the peace-
ful protestors, the legal
basis for the arrests made
during the protest and
measures taken (o ensire
the protection of funca-
mental human rights, in-
cluding the right to peace-
ful azsembly. The detailed
comments may be filed
within three days of the re
ceipt of this notice,™ said
the notice sent by SHRC
Member Judicial-I Arshad
MNoor Khan,

The copies of the notice
were also sent to the addi-
tional chief secretary of the
Sindh Home Department,
the IGE and the secretary
of the Sindh government’s
Human Rights Department.

Quireshi demands action

Pakistan Tehreok-e-Insaf
leader and former MPA
Shahzad Qureshi has ex-
pressed regret over the
baton charge, tear gassing
and the death of a warker
during a protest of a reli-
gious party near  the

M | Karachi Press Club on Sun-

day and demarcdad legal ac-

o | tion against those involved

init.
He said on Monday the
brutal vislence by mlers on

S0 | protesting men and women

remeain rough till tomorrow.
The fishermen of
Balochistan are advised to
remain careful and avoid
poing to deep sea Hll tomaor-
row., None of the Pakistan
coastal areas is under any
threat from this system.

cannot be tolerated in any
way. The women of organs
zations working for the pro-
tection of human rights
were also subjected to ex-
treme violence, which is

| unacceptable for all of us.

Caireshi Nurther said that
a5 a demacratic party we
should respect the Aghts of
our citizens, The adminis-
tration immediately apolo-
gized for the mistreatment
of journalists and women,
he said, adding that protest
i5 a fundamental right and
no e can stop it
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Cameroon seal
Cup of Nations
finals place

TADUNDE: Frve-timme win-
e Camweroon have quialified
for next year's Africa Cup of
Nations finals with a 140 vie-
tory over Kenya on Monday
where Boris Enow scored the
only goal of the game in nea-
tral Kampala

Enow scoped with a low
Fress kick from just outside the
b as Cameroon dominated
the conbest and did enough
tor win i the absence of their
federation president Samuel
Eto'o, who is serving a six-
meomnih stadnm ban by world
goveming body FIFA

The victory moves Cams
eroon to 10 points from four
garmes in the pool and ensamed
they cannod findsh outside of
ther bop two, which is enough
fir secune a place at the finals
in Morocoo, They join the
hosts and Burking Faso as
copufimmed in the 24-team field.

Alzeria could also qualify
later on Monday when they
play Togo in Lome. Victory
will guarmnfes Algena a plece
ol the finads bt o draw could
be enotgh too depending on
thee pesadt betweon Liberi and
Ecpratomal Guinea in Lome,

Nigeria boycott
AFCON qualifier in
Libya after ‘inhumane
treatment’

The Nigeria Foothall Federa-
tiow sabd it will By the netioral
teqmy back home Monuday after

alleged “mbharmane reatment”
in Libwea abhead of 2 2025 Africa

Cup of Natons qualifier.

“Playvers have resolved
ned to play the match any
lorger as NFF (the Nigerian
federation) officials are mak-
ing plans to fly the team back
home,” said NFF director of
communications, Ademola
CHogire, A formal complaint by
Nigeria has been sent to the
Confederation of Afican fool-
ball (CAF) whose disciplinuy
board s ow ivestigating e
ircichenit,

The Nigerian team have
been held at an abandoned
airpoet in Libaa for more than
15 howrs sinee their chanened
fight Landed Sunday.

The Nigerian embassy
in Libya reportedly cannod
intervene as they would need
permission (6o so from the
Libyyam govermament.

Captain William Troost-
Ekong said the team will not
play the game and they will
not fake a theee-hour bus
riide from Al-Abeag to Benina,
where the quealifier was sched-
anbed tew b plagyesd o Tesday,
[or safety neasons.,

“As the team caplain
together with the team we
have decided that we will
NOT play this game,” he
st om social roedia

"Lt thernn B the peoind=,

*We will not accept to
travel anywhere by road
here even with secunty it's
nod zafe. We can only imag-
ine what the hotel or food
would be ke given to s if
we continwedl ™ CAF said they

viewed “the disturbing and |
unacceptable experiences |
of the Nigerian National|
Feootball Team at an aimport |
in Libya in a very serious |
light™, The statement added |
that CAF had been in con- |
tact with bath the Libvan and |
Migenian authorities,

“Appropriate action will |
be taken against those who |
violated the CAF Statutes |
and Hegulations™ the state-|
ment conchided. The Libyan |
football federation dended |
any impropricty, saying in a |
staterment it had the “utmost |
pespect” for Migeria

“There are no grounds to |
accuse the Libwan security |
tearis or the Libvan Football |
Federation of deliberately |
orchestrating this incident,” |
it said,

RNTWERP

L

“Such actions are incon- | ANTWERP: Spain’s Roberto Carballes Baena hits a return fo Germany's Dominik Koepfer during their round of 32 match at the ATP Evropean

sistent with our values and | 9pen Tennis fournament here on Monday —- AFF wirepholo

principles

*We firmly reject any |
claims that suggest foul play |
o sabotage in this situation.”

Former Aflrican footbal- |
ler of the year Victor [kpeba, |
who accompanied the Nigeria |
tearn to Libya, has urged for |
siff sanctions against Libya |
anvd supported the decision to |
boeatt the mateh

“If CAF know their job, |
Litwa ought to be banned |
from intemational foothall,™ |
he told AFP. “This is a high- |
risk country and ome really |
wonders who approved for |
Libya to be playing their|
gaes at home,” —AFP

Weak domestic structure major
cause for Pakistan cricket’s decline |

By Sarfraz Ahmed

Pakisian caricket’s recurming struggles on the
internationad slage, from the Asia Cup to the
recent Test defieat apainst England, continue
to draw nationwide fnstration. Yed, after il
imitial captery, litthe seemns o change as e
sarnw problens surface e and agadn.

In the wake of Pakistan's crushing defeat
in the first Test against England, the Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) anmounced plans to
restmucture the national selection commit-
tee—an action that appears more aboul pac-
il Fanes than addressing the deeper ues

plaguing Pakistan cricket

The real caese of the decline Hes in Palg-
sl's weak domestie strvctiine, exacerbated
by poditically motivated decisions rather than

criched-fooused refonmns.

Thee recent trend of preparing flat pitches,
s 2o in Multan, reflects a defensive mind:
sl Instead of opting for speorting tracks that
would benefit Pakistan's pace attack, the
management has often chosen safer, less

effective sirategies,

Pakistan crckel urgently needs strong
cricketing brains at the helm, not pokitical
pines, fo steer e tear in e right direction

A key factor behind the current crisis is
the poor domestic system that stems from
nofwindependent associations shaped by fre-
quent, self-serving amendments to the PCB
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match against Malaysia at H‘.m!‘uur

Rizwan’s ton
steers SNGPL
to President’s

Cup final

By our correspondent

LAHORE: Sui Morthern Gas
Pipelines' (SNGPL) 20-vear
ald batter Borwan Mehrmoosd
struck his maiden List-A cen-
tury to help his team beat
Water and Power Develop-
et Authority (WAPDA) by
T4 rums in the first semifinal
of the President’s Cup One-
Dy fourmament at the Jin-
nah Stadinm Gujranwala on
Sumwday cvening.

WAPDA were bundied
out for 250 in 45.3 overs in
pursuat of the 334-run target

Ehsan Mani's tenure as PCB chairman dealt | foellowing fighting half-cen-

a severe blow to Pakistan crickef. Thou- | turies for Ehalid Usman and

Joblezs when

Imiran Khan.

the system was dismantled |

sands of players, young and old. were left | Mohammad Arif.

Earlier, defending cham-

undder the directives of then-Prime Minister | pions SNGPL were put into

bat and were reduced to

Unlike such countries as Awstralia and | 35-3 before Rizwan, batting
England, where social security systems pro- | at No. 5, teok his team out
vide for the unemployed, Pakistan lacks such | of frouble with an unbeaten
economic support. This makes it crucial to | 116-ball 1356 that included 14
maintain a svstem that offers both employ- | fours and a six. He stitehed
ment and competitive cricket opportunities, | 2 111-run fifth-wicket stand
While departrental cricket has been partilly | with Hasan Rizwan (55).
restorid with recent government changes, |

Th 18year old debuiant

the dlamge code by its closure repaing sigs | Saad Masood's quick-fire

nifieant.

44 nat out off 27 balls with

For Pakistan cricked to regain its former | three fours and as many
ghory, the PCH mact establish o reliable, inde- | gixes provided impetus

pereient, and democratic domestic structure. | to the SNGPL innings as

stancards,

Coundries like Ausiralia, England, and India | the unbroken 39-run sev-
e independent cricket Boands and assock | enth-wicket stand with Riz-
afione that operate fairdy, which is why their | wan ked them bo 33346

domesstie competitions are near infemational |

Ali Raza picked up
two wickeis while Ehalid

In contrast, Pakistans domestic touma- | Usman, Nageebullah and

Y3
4 :.ﬂ“

s
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celebrates his
adium in the Auckiand suburb here on | (SRP) in the second semi-fi-
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ments like the Quaid-s-Azam Trophy and | Khushdil Shah dismissed
Patron's Troply fall fur behind dae to political | ome batter each.
interferenoe i il selection process. To rec- |
tify this, the PCB must conduct fair elections | wickets in their reply and
for cricket associations, ensuring that only | lost halfl their side for 88
gerine, functioning clhebs participate,
Riforming the dommestic systemn 3 vital for | batter Mohammad Arif was
rad#ing the standard of Pakistan edeket and |
ranriuring a workd-class tean,

¥

WAPDA lost regular

runs in 211 overs. Opening

then dismissed for a T2-ball
61 with the help of nine fours
to ke it 12246 in 26 overs.

Ehalid Usman, batting
at Mo, 5, rekindled WAP-
DA’s hopes with his T3 off
B7 balls that saw him hit
six fonrs and four sixes, He
was imvolved inoa 57-run sev-
| enthe-wicket stand with Ayaz
| Tozawear (300 and an eighth-
| wicket stand of 43 runs with
| Modwmmad Zeeslan (309,

SNGPL wrapped up
| WAPDA s innings in the
| 465th over as Hasan Rizwan
| dismizsed Ehalid, backing
| up his half-century with two
| wickefs

Hasan Nawaz (2-200 and
Bilawal Bhatti (2-45) bagged
two wickeis apiece while
Yasir Shah, Saad Masood

and Eashifl Ali picked up on
i wicket each,
" | Pakistan Television
e W4 (PTV) will lock homs with
oal during their friendly | State Bank of Pakistan

| mal on Monday.

Smith experiment as Test opener
over, Green out of India series

SYDNEY: Steve Smith's shaort-
lived stint as & Test opencr
cani oo am e Monday with
confirmation he will drop
down the Australian bat-
ting order against India next
maonth, while all-rounder
Camveron Gpecn was niled ouf
ol e meris,

The A5-year-old veteran
Sonith rowoved g foopen along-
side Usman Ehawajs after
Dravicd Wamer's petirement in
Januery,

Bat after an encouraging
start he struggled and will
revert to the middle order,
likely his preferred number
foarr slot, im the live Tests
agaired [ndia sarting in Peth
o Movermnbsr 22,

“Pat (Cummine), Andrew
(MeDonald) and Steve Smith
head besn having ongoing com-

versations, separate to the
vty injury to Cameron,”
chief sebector George Bailey
s

“Steve had expressed a
desive to move back down
fromy that opening position,
anyd Pat amed Andrew Tave con-
Treeee] that bee will be chropping
back down the order for the
|rmes.”

Green had successfully
shifted up to number four
whaomn Smith opsnied, bt heowill
Py neo part in the semes after
apling to undergo surgery on
hets sl this weehe

Thee 25vear-old, who hes a
history of stress frachmes, com-
plained of back pain duning
Australia's one-day tour of
England in Seplember and was
immechsbedy sent home

“Whilst spine stress frac-

turess are not umesaEl in pace
bowlers, Cam has a unigue
chefiset In an adioent are to
the fracture that is believed to
ks contribating to the inury,”
Cricket Ausfralia sid

“After thorough corsulta-
tion it was determined Came-
oron woankd benefit from the
surgery 1o stabilise tlee defect
and redhece the risk of future
[ Thy s

The governing body sadd his
peCovery time was anticipated
bos b aarotand &% monthe,

“The dhescision fo prooeed to
surgeny B with Canweron’s Jong-
term future a5 an allrounder
i, it wdded.

The surgery will also mle
himn ot off Febnuany's Test tour
of S0 Larbksy aed the BOC Charne
peoes T rogbyy toumammend,

With Smith set to move

Tstill plan to compete and play
next season, says Djokovic

SHANGHAL Movak Djok-
ovic insisted Sunday that he
plans “to compete and play
next seazon” despite suffor-
i smother foss at the hands
of world number one Jannik
Sinmner.

The 37-year-old Serh, the
holder of & men's record
4 Grand Slam titles, went
down T-6 (74), 6-3 to the
[taliam in the final of the
Shanghai Masters,

It was Djokovic's third
defeat in his last four
clashes against the Aus-
tralian Open and U5 Open
charmpion.

However, Dakovie said
he has mo intention of fol-
lowing career-long rival
Rafae] Nadal into retirement

even though he endured by
his own admission “one of
the worst-performing seq.
s0n= i terms of resulis™.

“I don't know what the
future brings, I'll just try
1o kind of go with the fow
1o see how 1 feel ina given
moment but 1 sl plan to
cormpete and play next sea-
son,” he told reporters.

Diokovie failed to add
i his Grand Slam haul in
M4 as Sinner and Carlos
Alearaz, who claimed the
French Open and Wimble-
don titles, took possession
of the sport’s major hon-
CIrs,

However, Djokovic was
crowned Olympic cham-
pion, winning an emoficnal

roller-coaster of a final
against Alcaraz in Paris in
August. That was his $8th
career title,

Sunday's loss left him
frustratingly short of becom.
ing just the third man after
Jimmy Connors and Roger
Federer to win 100 tithes,

“It's not a bve-or-die type
of goal for me, | think ve
achieved all of my biggest
goals in my canser,” he sadd

*Right now it's really
about Slams and about still
seeing how far | can kind of
paush the bar for Toysell.”

Djokovic hailed Sinner
who at 23 is 14 vears his
junior. His title in Shang-
hai was his seventh of
the year, —AFF

Junior Hockey Asia Cup
to begin from Nov 20

By our correspondent

[SLAMABAD: The Men's Junior Hockey Asia
Cup is set to take place in Mozcat (Oman)
from Movember 26 with Pakistan opening
their campaign on the second day of the

COTpeition.

A total of ten teams including India,
Pakistan, Kovrea, Malaysia, Japan, Bangla-
dissh, Chinese Taiped, Oman, Thailand, and
China will compete in the event.

The six highest-ranked teams in the
final ranking of the Men's Junior Asia Cup
2024 will qualify for participation in the
FIH Hockey Men's Junior World Cup 2025
(other than the host in case the host of the

FIH Hockey Men's Junior World Cup 2025

15 an Asian NA.

Lind.
Pakistan

against each

Pakistan have been placed in Group B
along with Malaysia, Bangladesh, Cman,
and China, India head Group & alongside
Korea, Japan, Chinese Taipei, and Thal-

will play their opening

match against China on November 27
fallowedd by a mateh against Bangladesh
on November 28, and against Orman on
November 30,

Pakistan and Malaysia will be up

other on December 1, The

somi-flinals and final will be played on
December 3 and 4, respectively.

Leagues, unions file EU complaint against FIFA in calendar row

BRUSSELS: Major bodies
representing fooiballers and
Fostball chubs in Europe on
Monday filed a complaint to
the European Commission
accusing FIFA of abusing ifs
position over changes to the
international mateh calendar
anmd toummarment expansiong.

Foothall’s waorld govern-
ing body “holds conflicting
roles as governing body
and competition organiser,
which give fise to a conflict
of interest,” FIFPro Europe,
the European Leagwes body
and Spain's La Liga said in a
statement.

The bodies presented
their complaint at a press
conference in Brussels, say-
ing that FIFA s “"imposition
of decisions on the interna-

tional calendar s an abuse
of dominanece and violates
EU law”,

FiFPro is the global
players” umion while
European Leagues brings
together more than one
thousand clubs from 33
countries around Europs.

lts member leagues
include the English Pre-
mier League, as well as the
leagues in Italy, Germany
and France, but not La Liga,
which joined the complaint
separately,

Citing recent European
court rulings related to the
breakaway Super League
and the Lassana Diarra
case, the bodies said FIFA's
miles and conduct “harm
the cconomic interesis of

national leagues, and the
health amed gafety of plavers
in European foothall”,

“A legal challenge before
the European Commission
has become a necessary
course of action to sale-
guard the European fool-
ball sector,” they added.

FIFA has been accused
of a failure (o consull over
recent changes to the cals
endar, such as the intro-
duction of a 32-team Club
World Cup.

The first edition of the
expanded Chuls World Cup
will take place in the United
States in June and July next
year and 12 Buropean clubs
are due (o feature,

Many of the continent’s
leading players will there-

fore be obliged to partic-
ipate at a time when they
wiould otherwise have been
afforded a long close-sea-
son break, a year ahead
of the expanded 48-team
World Cup in Morth Amer-
b

A recent FIFPro report
accused fooiball's gov-
erning bodies of putting
payers” health at risk amid
a constantly growing cal-
endar, while some lead-
ing players have evoked
the possibility of going on
sirike o protest against the
increasing demands being
miade of them.

REepresentatives of
domestic leagues, mean-
whitle, have voiced con-
cems that their competi-

tions will suffer the most
as top players will inevi-
tably miss more domestic
matches in order to rest,
damaging their brands.

FIFA has previously
hit back at eriticism and
accused leagues of acling
with "commercial self-inter-
el (and) hypoorisy”.

“Thoze leagues appar-
ently prefer a calendar Nilled
with friendlies and sum-
mer tours, often involving
eactensive global travel,” the
bosly saaid i July after it first
emerged that legal action
wias planned.

Major bodies represent-
ing footballers and clubs in
Europe on Monday filed a
complaint to the European
Commission accusing FIFA

of abusing s position over
changes to the infermational
match calendar and toumna-
I S XTSI TS

Football's world govern-
ing body “holds conflicting
roles as governing body
and competition organiser,
which give rnse to a conflict
of interest,” FIFPro Europe,
the European Leagues body
and Spain’s La Liga said in a
statement.

The bodies presented
their complaint at a press
conference in Brussels, say-
ing that FIFA's “imposition
of decisions on the intema-
tional calendar is an abuse
of dominance and violates
EU law™,

FIFFro is the global
plavers” union while

European Leagues brings
together more than one
thousand <lubs from
3% couniries around
Europe,

Its member leagues
include the English Pre-
miber League, ag well as the
leagues in lMaly, Germany
and Franee, but not La Liga,
which joined the complaint
Aeparately.

Citing recent European
court rulings related fo the
breakaway Super League
and the Lassana [arra
s, the bodies zakd FIFA™S
miles amnd condict “harm
the sconomic interests of
national leagues, and the
health and safety of play-
ers in European foothall™.
—AFP

bk to ruarmdser foaer, Avestraia
med o dbecide who will open
with Khwaje

Omve agiain, Maroes Hams,
Cameron Baneroft and Man
Renshaw ame sesen a8 n con-
tention, 7 B8 leenage sensathon
Sam Bonedas,

The 18venr-obd srged into
the plctune after fwin centu-
ries in the Sheffiokd Shield this
v

Hauris, Bancroll and Kons-
s woene all Evchoded in an Avs-
tradi A squad Monday for two
redball garmes against India A
et preii

"We have another three
arvd=tundl or four weeks until
that Test squad B armounoed
and who & in it and i what
ordher,” sid Bailey, "How they
line up will be determined,”
—AFP

Pakistan team
in Indonesia
for Asian Open
Taekwondo

By our correspondent

LAHORE: A 16-mernber tack-
wondo squad of Pakistan
has reached Indonesia to
participate in the Gth Asian
Open Kyorugi Tackwonde
Championship in Tangerang,
Irwchomesia

The event will be played
from Cretober 15 to 15 af the
Indore Stadium Sports Cen-
ter. More than 275 athletes
from other Asian couniries
including India, Uzbekistan,
Tajikistan, Philippines,
Malaysia, Mepal and the
host Indonesia will be in
action.

Among the male players
of the Pakistam national
squad are Haroon Khan
(-38kg), Numan Ehan (63
k) Saud Alam (-Gikg)
Muhammad Arbaz Ehan
(68 kgl Mazhar Abbas
(-80kg) Ikhtsham-ul-Haq
(-87 kg) and Hamza Omar
Saced (+8Tkg) while the
female members are Noor
Rahman (-57Tkg), Maleaha
Al (-T3kg) anct Manisha Ali

{+ T3k

Dan Bradbury
wins French
Open after
birdie blitz
PARES: Briton Dan Bradbury
comjured up three straight
birdies to claim a one-shol
win in the French Open at
Le Golf Mational on Sunday.

Bradbury emerged from
a group of over a dozen
players in contention for the
titde on a tenge final day to
shool o bogey froe G5,

Playing in the penulti-
mate group he then watehed
from the clubhouse as Thor-
biorn Olesen and Sam Bair-
stow paurred the Last to finish
o shod adrf and share of
socond place with Joff Win.
ther and Yannik Paul.

"I guess 'l be looking
at Mights to Dubai then!”
the 25-year-old joked after
securing his ticket to the
geason-cnding Abu Dhalbi
Championship and DP
World Tour Championship
in Dubai.

Bradbury rose to a share
of the lead on the 15th after
narrowly avoiding water
before holing from 15 feet.
—AFP
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MULTAN: Pakistan’s Mohammad Rirwan
resragamﬂzngfawar the Multan Cricke!

— M —

England captain Stokes back from
injury for second Pakistan Test

MULTAN: Cuplam Ben
Btokes was named in the
England team for the second
Test against Pakistan siar-
ing in Multan on Tuesday
alter pecovering from a ham-
string njury.

Elokes auffered the ingury
two meonihs ago and missed
the threv-mateh home series
against S Lanka and last
wieek's first Test, which the
visitons won by an innings.

Durham seamer Matihaw
Potis alzo pefums (o the skde
for the first time since the
Lord's Test against Sn Lanka
al the end of August, Seam-
erz Gua Atkinson and Chiis
Woakes are restod,

Lok, it's obviously gol (o
be sermible,” said talismanic
all-rounder Stoles on Monday
adbier b was declared G, heoe

PCB chief visits
Gaddafi Stadium
to inspect
upgradation

work

By our correspondent
LAHORE: The Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) Chair-
man, Mohsin Nagvi, paid
an early morning visit to
Gaddafi Stadium on Mon-
day 1o review the progress
of the upgradation pro-
ject, aimed atl completing
the necessary renovations
before the 104G Champions
Trophy 2025

During the visit, Nagvi
expressed satisfaction with
the ongoing work, as the
basement construction is
now finished, and work on
the Moors is well underway,

Conquerors,
Challengers
victorious in
Women’s T20

By our correspondent

LAHORE: Samiva Afsar
delivered an outstanding all-
round performance to lead
the Conguerors o a 3l-nn
win over Invincibles in the
opening match of the U.19
Wormen's T20 Tourmamen
at the LOCA Grownd hene on
Monday.

Seores i boel: Conquer-
ors 10T im 20 overs (Samiva
Afzar 32, Fatima Khan 27 not
ouit, Agsa Habib 20; SBveda
Bation] Fatira 4-27),

Invincibles 8%.7 in 20
overs (Manahil Rafig 1%
Samiya Afsar 220, Player of
the match = Samiya Alsar
[Conquerors).

In the day's szecond
encounter Challengers
edged past Strikers by
one wicket in a nadl-biting
finish.

Scores in brief: Strik-
ers BE-T in 20 overs (Maham
Anees 15 Aleesa Mukhtiar
2.6, Hadia Mina 2-13).

Challengers 610 in 6.4
overs (Malaika Suhani
11, Sana Talib 10 not out:
Rozina Abram 3-16, Amina
Abid 2-10%.Player of the
mailch = Aleesa Mukhtiar
{Challengers)

m_;bmn bowling in the nets
sine befone the first Test,

*I'm avadlable to bowl and
obviously when 1 sense the
firm s right for e 1o maybe
come on and make an impact
there won't be any doubts in
my mind that [ can come on
anid bowl”

Asked if he could have
played as a batsman only, the
aaeyear-old skipper added:

England rode on a bril-
liant 317 from Hary Brook
and 262 from Joe Kool fora
stunning victory,

FPakistan bocame the first
tesum in Test cricked's 147year
history to lose by an innings
after posting a 550-plus tolal
in thedr first knock

Under-pressure Pakistan,
who have gone 11 Tests with-
oul & win at home, named

*Those were the sort of three frontline spinners in

thoughts that went through
my head al home before we
AT i,

*I'd writlen a fow bearms
dovwn with me mod bowling,
ane it just dickn't worle.”™

England won the first
Test, also in Multan, by an
innirggs and 47 runs on Friday,
with Ollie Pope leading the
s o Blokies's abaenon,

their feam as they chase a
serbes-levelling win,

They have made four
changes, including bringing in
batsran Kanran Ghulam for
his ditoud. Thi Zvearokl has
performed well in domestic
cricked, having el a nafional
record of 1249 muns in the
A2 | season

The spin bowling will be

haredled by left-amer Moman
Ali, leg-broak bowler Zahid
Mahmeood and off-spinner
Sajid Khan.

Pakistan keft ol batsman
Babar Azam along with the
pace duo of Shaheen Shah
Alridi anc Maseem Shah, and
spinner Abrar Ahmed. He is
atill umywedl

Pakiztan XI: Shon Masood
{captain), Saim Ayub, Abdul-
Lah Shaficuee, Kanuran Ghulam,
Saud Shakeel, Mohammad
Rizwan, Salmen Agha, Aamer
Jamal, Nomen Ali, Sagid Khan,
Fathicl Mehanood

England X1: Ben Stokes
{rcapiain), Zak Crawley, Ben
Dsckett, Olie Pope, Joe Boot,
Harry Brook, Jamie Smith,
Brydon Carse, Matthew Potts,
Juck Leach, Shoaib Bashir
—AFF

New Zealand’s Ravindra excited for
India Tests with father in crowd

BENGALURL: New Fea-
land batter Rachin Ravindra
said Monday facing India in
Bengalury in the birth city
of his Father will be “spe-
cial™ moment with his family
cheering in the stuwds,

The Black Caps begin
the three Test match seties

pur in 2021 and his become
a pegular in the rational teaomn
with his swashbuckling bat-
tings. The beft-hander enjoyed
a prolific ODI World Cup
in Indiz last yvear, and then
madke an impression in his
dhebut Indian Premier Leagoe
T20 towrnament for Chennal

on Wednesday, but the Wel Super Kings,

lington-bom Bavindma = who
called himsedl "a Kiwi all the
way through® — said facing
India will be an emotional
ML

I am very proud of my
Tnwcian cariggion,”™ thve Zdyesr-odd
fodd peporters “To be able to
play where a kot of my famdly
15 o] i somwething special.”

REavindra has played nine
Tests since his debut in Kan

He called them both “two
pretly cool experiences Lo
henve”, bart said ploving a Test
was “somwething different”.

“Test cricked i the pinnas
che,” b sakd, and so it “makes
it extra significant becanse of
the Family oosunection” o ply
in Bengabum.

*Dad will be here
watching,” he =aid. “Those
monenits, you pinch yourself

o1 Uhe jourmes™,

Bavindra, who plays spin
wedl on fuming sb-continent
pitches, amassed 578 runs
including thee centures 10
World Cup rmsiches in 2023

Ini the IPL, e seoped 222
runs for five-dime winners
Chennai, at a strike-eate of
anver 160,

Having experienced
cricket in India, he said he
was eager for the challenge
ahesd,

“We lavow how passionate
the Indian peopbe are about
ericket”, e said, pradsing e
“haype and the buz” around
the game - and that he was
fexcited to have a fully
Nedged threematch senics™ o
play. —AFP

Cummins back, Marsh and Head
out of Pakistan ODI series

SYDENY: Mitchell Marsh and Travis Head
were Monday ruled out of Australia’s home
one-cay serbes against Pakistan next month,
but Pat Cumming retwms & caplain after
missirg thedr recent England tour.

Marsh and Head have both been
granted patemity leave, opening the door
for Jake Fraser-MeGurk and Matt Shor to
open the batting together,

Cameron Grsen was also abaent from
the Md-man squad, with the all-rounder (o
undergo back surgery this week that will
sideline him for six months,

Cummins missed the white-ball tour of
England and Scotland to rest, but is back
to captaim the 0D team for the frst time
gsinee winning the 2023 World Cup.

Marcus Stoinks retwrms after being over-
looked for England, while rising stars Coo-
pet Connolly and Aaron Hardie also make
the grade,

*Thiz iz aur last ODI series before
the Champions Trophy (in Pakistan)
and the balance of the squad was
focused on that as well as continuing to
focus on preparation of individuals for
the upcoming Test summer,” said chief
selector George Bailey,

The one-day side had a great result in
the UK pariculady given iliness and injury
challenges.

*We view this is an opportunity to
expand on that achicvement in prepara-
tion for next February in Pakistan,” —AFT*

{third EM" amm eﬂgﬂnﬂm session with feammates here on Monday on the eve of thefr second

NZ into semis

after Pakistan
all out for H6

DUBAL New Zealand booked
thedr place n the semifinals
of the Women's T20 World
Cup with a compreflensive
l-run win over Pakistan in
Diuabai.

Pakistan necded (o chase
their tangel of 111 within 104
oviers 1o keep themsebes in
kmockout contention via net
run-rate, bot paid the price
for thilr aggmossive intent by
sluruping: to 56 all outin 114
overs. Despite collapsing to
285 after the six-over power-
play, the Paldstan batters kept
attacking to keep their hopes
alive rather than simply settle
for & comfortable chase of
ke than a runsadall.

New Fealand's batters
had earlier struggled against
Pakistan's spin attack, who
expertly stifbed the mun-rate
i the middle overs but were
ket chovony i thee el with edght
calchies pul dowmn

Suzie Bates was dropped
twice in her 25, the innings’
top score, and then crocially
three were pul down in the
final over which allowed
Maddy Green and Loy Gase
£y ST NEWe exTr nins.

But while their 1106 fieft
Eelow-par, Mew Sealand were
rewarded for a disciplined
all-roumnad bowling effort with
some aesistanee from Pald-
san s chaotie but mnwderdand-
able approach,

Leg-spinner Melie herr
starred with 3-14 while fellow
spinner Eden Carson took

It s Now Zealand’s first
semmi-final in edther whito-hall
format stmoe 2016, and they
join six-time winners Austras
lia fromy Group A with India
eliminated, They will face
the winner of Group B which
will be either South Africa,
England or West Indies, with
the latter two teames playing
ORI, == AFENCeS

Show-cause
nofice issued
to Fakhar over
supporting Babar
By our correspondent

LAHORE: The Pakistan
Crickel Board (PCB) has
issmed & show camse notice
to national ericketer Fakhar
Zanian.

The motice was served
bBecawse of Zaman's social
mieclia post on the platform
X in supgeort of Babar Azam.

The FCB has asked
Fakhar Faman, who i3 a
centrally contracied player,
o reply by October 21,

Pakistan rely on
specialist spinners
to end losing streak

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s
cricket think-tank &5 bedting
on an all-out spin strategy bo
level the three-match Test
sories against England on the
spinfriendly pitch of Mulian
Stadinm,

Fakistan has stacked its
pMlaying X1 with specialist
spinners, hoping to explodit
the used wicket to bowl oul
England fwice.

The squad includes spin
exporis Sajid Khan, Noman
Ali, and leg-spinner Zahid
Mehmood, with Salman Al
Agha offering an additional
spin oplion. Aamir Jamal
is the sole pace bowler
included, a reflection of lhwz-
team's strategic forus on spin

Azhar Mehmood, F:llu
stan's bowling coach, was
forthright in admitting that
spin was their only path to
fake 20 wickels and staying
alve in il sories.

"We can only win by using
spinners,” Azhar said

“This time, we are cof-
fident that the wicket will
assist spin, unlike the last
e whemn it didn't b even
o e filth cay.”

He disnussed the sugges-
tions that the switch to spin
Wi A pespotse to the fadhure
of Pakistan's fazt bowlers,
“That’s nof the case, We tried
to prepare a luming pitch
before, but it didn't happen.
This timee, the conditions ane
in o Gavour,” e explaimed

Pakistan's assistant coach
Azhar Mahmood

Aohar al=o confirmed that
Shaheen Afridi and Naseem
Shah were sidelined due to
fitresss conemmes and that cap-
fain Babar Acam was restod
to reschargse for the Engortant
sepies ahead, including tours
b Avstratia and South Afca

Despite Babar's absenee,
Azhar emphasized his por
tanoe bo the tesam.

“Babar remaing our fop
batsman but we want him to
e mendally and phosically at
his peak for the fuure chal-
Fongmes,” hoe =aid

=R Ghulam hes been
brought in o replace Babar,
while the rest of the team
remains largely unchanged,
focuzing on spin over pace
for the socomd Test,”

Azhar acknowledged
England’s exceptional Ainess
and performance in the first
Test, praising plavers like

Harry Brook and Joe Root
for their remarkabde stamina
even after monuwmental
innings, “Their filmess is on
ancdhier bevel, I's one of the
reasons they were able 1o
oartlast the conditions here.
Look at Hary Brook the way
b was sprinting for wos s
threes even after completing a
impde cenfury wis something
amaxing The same was the
caze with Joe Boot who was
soen al his best even alter
giorirgs dowrbde combnry, It wis
all abaout fitness, The towurksts
reullified the hot weatler and
Lack of conditiondng with their
fitness.” he admitted.

The bowling cosch bermed
splection of il team for the
resst of the two matches a3 a
calbeetne docision.

“Evervone sat togother Lo
eheciche on these changes. We
ke well that if we want to
win mabches against England
wie have to do it with spin-
ners, Wie have ot some vory
good experienced spinners.
The sebected spinmers. ane the
o= having vast experience
of bowling on the wickets like
ihwe onve wee e st the Sudtan
Stadium.” As for Pabkistan,
the strategy is clear: Bedy on
experienced spinners to um
the Bighe,

=If we're going to win, it
will bex thredagh spin,”™ Azhar
comchided, az Pakistan am
by make the most of e con-
ditions and their experienced
spin attmeck on a cmacial Mul-
tam pitch.

Pakistan likely to skip
British Junior Open

By Wagar Hamza

RARACHI: Pakistan is not likely to feature
players in the British Junor Squash Open
next vear due to Pakistan Squash Federa-
tion's acute financial crisis,

Secretary P5SF Amir Nawaz has
inforned the units through a letter that the
participation in the upcoming BIG will be
on “sell-fimanee basis™,

Those who want Lo participate in the
championship will have (o e¢ither go on
self-inance basis or secure sponsorship
from their respectivie asso cistions,

Secretary PSF also mentioned the
criterion for the paricipation in the BJO
and stated that based upon their curment
national ranking, players of U-11, 13, 15,
17 and U-18 categories (Top-10 Boys and
Top-05 Girls) may participate in BIO-25 on
sell-finance basis,

"Plavers’ entrics must be forwarded (o
PSF through their respective squash asso-

2-T. | clation 1l 10 October, 24, Direct entries by

the players would not be accepbed. More-
over, recommending association would be
responsible for bringing the players back
to Pakistan immediately after the champi-
onship,

“Entry fee (if any) would be paid to
the event organizers by the playvers them-
solves. Delay (if any) would be the respon-
sibility of players.

“Respective association has to forward
players’ endorsement proforma to PSF
along with Surety Bond of BsS million for
each individual and an Assurance Certif-
icate,

PSF has been facing a shortage of fal-
ented players and does not sponsor aver-
age players for such championships.

This was the very reason the federation
did not send any player in major inferma-
tional events last year.

Pakistan skipped this world champi-
oreship for the second time as the country
also did not take part in the 20019 edition of
the event on the grounds that participation
would not be “cost effective”

Pakistan alse skipped British Open,
Asian Individual Championship, and PSA
World Championship last year.

Meanwhile, the federation’s decision
of not sponsoting players for the BIO has
angered the affiliated units as they too are
nok in a position to sponsor thelr players.

“This ks really strange, IT the federation
cannol sponsor players for big events,
what purpose are they fulfilling then,” said
an official of a provincial squash associa-
TR

He added that there are a number of tal-
ented plavers in Punjab, Karachi, and KPE
bul they cannot participate in the IO on
their own and the provincial associations
too cannol afford sponsoning them.

" UNezBA |
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DUBAI: Pakistan mﬂ rafe affer taking the wicket of a New Zealand batter
during their ICC Eup match at the Dubai International Cricke! Stadivm here
on Monday — AFP wirephoto

NZ’s Latham promises ‘no fear’ as he takes charge for India Tests

BENGALURL: New captain
Tom Latham is promising
a *no-fear”™ approach as he
Eakes charge of New Zealand
for thee first Test against India
in Bengalumg on Wednesday,

Latham has the daunting
task of fuming around his
side’s fortunes - they were
swepd 2-0 in Sri Lanka last
month = against an in-form
India in 3 country where New
oaland’s last Test win came
O Years ago.

“It's about trving fo con-
finue doeing the good stuff
we've Bbeen doing, trving to

put my spin on things,” said
Latham, who took over the
capdaincy when Tim Southee
stopped down after the Sri
Lanka defipats,

“In India... teams that
have done well out there
in the past have been quite
aggressive towards them.™

The 32.year-led Latham
led Hew Zealand in nine
provicis Tesis as a standin-
skipper and said he would
be “leaning on those expen-
erwees” against India,

History indicates he is
in for a difficult baptism as

fulkime skipper. The Black
Caps have won just Iwo
Tests in Indis in 36 cutings,
in 1965 al Nagpur and in
108 ot Mwpndaad,

“It's an exciting chal-
lenge,” Latham said, before
ackling that he hoped his men
wold “play with a bit of froe.
dom, bit of no fear”, to “try
aned take it to them”

Latham said he aimed to
put Incia “under pressure”,
rather than "sifting and wait-
ing for sonwihing o happsen”,

Mew dealand's chances
of making the World Test

Championship (WTC) final
al Lord’s nest year ane reced-
ing #s they find themselves
sixth of nine teams in the
slanchings.

But table-toppers India,
led by Rohit Sharma and
fresh from a 2-0 sweep of
Bangladesh, will begin as
firm favourites to win the
e,

New Eealand will likely
ke without leading batsman
Kame Williamson in the first
Test, as the former capiain
peCovers from & grodn injury.

New Fealand will field

rookie pace bowler Willkan
O'Rourke alongside lefi-
am spinner Ajaz Patel, who
becarme only the thind bowler
im Test history @0 claim all
10 wickets in an innings at
Mumbai's Wankhede Sta-
diurn i 2021,

[ndia are targeting third
consecutive crack at the
World Test Championship
eroown after bosing in il final
to Mew Fealand i 2021 and
Australia kst vear,

After facing New Zealand
at home, India will travel
to Awstralia for a muock-an-

ticipated Gve-match series
between the world's top-
ranked Test sides.

*I think against New Sen-
lamcd §t'% a safe bet (o win all
theese Test matches, and oot
these vital (WTC) points,”™
former India batsman San-
Jjay Manjrelar said on Star
Sports,

“You want (o get a8 many
(points) as possible before
you o o Australia”

Veterans slow bowlers
Ravichandran Ashwin and
Havindra Jadeja will form
India’s spin attack while

ther pace battery will be led
by top-ranked Test bowler
Jasprit Bumnrah, who took 11
wickels against Bangladesh,

Wicketkeepor Rishabh
Pant strengihencd the team’s
imibdle-order batting when he
roarkedd has Test retum — fal-
lowing a near-fatal car crash
in December 2022 - with a
conviury in the second innings
of the first Test against Bans
gladesh.

The second Test begins
om Oetober 24 in Pune, with
the third starting on Noven-
bor | in Mumbai. —AFP
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BUSINESSNEWS —

French President Emmanuel Macron
shakes hands with CEO of Ligier
group Francois Ligier, as he visits
the Paris Motor Show at Paris Expo
Porte de Versailles in Paris, France

Oetober 14, 2024, Chinese and gty
European automakers went B

head-to-head at the Paris car show &
on Monday, with tensions running |
high as the EU gears up to impose |}
hefty import tariffs on Chinese-made
electric vehicles and the industry
struggles with weak demand. This
vear’s event - the largest car show in
Europe - comes at a pivotal time.
ing European automakers
need to prove they are still in the
game, while Chinese rivals are
aiming to get a foothold in a
competitive market. There was some
common ground, though, with
executives from both regions
warning about the dangers of
EL tariffs. —Reuters

Stru

Oil sector rejects Ogra’s proposed margin
revisions, calls for higher adjustments

By Tanveer Malik

EARACHE The oil sector has
rejeched the proposed revised
mergin by the O & Gas Reg-
ulatory Authority (Ogra) for oil
murkeling compandes (OMCs)
and pedroleum dealers

The representative bodies
of petroleum dealers and
OMCs, namely the Pakistan
Petroteum Dealers Associa-
ticn [PPDA) and the Ol Come
panies  Advisony  Council
(OCAC), have opposed the
proprised margins on peire-
bevnm products.

*We do not accept the
proposed margin caloulation
without consuliation,” the
FPDA said in a letter 1o
Crgra's chairman, They ae
gued that their demands and
expectations were signifi
cantly higher than the caloy-
lations made by Ogra a few
days ago.

The association unged

Cgra to corsider measonable
marging that account for the
et of doing bsiness, inched-
ing electricity, salares, utili-
o=z sl th higgh oosts of con-
strsction amd maintenances,
whibeh meed 1o be pecoyvered
over tme from the pargins

Thasy peinibed ou Dt dig-
italization and automation
were not part of their de-
mands and expressed confu-
sion over how these costs
wiere mehided without dis-
cussion. The FPDA added
that the margin revision has
already been debayed despite
price commitments.

The association  de-
maanded an immediate fevi-
ston of the mangin o 7.0 per
cent of the fuel price, which
equates to RBs17 per litre at
currenl mbes, (o ensune the
viahility of their buosinesses
*If the margin i insufficient
o operate, it could drive
dealers  toward  unethical

bisiness practices, which we
do not support,” the assocs-
tion stated,

In rejecting the proposed
margin, the PPDA insisted
that dealers require a net
margin of Rs17 per litre, ex-
cliding the costs of digitali-
zation, "I digitaliztion costs
are included in this margin,
we will not accept it,” they
warned

Hecently, (g recom-
mended an ineresse in mar-
gins for OMCs and petrolewm
dealers, propasing tothe Pe-
troleum Division that the
margin on high-speed diesel
(HSD Y and petrod be raised to
Rsf55 per litre feom the cur
rent Bs7.87 per litne, repre-
senting an increase of Ks135
per litre for OMCs. For peteo-
L dealers, Cyra suggested
a Rsh4 per litre increase,
ragsing Lthe margin o Bs10.01
per litre from the existing
RsE 64 per litre,

Orgra said that the pro.
peosend meargin adjustment i
cludes an additional Hsib
per litre for OMCs and Fs0.25
per litre for dealers. This in-
crease i inbended o cover
oot associated with the dig-
Halization and astomation of
fuel pumps over the mext
three years, based on data
provided by Pakistan State
Ol {(PS0),

The (AL also opposed
the proposed margin for
CMCs, stating that it would
ot adequately address the
cost of business,

“Chgra has proposed an in-
creas of only BsL35 per litne
in OMC marging. This ine
crease supposedly includes
R 5 per litee for Cacilitating
ihe digitalization and aw
todnation of fuel pumps,” the
DCAC noted, highlighting
that the cost of implementing
digitalization and autormation
across all fuel pumps is ox-

pected to exceed $120 mil-
lion, making the Rs0.5 por
Bire all peation insufficient to
pecover this oo,

Alter accounting for the
increase refated to the digi-
talization and slomation of
fusel pumips, Ogra has effee-
tively proposed only Rs0.85
peer litre, significantly lower
than the OCACS recommen-
dation of Bsd.78 per litre
*The increase of Bs0.85 per
litre translates o an 11 per
cenl increase, which does not
even cover the impact of in-
fation,” the ol Body stated,

It emphasized that the in-
dusiry s severely con-
gteained by factors such as
simuggling. high finandng
oosts, sales [ax exemplions,
high turmover tax, insufli-
clent margins, and several
odhver unresohyed Bsues that
have been repeatedly com-
municated to the relevant
anthomties.

SBP opens account
for Prime Minister

Relief Fund for
(xaza and Lebanon

By our correspondent

EARACHI: The State Bank of
Fakistan has opened an ac-
count o receive deonations
for the Prme Minister's Be
lief Fund for Gaza amd
Lelanon, a circular said on
Monday.

The governument has es-
tabdished the melief fumd to
enctend mudmum humanitage
ian suppor o the people of
Graza and Lebanon, The fumd
will accept donations from
both domestic and infermns
tional sources. 1t will be ad-
ministerid by the National
Disaster Management Auw-
thority (NDMA)Y while the
Accountant General Pakistan
Beveme will maintain the
funed’s acoounts,

=All the comneercial amd
microfinasee banks shall e
ceive donations in cash,
theough cheques, pay onders,
demand deafts and bankers
cheques, ete, at all their
bragwchis across the country
for onward credit to the
above mentiomnsd sccoumn,”

thi SBP said i a circular,

*Banks shall also enable
their intemet banking, mo-
il banking apps and mobile
wallet apps for collection of
donations in the =id ae-
count. Donors have been
provided mubiple oplions for
donating o the fuend,” it
sildecd

The donors may make
their donations (o the fund
by dropping crossed cheques
in the name of the fund in
Uwdr respective bank's drop
b, Thee evntral added that
“all banks shall make avail-
able a drop-box facility at
their selected branches for
denors where they may doop
their crossed cheques in
favour of the fund®. The
banks will debit the cus.
tommers acoount and transfer
thie abomation Do gh Koot

Banks will mandatorily
provide the option for col-
lecting donations through
Kaast 1} via their internet
banking, mobile banking
apps, amd mobile walet
s

Rupee ends slightly
lower against dollar in
interbank market

By our correspondent

EARACHE The Pakistani
rupee closed  marginally
weaker against the US dollar
im the interbank market on
Momday.

Thee rupsse erwded at 27766
for the dollar, compared with
Fridays close of 277.63

However, the rupse gained
10 pakzas o dose at 27035 per
dholLar iy the open market.

Dieabers smid that the local
unit experenced ashight de
crease in the interbank mar
ket as a resulf of an wiick in
thie e for dollars for -
potts and other payments.

Acconding 1o deabirs, the
rupee appears to be trading
within ifs current ranges since
there i a suffickent supply of

dollars, a steady increase in
forcign exchange reserves,
] strong nemitanoes,

Pakistan's foreign  ox-
change réserves held by the
oeniral bank rose by $106 nl-
lio o 310081 béllion =2 of Oc-
tokwer 4.

Remittanoes from Pakista
nis working abroad mereased
by 2 peer cent year-on-vear to
228 billion in September.
These inflows stood af 388
bilion in July-Seplember
FY25, a 39 per cent increase
frodm & year ago,

According to Finanes Min-
ister Mutaummad Auranguet,
the nation’s foreign exchangs
reserves will reach 311 billion
izt the reet Cwe weeks, which
will be sufficient topay forin-
ot for 2.5 months

Siemens Pakistan sells energy

portfolio to Siemens
Gamesa for Rs17.82bn

By our comréspondant
KARACHL: The board of di-

rectors of Siemens {Pak-
istan) Engineering Co Lid
(SIEM) has approved the
sale of the company’s en-
ergy portfolio to Siemens
Gamesa Henewable Energy
{Pvt) Limited for approxi-
mately RsI7.52  billion
(around 64 million)

In & notice sswed (o the
Pakistan Stock Exchange
(F5X) on Monday, the
listed engineering conglom-
erate announced the deci-
son made during its board
meeting on October 11,
2024,

The notice stated, “The
board has approved with a
majority the sale and trans-
fer of the company’s energy
business segment on a

ergy Group entity, Siemens

amesa Renewable Energy
(Private) Limited (the
buyer), for an aggregate
consideration of approxi-

tion closure dated and
other contractual events, in
accordance with the terms
and conditions of the forth-
coming agreement with the

mately RalT.E2 hillion as of buyer.

the valuation date, March
31, 2024.7

Siemens Pakistan, pri-
marily engaged in the exe-
cution of projects and the
manufacturing, installation,
and sale of electronic and
ebectrical capital goods, re-
ported that the net book
value of its energy business
as of the valuation date
was approximately Rs17.61
billion (about 36356 mil-
lion}.

The company clarified
that the final cash received
from the buyer and any po-
tendial gain or boss from the
transaction would depend

The transaction's clo-
sure i5 contingent upon re-
celving necessary  ap-
provals from shareholders
and other regulatory bod-

Established in 1953 a8 a
public limited company,
Siemens Pakistan operates
across several business
segments, including power
and gas, power generation
Services, energy manige-
mient, digital  factory,
process  industries and
drives, and mobility, The
sale marks a significant
mgve for the company as if
comtinues to streamline its

Acemoglu,
Johnson and
Robinson win

2024 Nobel

economics prize

STOCEHOLM: Daron Ace-
mogla, Simoen Johnson ad
James Robinson won the
2024 Mobe] economics prize
“lor studies of how inctit.
tions are formsd and affect
prosperity”, the Royal
Swedish Academy of Sci-
ences said on Monday,

The prestigious award,
formally known as the
Sveriges Riksbank Prize in
Eoonoinic Sciences in Mem-
ory of Alfred Mobel, is the
Fﬁnuj prize to be given out
this year and is worth 11
milliom Swedish crowns
(511 million).

*Beducing the vast dif-
ferences in incomme hefwen
countries is one of our
time's greatest challenges.
The laureates hane demon:
strated the importance of
societal  institulions  for
achieving this,” said Jakob
Svenssoqy, Chair of the Come
mities for the Prize in Eco-
neanic Sciences,

The econpmics award is
not one of the original
prizes for scicnce, iteralure
and peace created in the
will of dynamite inventor
fand businessman  Alfred
MNaobe] and first awarded in
1901, bt a later sdditton -
tablished and funded by
Sweden's central bank in
19645,

Past winners inclode a

host of influendial thinkers
sich as Milton Friedman,
John Mash - played by actor
Russell Crowe in the 20001
film ‘A Beautiful Mind' -
angl, more recently, former
1S Federal Reserve Chair
{man Ben Bernanke,
Last year, Harvard eco-
inomic historian Claadia
Goldin won the prize for her
work  highlighting  the
causes of wage and labour
market inequality between
i and women

The coomomices prize has
{been dominated by US aca-
demics since its inoeplion,
while US-based researchers
also tend o account for a
large podion of winners in the
srhentific felds forwhich 2024

PPL expands
oil and gas
production with
Adhi South-9 well

By our cormespondent

EARACHE Pakistan Petrodewm Limited (PPLY, a key player in
e il and gas exploration seclor, has announeed the eom-
mencemest of ydrocarbon production from its newly de-
velopixd well, Adhl South-9, located m Punjabs Pothwar ne

0L

This significant development was reported ina nobice sub-
mittid to the Pakistan Stock Exchange (PSX) on Monday,

The notice detailed the company’s ongoing efforts o en-
hance ifs production capacity in a region that has been pive-
otal for its operations. PPL said, "We are pleased to disclose
that as part of our continuoas e ffons towands creasing -
ahipcthon of ofl awd s, production has commeneed from Adhi
Sputh4, a new development well drilled in the Adhi Mining
Lease, which is opermted by the company with a 35 per oend
working inferest, Cher joint veniure pariners, 06 & Gas D
velopaent Compeany Lingted (OGDCL) and Pakistan Oilfields
Lipnited {POL), hodd 50 pee cont and 11 per ool working in-

ferests, respectively.”

The Adivi South-9 well was sucoessfully dilled 1o o depih
of 3430 metres and has been completed 45 a producer based
on encouraging log results. Following the suecessiul tiein of
the well with the processingt plant, FPL reponted that peo-
duction has commenced at an ingressive mate of 530 barmels
pir day (hped ) of il and 006 milion standand cubic fest per

dhay (MMscfd) of gas.

Lescated approcdmately 70 kil ometres south of slamahad,
the Adhi fiekd has a long history of explogation, beginning in
1956, Ower the course of a decade, four wells wepe drilled in
the anea, and crode ofl production commenced in the eady
16808 from the Sakesar peservoir The Adhi field has sinee be-
comme a significant contributor to Pakistan's energy supply,
with major clients inchuding Sui Northem Gas Pipelines Lim-
ited (SNGPL) for gas, AMtock Befinery Limbited for LNG and
crikde oil, and various LPG markeng companics

In recent months, PPL has shown a proactive approach o
incressing iis hydrocarbon cwtpal, Barber in July, the com-
pany anncunced the commencement of hydrecarbon pro-
duction from the Adhi South-8 well. East vear, PPL began pro-
duction from the Adhi South-6 well. This series of
divvelopmends highlights PPLs commitment (o mecting the
mrowing energy demands of Pakistan while maximizing its op-
erational efficiency. Industry analysts suggest that the sie-
cesaful production from Adhi Sowhe2 coudd bodster PPLE po-
sition i the market, allowing the company (o contribute more
significantly to the country’s energy needs amid ongoldng chal-

lemges i thee secior

FPCCIL, GREF host
round-table conference
on SCO and Pak’s
economic interests

By our carrespondent

LAHORE: The Shanghai Co-
opweration Organkadion (SCO)
craferenee alms (o develop a
broad-based multilderal pol-
iy [ranework for coonoamic,
exdhucational, fmaneial, and i
dustrial cooperation among
member countries. The con-
ference will establish an SO0
Joint chamber of agrioulture,
commerce, industry, amnd
ines, 25 well &5 a local cur
reicy SO0 investment and
trade development bank, in-
depsemudent of the dolkar, euro,
ot British pound for all trans-
actiona It alas aims to pao-
mote trade in local curren-
S, & COMUTGN Clrmeecy, and
barter.

This was poinfed oul af a
poatel table confemenes tited
SC0 and Pakistan’s Eeo-
ooamde Intepests’, which was
heded st the Federation of Pak-
tan Chambsers of Commeroe
and Industry (FPCCI) pe-
gional office in Lahore, organ-
ized by the FPOCT and the

President of the FPCCI
Al Tkeraun Sheikh highlighvted
the importance of collective
commitment o enhancing
Pakistan's role within the
SO0 He talked alout the sig-
nificance of the SC0, which
mcludes major coundnies like
China, Inclioy and Russda, rep-
resenting a substantial share
of the global population and
natural pesouros.

"These member states col-
bectively embody avast mar-
ket and play pivotal roles in
regional trade, energy supply
and geopolitical stability,”
Sheikh remarked. The confor-
e underscoped the imgor-
tance of regional infegration
through enhanced trade, in-
vestment, and cultural ex-
change, especially given twe
strategic positioning of Pak-
istan amidst neighbowring
SC0countries.

Regional Chaimnan and
Vice President of the FPCCI
Laki Ajjaz stressad the need
for constructive dialogue to

leverage the opportunities

going concern basis to a onthe net book valuee as of operations in the evolving|laurestes wepe announced |Golden  Ring Economic
mon-affiliated Siemens En- the effective dale (transac- energy market. last woek:, —Noews Desk Forum (GREF ). Confinwed on page N
Net change Closing Total urnover Intraday high KSE-30 Index % Change
222.02 85,261.39 477.642m 86,105.0 H MAJOR GAINERS 205 27,011.68 4 0.54
Percentage Opening Market capitalisation Intraday low KSE-All Share Index . % Change
change 0.26 85,483.40 Rsi11.164tr 85,156.11 * MMEH LDSEHS 180 54 575.34 L] 0.07
222 points amid political noise
By our comespondent over the privatisation of SOEs sulting in an intraday low of 327 recorded in Atlas Honda Limited sector rotation into refineres as a
played a catalyst obe in thebearish points. The index, ultimately, shares, which mose by Bs6242 to key theme, Market declines into
EARACHE Stocks closed lower by close, closed at 85,261, down 222 points, Bs&14.35 per share, followed by Re- support around the 54,000 level,
B

points on the first day of the
week (Monday) amid political
nivise and foreign cutflows

The Pakistan Stock Exchange’s
(PEX) benchmark KSE 100-share
index decreased by 22202 points
o D026 per cend o 85,2651 30 polnts
against 554534 points recorded in
e kst session. The highest index
of the day remained at £6,105.03
points while the lowest level was
reconded at 55,156.1] poinds,

Analyst Ahsan Mehanti at Arif
Hahib Corp said, “Stocks closed
under pressure on political noise
and foreign outflows.”

He said government action on
IPPs payments, concems over the
outcome of the IMFs pressure on
reforming the agriculture and tex-
tile soctors” tax boeaks, and detays

The RSE-3 index decreased by
1458 points or 0.4 per cent o
27,01 LG8 points against 37, 150,63
inis.

Traded shares decressed by 53
millien shares to 477642 million
shares from 560,74 million shares.
The trading valie dropped to
EsZ3.474 billion from Bs26.121 bil-
lion. Market capital, however, ex-
pancled to Bsll, 164 trillion agaist
Rzl L 156 trillicn, Of the 443 com-
panies active in the session, 205
closed in green, 180 in red and 55
reariai ned unchanged,

Many Mulla, anabyst at Topline
Securities, said the ESE-100 index
oz o a positive nole, resching
a high of 621 points. However, this
momentum was shor-lived as in-
vistors opted o book profits, pe-

or (.26 per cent.

He said that this profit-taking
was influenced by an expected
downward revision of camings for
HUBC, which declined by 9,15 per
cent following the early termina-
tion of a contract, as well as
EFERTS comporate resubis, which
fell by 4.1 per cent as the company
declared the 302024 EPS of
Es1247 and the dividend of Rs2.5
per share, which was lower than in-
dustny expeeciadions.

Eey contributors to the index
included HUBC, EFERT, OGDC,
BAHL and Engro, which collec-
tively subtracted 532 poinis. Con-
versely, positive movements from
FFC. NEF, ATRL. and ISL added
326 points (o the ndex

The  highest  increase  was

liance Cotton Spinning Mills Lim-
ited, which increased by Rs57.57 1o
Reb30 per share. A significant de-
cline was noted in Unilever Pak-
istan Foods Limited, which fell by
Rs261.5 to Bs17 35005 per share;
Nesthe Pakdstan Limated followed it
which closed lower by Bs139.45 1o
Rs, 702 per shane,

Brokerage Anf Habils Ltd said
that the FEX started the week with
consclidation below the 56,000
mark, a5 the ESE-100 index bal-
anced gains and losses,

HUBC (-8 per cent ) remained
the largest drag on the index,
breaking below the significant
B 100 bevied, ackding pressune to the
market,

Positive momentum in the re-
Tinery sector continies, suggesting

which is expected to be vewed as
a buying opportunéy, said the bro-
kerage.

WorldCall Telecom memainsd
the vohumee leader with 41061 mil-
lion shares which closed higher by
3 paisas to Rsl.21 per share, Hub
Power Co followed it with 37.178
mblion shares, which closed lower
by HEsE50 paizas to RE<BE3] per
share.

Other significant fumover
stocks included Pak Refinery XD,
Crergyico PR, Pak Int Bulk, PTCL,
Fauji Cement XD, Hum Network,
E:-Elecire Lid, and Nishat Chun-
Pow.
I the Putires: market, 325 oome
panies recornded teading, of which
187 inemeasad, 135 deenossed and 3
peilfved wnclomged.
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Ageing Uruguay’s vote to drop
pension age is rattling investors

URUGUAY'S ‘BREXIT MOMENT'?

The reform proposes scrapping private
pension schemes and shifting to a public
madel, which analysts say would put a

BRIEFS
Gold prices up Rs200 per tola

By our carrespondent

EARACHI: Gold prices increased by R<200 per tola on |
| Momday in the local market following an increase in the |
| intermational marker.
The All Sindh Saraf Jewellers Association said that |
adding that he had to keep working out of | | gold rates reached Rs275, 700 per tola
nercessity to cover his cosis, | Simibady, the price of 10-gram gold rese by RslT] to |
*Thats why | support the end to pri- || ReZ36,368
vate pension funds.” he added. ®If they | Gold rates increased by 33 o 52,650 per ounce inthe |

MONTEVIDEQ: Uruguay heads to the
pells o vote for a new president this
month, but investors have a Wary eye on
another ballol: a referendum o lower the

lowing them more money for a longer pe-
fod Despite the opposition of moest polif-
ical parties, the unions secured enough
support on a petition in Apal to force the
| international market.

retirement age in the fast-aging nation
that some fear may cripple the cowntry’s
finances,

The small but relatively affluent South
American country of 3.4 million people
has long been seen as a bastion of free
markels and private epterprise in the e
giomn, which has attracted tech and finance
firms. and fast development along its Riv-
ter constline.

But if approved, the reform would up-
root a private pension systém in place
since 1896 and drop the retirement age by
five years to 60, landing the government
and the taxpayer with a large hlJl

The move echos popular anger with
smaller pension pots elkewhere but would
mark a rare instance of a country lower-
ing its retirement age, with nations in-
cheding France, Britain, Japan and China
all recently going in the other direction

The reform has been promoted by lefi-
wing unions, who argue that it would pre-
serve workers” dignity in retirement by al-

plebiscite, which s binding

Opinion polls show around half of
Uruguayans in favor of the reform, and
about 40 per cent against, although that
number has been rising. The Oct 27 vate
needs a simple majority o pass,

The reform would "make any current
economic or social security policy unvi-
able,” said Uruguayvan economist Maria
Dalores Benavente, adding it would mean
the country going back to the "unsustain-
able system” that had been changed in the
10,

The fsing possibility of a pension re-
form has led the Uruguayan peso to
weaken over 10 per cent against the dol-
bar since April.

*If approved, (it) would compromise
medivm-term fiscal sustainability,” JP
Morgan wrote in a recent note, adding
that the retirement age drop would widen
a pension deficit, while mising lower-end
pensions would cost an extra $1 billion
T VUL,

bigger debt burden on the state, create
legal complexities around transferring
pension funds, and put Uruguay's invest-
ment-grade credit mting at risk.

Uruguay has one of the region’s oldest
populations, with a median age around 36
vears old, compared to 32 around South
America That creates a potential time-
bomb for the economy down the road as
a large wave of people retire.

Conservative President Luks Lacalle
Pou has called the reform "dangerous and
harmful®, and says it would put public f-
nances on an unsustainable path, “crush
ing” confidence. His coalition faces a bat-
the to stay in power against a cenfer-left
coalition.

Many voters in capital Montevideo,
however, said the 'yes’ campaign was win-
ning them over, with the hope it would
bring them more money.

“We have meager pensions in Uniguay.
Retirees in this country are poor,” said 65-
yvear-0ld educator Jose Luls Correa,

can cul out private pension fund man-
agers, there'll be more for us and future
retirees.”

Another Montevideo resident in his
mid-50s, who asked not to be named but
gaid e was planning to vobe against the
reform, said he was worried about his pri-
vate savings and thought the “*no™ camp
was not doing enough to convince people,

Nicolas Saldias, Uraguayan analyst at
the Economist Intelligence Unit, said the
political classes were largely oplimistic
the referendum would fail, but may be
misreading the mood among voters and
could get a shook.

“This could be Uruguay’s Brexit mo-
ment,” said Saldias, referring to the 2016
referendum in the United Kingdom to pull
ot of the Evropean Union, when the gov-
ermunent underestimated the level of puls-
lic support for leaving.

“The population may vote in favorof i,
despite what the establishrment is saying.”
—News Desk

Silver rates remained unchanged at Bs%05) per tola
| Similarly, 10-gram silver rates also stood the same at |
| Rs2,614.58

Prices in the local market are adprsted by 2 premium |
of $20 against wtes in the international market,

Engro Fertilizers’ third-quarter

profit down 12pc

By our correspondent

| KARACHE: Engro Fertilizers on Monday reported a 12 per |
| cent decrease in its third-quarter profit, due tnademﬁ [

| i sales.
In a consolidated condensed statement to the Pak- |

iisl!mtﬂtﬂ-r:lt Exchange (PSX), the company reported 2 net |

prnftl of Bs8 554 billion for the quarter that ended Sep- |
li-mhﬁr 30, down 12 per cent from RsU58 billion dunng

| the same period the previous year.

The company also anmounced an interim cash divi- |
dend of Bs2.5 per share.
Earnings per share came in al Bs6.41 a share, com- |

| pared with Rs7.17 a share last year: |
i Thi compary sajd its net sales for the quarter dropped |
| to Re58.64 billion, compared with Rei6. 164 billion for the |

Starmer vows to same period a year earlier. :
The company said its cost of sales remained at |
cut red tape as , m?ﬂiumgmzhmmaﬁfﬂm Rof5 175 bilion
- i e et
he urges foreign | peofit of Rs17.98 billion, up from Rs15.08 bilkon, |
investors to | Rlel:E.IE" for this period was recorded at Bs13.47 against |
| [
‘hack* UK ; Acconding to analysts, the company posted eamings |
| MWII‘EIEEIMM’E
LONDON: Prme Minister
Kedr Starmer on Monday told
global business leaders it was

“time to hack Brtain®, as he
hostied & majpor sumanit admesd
at securing  much-needed
funds ito fuel ecconomic
growth  after post-Brexit
humi,

Starmer told captains of
industry that his recently

Shanghai stocks gain
after stimulus briefing
as markets rally

elected Labour government HOMNG EONG:  Shanghal  showed more than expected in
would “rip out the burean- stocks rose on Monday as September, highlighting the
cracy that blocks investiment™ traders digested a pledge by uphill task leaders have in get-
ard pleclged to slash red tagse. China's finance minister to Gng the world s number bwo

The premier - reading a provide more help for the econcmy back on track.
trcky path to be both pro- Colininys strggling economy, Authorities have come
hlﬂmﬁauld also pro-wiorker, while most other markets  under incressing pressure this
with a seres of new work- tracked another record day on. year to deploy a bazooka’
place safeguands for employ- Wall Street. stimuthes o a crisis in Uhe real
s = has placed greal impos Whike a much-anticipaied  estate sector shows no signs
tance on the Intemational briefing on Saturday failed to  of easing and consumgdion ne
Investrsent Summit in Lon- detver a hoped-for overall fig-  nadns tomid.

i, ure on stimadus, LanFolandid = Traders elsewhene in Asia

He is hoping that the an- set out plares to Boest the be- also weleomed  another
mmmmufﬂ?iﬂims of leaguered property sector, mmﬂ:urﬂw Dorw and S&P
peotms | ) of foreign in- ramp up bomowing and work 500 in New York, cheered by
vestment in UK projects will  LONDON, UK: Hlﬁmmumhmwm mrﬂ':utmwmh'marﬂﬁﬂ of Google, Eric Schmidt wmmfmm Il'hinﬁq' mﬁﬂa.rssnmrp:- to get banks kendingmore.  healthy earnings from bank-
overshadow its chaotic build.  fured), during the Infernational lovestment Summit in London, as the govemment seeks fo woo imvestors fo the UK —FReuters Lan said the govermnment ing titan JPMorgan Chase,

wiorihd B gpecial bonds and - which suid the US econonmy

Stanmer won a thumping that it had 5335 billion in would lkdy avold tpping info
mapornty in July’s ebection but funds rmised that it could de-  pecession. “Significant mesas-
has seen his govemment's ® COMMENT ploy in the nestt three months  ures for resolving bocal gov-
popadarity plummet following tey achibeve ifs poala, ermument deld ad supyorting
aseries of méssteps, with a re . R . - The announcement came  the struggling property sector
cent Youlrov poll showing P l t al t b 1 t C k dr f W—th at the end of a volafile week wepe mentioned,” analysis at
ondy 18 per cent of the public 0 ]. ].c S a 1 1 Yt ey lver 0 econom].c gro for traders, who were left s  HSBC Global Research said in
appeovied of its performance, appotnted by a news confer- @ nobe,

The prime minister said By Mansoor Ahmad liberalization, privatization, and populist measures have under aoping (de facto leader, 1231=-18800, lence on Tuesday that lacked  "These are much needed
his focus is "not the days or globalization. mined long-term development. The Jiang Semin (19530-2002), Hu Jintao |any new support and barely  for sustainable growth, We ex-
hours of the news grd™ but | LAHORE: Stable governments have Bangladesh's economy has ex- frequent changes in leadership, (2002-2012), and Xi Jinping (2012- | any detail on a raft of meas-  pect mode detadls and the cne
on the *golden opportunily™ | playved a significant mole in helping  penenced remarkable growth, par- along with fluctusting economic present) ures wwvedled in late Seplem-  cial Gscal number (o be un-
that his electoral mandate | India and China achieve sustained toulardy in the texctile and manufac- policy approaches - ranging from In contrast Pakistan has seen |ber wedled later this month af the
presents for delivering his | economic growth, particularly fol- turing sectors. The long-term nationalization to privatization and  greater political instability, In the |  The news out of Beifing  State Council andfor the NPC
central mission of growing | lowing liberalization and reform leadership of Sheikh Hasina since populism - have resulted in incon- last 50 yvears, it has had 18 prime [came a day before dafta Sanding Committee meet-
the UK econommy. policies. Bangladesh has also bene- 2000 provided political stability and  sistent economic oufeomes, Politi- ministers. These inelude Zulfikar {showed Chinese inflation g™ —News Desk

*Privatesector investroent | fited from stability over the past ensured consistent pro-business cal instability has also led to eco- Al Bhutto (1973-1977), Muham-
is the way we rebuild our| decade, while Pakistan has strug- policies. During her tenure, nomic stagnation, characterized by mad Khan Junep (1955-1983), Be-

couniry and pay our way in
the workd Make no mistake,
this isa greal momvent o back
Britain,™ Starmwer sid.

He promised that where
regulation is currently "stop-
ping us building the homes,
the data centres, warchouses,
grid conmectors, muads, train
Himees, youn narme it, then mark
my words - we will get rid of
it

"We will rip out the bu-
resucracy that blocks invest-
ment,” e added, promising
that his administration “will
rmlke sure that every regula-
tor in this country™ fakes
growth "as seripusly as this
o chosss”,

Starmer said he was “de-
termined to repair Britain's
brand as an open, oubward-
booking, confident trading na-
taon . —vews Desk

ghed doe to indability and inconsis-
tenk policies,

CHficial mecords show that over
the last 50 years, the number of
prime ministers in India, Pakistan,
and Bangladesh, as well as the
heads of state in China, has varied
significantly due to differcnees in
their political systems and gover-
nance madels.

Political stability has had a pos-
itive economic impact in many
cointies India’s economic growih
hasz zeen both gable and urstable
perods. The 1951 liberakization
under prime mindster PY Narasimha
Bao marked a significant shift to-
wards a market-based economy,
boosting long-term growth. The
government of Narendra Modi has
continued to emphasize economic
reforms and infrastrocture devel-
opment. Since 1991, Indias eco-
nomic policies have remained gen-
erally  stable, focusing on

Bangladesh focused on exports, in-
frastructure development and so-
cial programmes, which con-
tributed to its economic success,
China's one-party system has al-
lowed for consistent long-term
planming and policy implementa-
tion. Since Deng Xiaopings eco-
nomic reforms in 1078, China has
pursued market-oriented policies
while maintaining state control
over key sectors. Political stability
has been a major factor behind
China's rapid economic rise, mak-
ing it the worlds second-largest
economy. The country’s stable lead-
ership has enabled sustained
growth in industrial sutput, infra-
structure, and global integration.
In contrast, Pakistan's economic
progress has been hindenad by po-
litical imstability, military coups,
and inconsistent econamic policies.
Frevuent disruptions in democratic
processes and the introduetion of

high external debd, reliance on for
eign aid, and a weak imdustrial
hase,

Since gaining independence in
18497, India has had 15 prime minis-
ters. Ohver the past 5 years (since
19743, there have been nine prime
ministers, including Indira Gandhi
{ 1966-1977, 1950-19584) and Naren-
dra Modi (2014-present).

Bangladesh, which became in-
dependent in 1971, has had 12
prime ministers over the past 50
vears, from Sheikh Mujibur Rah.
man { 1FT2=19735, a8 prime minister
and then president) o Sheikh
Hasina (19096-2001, 2008-2024).
Maost recently, Dr Muhammad
Yunus assumed office in 2024,

China, govemed by a one-parfy
system under the Communist Pary,
has had stable leadership over the
past 5 vears. Notable leaders in-
clude Mao Zedong (1949-1876),
Hua Guofeng {1976- 19810, Deng Xi-

nazir Blutto (19858- 1990 and 1903-
18963, Nawaz Sharif (1800-1993,
1097=1009, and 2013-2017), Za-
farullah Khan Jamali {2002-200:03,
Shaukat Azz (2004-2007), Yousaf
Raza Gillani (2005-2012), Raja Por
vez Ashral (2012-2013), lmran
Khan (2018-202Z), Shehbaz Sharif
(20E2-2023) Anwaar-ul-Haqg Eakar
(2024 -as caretaker), Shehbaz Shanf
(2024-present ). Pakistan's history of
coup and the frequent dismissal of
elected governments kave been sig-
nificant contributors to its political
instability.

Consistent economic policies
and political stability have been key
drivers of growth in India, China
and Bangladesh, placing them
among global leaders in economic
development. In contrast, Pak-
istans inconsistent policies have re-
sulted in weaker economic per-
formance, leaving it among the
nations with low growth mates.

FPCCI, GREF host...

Continved from page |
presented by the SCO. He
pointed out the significance
of trade routes and econonie
collaboration, particulardy in
light of the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC)

Az the global econdcmic
landscape shifts, the confer
ence atbendees agreed that pe
gional cooperation ks essen-
tial, The discussions nevealed
vast opportunities for trade,
energy partnerships and in-
frastructure  development
within the 500 framew ork,
which Pakistan must actively
pursue,

Lt Gen (r) Stkander Afzal,
chainman of GREF, and Has-
nain Reza Mirm, founder and

president of GREF, proposed
the establishment of several
indtintives, incheding the S00
Custoqns Undon, SO0 Indus-
trial Standards Organization,
andd a unified educational de-
free eopivalence mechanism
among member couniries.
Thizse suggestions aim to fur
ther ephance coogseration and
streamline eonnomic
oz wiil him the SO0,

The conference oon-
cluded with a call for proac-
tive policies that align with
the dymamic needs of the re-
gion and Pakistan's strategic
objectives, underscoring the
importance of the SC0 as a
vital platfiorm for fostening re-
gional collaboration.

For Europe’s economy, US election risks outweigh upside

Europe’s economy, the

whether it can confinue to juggle

that's bipartisan,” ASML CEOD
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machinery  firm

spending needs to be ramped up

Mov 5 US election offers a
least bad’ ouwtcome of a
challenging Eamala Harrds presi-
dency o a second encounter with
Deomadd Tromp which threatens to
Tz vt e Brunksing tha thee first,
On oo key areas — trade pol-
iy ared thee sharing of fsEing secu-
rity costs among MNato allies - Eu-
rope expects few fvours from a
Hauris presidency which if sees as
“Biden continuity”™.

Trump 20, on the other hand,
presents multiple dangers: if he
were to pull US support for
Ukrmine, European govermments
would need to ramp wp defence
spending ast; and if he trggered a
global trade war, Europe fears it
wiotkd be the big loser

Anti-Ching meeasnes are 3 rmne
area of bipartisan agreement in
the US election canpaign. For Eu-
ropes export-driven  econoniy,
that raises the question as fo

trade ties with both the United
States and China

“Whoever the winner of the US
election is, it i unclear whether
Europe can continue fo benefit
from U5 growth without reducing
trabe with China itself,” said Zach
Mevers of the Centre for Euro-
pean Reform (CER) think tank.

“Both US candidates have the
same direction of travel — Trang
less predictalbde amd perhaps will-
ing to be more confromational
with the Evropean Union,”

For ASML, a Dutch supplier of
hi-tech microchip nanufacturng
eiuipanent, the risk of coltateral
damage from US efforts to “con-
tain™ China & all too neal < it al-
ready faces export hanson half fis
products o China after a US-led
Campyi gn.

"There's a strong will in the US
to seek mope restrictions = [ think
its very clear amnd its something

Christoplee Fourpet told a confer
enece bast month. “And s0 1 think
whatever happens in Novembier,
this will stav”

Half of BEurope’s output commes
froan trade, double the rate in e
United States, while the region’s
S0 million manufacturing jols -
commpsred (o ondy 13 million mlhe
United - mesn if s hi
vilnerable to anything that re
stricts comumerce.

MORE TARIFFS?

Support for free trade in Wash-
ington has evaporated n the past
decade, Joe Biden chose not to
serap outnght tanffs levied in
Tremp's first presidency and has
added his own focus on US jobs
with the Inflation Beduction Act
(IRA) subsidies.

While Harris is seen pursuing a
path similar to Biden, Tramp has
threatened to go further with

per cent on all imgsons - including
those of Europe, with whom
America #ill has annual trade
worth over one trillion euros.

Spanish ofive producers have
geen their exports fo United
States, onee their main foreiEm
ke, shumng by 50 percent after
Trump in 2018 imposed tariffs
which remain in place despite
Word Trade Organazation (WTO)
rulings against them

*If Tramp wing, this could get
worse and we think it will be diffi-
cult to resolve this without pres-
sure from Euroge,” Antonio de
Mora, head of ASEMESA. the
body which represents Spain's
ofive exporters, tofd Rewters,

For those Europsan compa-
s with US presences, the added
uncertainty is whether Tramp will
follow through on promises to
scrap Biden's IRA green energy
subsidies.

Trumgl, which enploys 2000 US
staff and supplies equipment for
ithesctrie vehich: baiteries and solar,
okl Bewters it was not e xpanding
those activities in the United
States due fo uncertadnty about
the election outoome.

GROWTH DAMPENER

The US election could also
have major implications for the
defence budgets of European gov-
emuments strugeling with delst lew-
el inflated by post-pandemic pe-
covery spending.

Again, the question % mone
one of iming than destination
Hamns is expected to pursue US
pressure on Europe to pick up
more of the tab for regional secu-
rity while the lack of clarity
arcund Trump's commitment to
Ukraine hugely ups the ante.

“In our view, a Troap presi-
dency increases the risk that

sooner, while a Hamis presidency
meay give Europe more time,” UES
analysts said ina note,

Thus, while a Harris presi-
dency coukd have Bttle measurs
ble impact on Europes economy,
the downside risks of a seennd
Trump term in office are clearly

tangible.

Gokidman Sachs economist=ses-  deal with Chinese

timate that if Trump went ahead
with his taniffs, their direct effect
plus the trade uncertainty they
would generate could shave one
percentage point off output in the
20 eountries. of the euro area -
meore than the weak 0.8 per cent
growth they are forecast to eke
ot this vear

Any eoonomic growih benefits
o e bl i am ebibing U5 commét-
et o Ulkrainse forced Furoge (o
besoest defence spending would be
cancelled out by the hit the me-
gional economy would take from

nobeck

The European Commission
has a closed-door beam of officials
o study how the EU will be af-
fected by the dection outeomse.
But any policy conclusdons they
diraw will need 0 secure an EU
CoRsEnsis — which, as shawn by
the bloc’s divisions over how to
electric vehicle
imports, can be ehusive.

FPro-European optimists sug-
gest Ehe US election — especially in
the evend of a Tremp victory -
coudd have a salutary shock effect
of finally spurning the region 1o
adopt the type of deep reforms
propesed by former ECB chief
Mario Diraghi last manth,

*The prospect of more tense
trarestlantic relations should en-
courage the ELT to address the rea-
sons why its econcmic size has
bz sheinking relative to the LS
econoimy,” noted CER, —Reuters



	page1.pdf (p.1)
	page2.pdf (p.2)
	page3.pdf (p.3)
	page4.pdf (p.4)
	page5.pdf (p.5)
	page6.pdf (p.6)
	page7.pdf (p.7)
	page8.pdf (p.8)
	page9.pdf (p.9)
	page10.pdf (p.10)
	page11.pdf (p.11)
	page12.pdf (p.12)
	page13.pdf (p.13)
	page14.pdf (p.14)
	page15.pdf (p.15)
	page16.pdf (p.16)
	page17.pdf (p.17)
	page18.pdf (p.18)

